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PREFACE 



TO THE PBE8SNT EDITION. 



The following singular work contains so much interesting 
matter, that I am inclined to hope the present reprint 
will not be unfavourably received ; more especially, as I 
have reason to know that this book, in common with 
the rest of Cressy's publications, has become scarce; 
either because few were originally printed, or copies 
may lie buried in the libraries of old popish families, or 
they may have perished in the lapse of time. In the 
catalogue of his publications in Dodd's Church History, 
the title of the volume is as follows: ''Sixteen Reve* 
lations of Divine Love shewed to a devout servant of 
our Lord called Mother Juliana, a devout anchorete of 
Norwich ; who lived in the days of King Edward 3rd ; 
revived from an ancient copy, and dedicated to Mary 
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IT FBEFACB. 

Lady Blount, of SodiD^ton, widow of Sir George Blount 
8to. 1670.'' 

Hugh Paulin Cxessey, or Cressy, (the original editor) 
descended from an ancient and genteel family, was bom 
mt Wakefield in Yorkshire. In 1619, when fourteen 
years old, he was sent to the University of Oxford. 
In 1625 he was elected probationer of Merton College, 
' I and in the year after was made true and perpetual 

FeUow. After he had taken the degree of Master of 

Arts, and had entered into holy orders, he became 

Chaplain to Thorn. Lord Wentworth, while he was 

, President of the North, and afterwards when he was 

I Bail of Strafford. In 1638, he went into Ireland, in 

' I the quality of Chaplain, as is supposed, with Lucius 

: I Lord Falkland. In the latter end of 1642 he became 

Canon of Windsor, but was never installed in that dig* 
ni^, and much about the same time had the Deanery 
of Laighlen in Ireland conferred upon him. In 1646 he 
made a public recantation at Rome, before the Inquisition, 
of the Fh>testant faith. He afterwards went to Paris, 
and there published, Exomologesis : or, a faithful narra- 
' I tioQ of the occasions and motives that induced him to 
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PRSFACB. y 

change his religion: Paris, 1647 and 53, in octavo, a 
copy of which he sent to his dear friend Dr. Henry 
Hammond. When at Paris, Henrietta Maria, Queen of 
England, rendered him services. Ultimately, upon invi- 
tation he went to Douay, and took upon him the hahit 
of the Benedictine order in the college of the English 
monks at that place : changing his name to Serenus De 
Cressey. After having lived according to their discipline 
for seven years or more, he became one of the mission 
in England. At length upon the Ejng*s marriage with 
Katherine the Infanta of Portugal, he became one of her 
servants, and mostly lived at Somerset House. He was 
reputed the Coryphaeus of the Roman party: but while 
at Oxford was accounted a quick and accurate disputant, 
a man of a good nature, manners, and natural parts, 
and when in orders, no inconsiderable preacher. He 
is also said to have been peculiarfy temperate in con- 
troversy. After he returned to England, his former 
acquaintance found great alterations in him as to parts 
and vivacity, and he seemed to some to be possessed 
with strange notions, and to others, a reserved person, 
and little better than a melancholic. Which mutation 
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ante, not periiapt known to him, upon his solely givmg 
himself up to religion, the refinedness of his soul, and 
the avoiding of all matters relatmg to human and pro- 
phane learning, as yanities. He died at East Greensted 
in Sussex in 1674, and was, it is believed, buried in the 
Church of that place. 

The above account is taken from Wood's Athens 
Ozon. where a catalogue of his works may be found. 
See also, Dodd*s Church History— Chalmers' Biogra^ 
phical Dictionary, voce Cressey— and the Biographia 
Britannica, 2nd edition. 

The spiritually-minded reader will meet with some few 
statements in the course of the following pages, in which 
I ! he will not be able to acquiesce; but in the main he 

I win meet with mock amply to repay a careful perusaL 

The Authoress, a pious recluse of the name of Juliana, 

i 

I _ 

J j was contemporary with Widif; it does not however 

i^ipear that she had any connection with his party ; the 
work before us bears independent witness t^ the truth, 
and is peculiarly interesting as a devotk)nal treatise of 
the fourteenth century. 

I do not venture to pass any judgment as to how 
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TO THX BKADKK. ziii 



represented to the imagination^ and perhaps alao to the 
outward sight; sometimes they were represented in sleeps 
hut most frequently when she was awake. But those which 
were more pure, intime and withall more certain, were 
wrought by a divine illapse into the spiritual part of the 
soul, the mind and understanding, which the deril cannot 
counterfeit, nor the patient comprehend, though withal it 
excluded all doubt or suspicion of illusion. 

But the principal thing which I desire to recommend to 
the reader's consideration, is the preceding occaoon, and 
subsequent effects of these di^e favours bestowed by 
Almighty God on his humble devout handmadd. 

She was far from expecting, or desiring such unusual 
supernatural gifts. Matters stood thus with her: she 
thought her self too much unmortified in her affection to 
creatures, and too imsensible of our Lords love to her. 
Therefore to cure the former, she requested a sickness in 
extremity, even to death, in her own and others conceit; a 
sickness full of bitter pain and anguish, depriving her of all 
outward refreshments, and of all inward comforts also, 
which might affect the sensual portion of the soul. And 
for a remedy to the latter, she begged of our Lord, that he' 
would imprint in her soul, by what way he thought best, a 
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deep and vigoroua conception, and resentment of those most 
▼iolent tonnentSy which he in his infinite love suffered for 
her on the cross, to the end she might he eren forced to 
retom to him a suitable affection. 

Yet in making these requests, she expressed a perfect 
resignation (as to the manner) to his heavenly will. The 
only graces that she did, and might, and so may we, desire 
absolutely, without any condition, were a true spiritual 
hatred and contempt of her self, and of all woiidly, or 
sensual contentments; a perfect sorrow and compunction 
for nns past; and a cordial love, and reverential fear of 
Almighty God. These were the gifts she desired : and as 
for the means of procuring these graces, she proposed the 
best to her seeming : yet so, as being assured that God knew 
what was best for her, she left them to his Divine pleasure. 

It was, no doubt, by Divine inspiration, that she at first 
made such petitions, both for the substance and manner, 
and therefore God granted them as she desired; yea, in a 
manner mors extraordinary than she durst pretend to, as 
tiia reader may observe. And how wonderful the effects of 
them were, the whole contexture of her discourses upon 
«ch Revelation will excellently demonstrate. 

And now, since she her self professes, that the lights and 
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TO THE BKADKK. XV 

torches which God wm pleased to give her, were intended 
not for her self alone, but for the universality of 6od*s true 
servants, for whose benefit alao she wrote them, the devout 
reader will, 1 hope, think lumself obliged not to content 
himself with a fruitless admiring, but will, after her mrample, 
aspire to alike affectuous, operative contemplation of the 
meer nothingness of creatures, of the inconceivable ugliness 
of sin, of the infinite tenderness and mdefectibility of God's 
love to his elect, and of the ommpotency of Divine grace 
working in them; to which grace alone all good in us is to 
be ascribed. 
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XVI. EEVELATIONS 

OF 

LOVE. 




Herfs beginneth the First Chaj^er. 

HIS is a Revelation of Love, that Jesu 
Christ our endless blisse made in xvL 
shewings : of which, 

The fint is of his precious crowning 
of thomes, and therein was conteined 
and specified the blessed Trinity, with 
the incarnation and the uniting between God and mans 
soul, with manie faire shewings and teachings of endeless 
wisdom and love : in which all the shewings that follow 
be grounded and joyned. 

The sec<md^ is of the discoloxiring of his faire face, in 
tokening of his dear worthie passion. 

The third is, that our Lord God Almighty, all wisdom 
and all love, right also yerilie as he hath made all thinges 
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2 8IXTZEK BBTXLATI0K8 

that are right, also rerilie he doth and worketh all things 
that are done. 

The Jourth ia, scourging of his tender bodie with 
plenteous shedding of his precious blood. 

The Jlflh is, that the fiend is overcome by the precious 
passion of Christ. 

The iixlk is, the worshipfull thanking of our Lord God, 
in which he rewardeth all his blessed servants in heaven. 

The seventh is, oftentimes feeling of weale and woe. 
Feeling of weale is gracious touching and lightning, with 
true sikemes of endeles joy : the feeling of woe is of 
temptation by heavines, and wearines of our fleshlie 
living with ghostelie understanding, that we be kept 
also verelie in love, in woe as in weal, by the goodnes 
of God. 

The eigktk is, the last paines of Christ and his cruell 
dying. 

The ninth is, of the liking which is in the blessed 
Trinity of the hard passion of Christ after his rufull and 
sorrowful dying : in which joy and liking he will that we 
be in solace and mirth with him, till that we come to the 
gkMTie in heaven. 

The tenth is, our Lord Jesu Christ by love his blessed 
heart even cloven in two. 

The eleventh is, an high ghostlie shewing of his deare 
worthie Mother. 

The /iMJ^ is, that our Lord God is all soveraign being. 
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The OiirUenih is, that oar Lord God will that we have 
great regard to all the deedes which he hath done in the 
great uobletie of all things making, and of the excellency 
of mans making, the which is above all his works; and of 
the precious amends that he hath made for mans sin, turn- 
ing aU our blame into endeles worship. Than meaneth he 
thus, ^Beholde and #m, Jar 2y (he same mighty wisdame 
and goodness that I have done all ihiSf bg the same mighty 
wisdoms and goodness I shall make well all that is not 
well^ and thou shall see it.* And in tins he will that we 
keep us in the faith and truth of Holie Church, not willing 
to wit his privities, not but as it longeth to us in tins life. 

The fourteenth is, that our Lord God is the ground of 
our bescekinge. Herein was seen two fair properties : that 
one is rightful praier : that other is verie trust, which he 
will both be one like large, and thus our praier liketh him, 
and he of his goodness fulfilleth it. 

The ^fifteenth is, that we should soudcinlie be taken 
from all our paine, and from all our woe, and of his 
goodnes we shall come up above, where we shall have our 
Lord Jesu to our meed, and for to be fulfilled with joy 
and blisse in heaven. 

The sixteenth b, that the blessed Trinitie, our maker 
in Christ Jesu our Saviour, endleslie dwclleth in our soule, 
worshipfullie rewarding and commanding all things, us 
mightilie and wiselie saving and keeping for love, and we 
shall not be over»come of our enemy. 
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This Revelation was made to a simple creature unlettered, 
living in deadlie flesh, the year of our Lord, a thousand 
three hundreth Izxiij, the ziiij/A daie of Maie : which 
creature desired hefore three gills by the grace of God. 

The JSret^ was mind of the passion. 

The eeeond^ was bodilie sickness. 

The thirdf ,was to have of Gods gift three woundes. 
For the first, me thought I had some deale feeling in the 
passion of Christ, but yet I desired to have more by the 
grace of God. Me thought I would have been that time 
with Magdalen, and with other that were Christs lovers, 
that I might have seen bodilie the passion that our Lord 
suffered for me, that I might have suffered with him as 
others did that loved him ; and therefore I desired a bodilie 
si^ty wherein I might have more knowledge of the bodilie 
paines of our Saviour, and of the compassion of our Lady, 
and of all his true loven that were living that time, and 
saw his paines : for I would have bene one of them, and 
have suffered with them. Other sight nor shewing of God 
desired I never none, till when the soule were departed 
firam the body, for I believed to be saved by the mercy of 
God* This was my meaning ; for I would after because 
of that shewing have the more true mind in the passion of 
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OF DIYIKB LOYB. 5 

Christ. For the iecond came to my mind with contridon 
freelie, without anie seeking, a wilfull' desire to have of 
Gods gift, a hodilie sicknes. I would that that sicknes 
were so hard as to the death, that I mig^t in that sicknes 
have undertaken aU the Rights of Holie Church, my self 
weening that I should have died, and that aU creatures 
might suppose the same that saw me : for I would have 
no manner of comfort of fleshly, ne earthly life in that 
sicknes. I demred to have all manner of paines, bodilie 
and ghostlie, that I should have if I should have died : all 
the dreads and temptations of fiends, and all manner of 
other paines, saving tlie out-passmg of the soule. And 
this meant I, for I would he purged by the mercy of God, 
and after live more to the worship of God because of that 
sicknes. For I hoped that it might have bene to my 
reward when I should have died, for I desired to have 
bene soone with my Grod and Maker. 

These two desires of the passion, and of the sicknes 
that I desired of him, was with a condition: for me 
thought this was not the common use of praier. There- 
fore I said, * Lord thou knowest what I would, and if that 
it be thy will that I might have it; and if it be not thy 
will* good Lord, be not displeased, for I will not but as 
thou wilt' { 

This sicknes I desired in my youth, that I might have | 

it when I were thirtie years old. t 

For the third, by the grace of God and teachmg of 

I* 
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O 8XXTESV BSY2IATI0K8 

HoUe Church, I oonceived a mightie deaire to receive three 
wounds in my life, that is to say, the wound of verie 
eoiUritionf the wound of kind eampaaion^ and the wound 
of unBful longing to God. 

Ri|^t as I asked the other twaine with a condition, so 
asked I this thixd mightilie without any condition. These 
twaine desires before said, passed from my mind, and the 
third dwelled continuallie. 



The Third Chapter. 

Ahd when I was thirtie yeares old and a halfe, God 
sent me a bodilie sicknes, in which I lay three daies and 
three nights, and on the fourth night, I tooke all my Rights 
^fJSf^ of Holie Church, and went not to have liven till daie. 
^^ '^ And after this I laie two daies and two nights, and on the 

thixd night I weened oftentimes to have passed, and so 
weened they that were with me, and yet in this I felt a 
great loathness to die, but for nothing that was in earth 
that me liketh to live for, ne for no paine that I was afraid 
of, for I trusted in God of his mercy : but it was, for I 
would have lived to have loved God better, and a longer 
time ; that I might by the gprace of that living have the 
more knowing and loving of God in the blisse of 
heaven. For methought all that time that I had lived 
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here, so litle and so short in regarde of that endles Uisse, 
I thought, ' Good Lord, may my living he no longer to thy 
worshippe ?* 

And I understood in my reason, and hy the feeling of 
my paines that I should die : and I assented fiillie with all 
the will of myne heart to he at Gods wilL 

Thus I endured till daie, and by then was my bodie 
dead from the middes downwarde, as to my feeling. 

Then was I holpen to he sett upright, undersett with 
help, for to have the more freedome of my heart to be at 
Gods will, and thinking on God while my life lasted. 

My Curate was sent for to he at my ending, and before 
he came I had sett up my eien, and might not speak. He 
sett the croBse before my face, and said, *'I have brought 
the image of our Saviour, looke thereupon and comfort 
thee therewith.*' Me thought I was well, for my eien were 
sett upright into heaven, where I trusted to come by the 
mercy of God. 

But neverthelesse I assented to sett my eien in the face 
of the crucifix, if I might, and so I did ; for me thought I 
might longer dure to looke even forth than right up. 
Afler this my sight began to faile, it waxed as darke about 
me in the chamber as if it had bene night, save in the 
image of the crosse, wherein held a common light, and I 
wist not how ; all that was besides the crosse was uglie 
and fearefull to me, as it had bene much occupied with 
fiendes. 
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After thia the over-parte of my bodie began to die, so 
fimre forth that unneath I had any feeling ; my most paine 
was shortnes of breath, and failing of life. 

Then went I verilie to have passed, and in this case 

sodenlie aU my paine was taken from me, and I was as 

whole, and namely in the over-part of my bodie, as ever I 

I mm before. I marvailed of this sodaine change : for me 

thou^t that it was a pifivie working of God, and not of 
kind. And yet by feeling of this ease, I trusted never the 
more to have lived ; ne the feeling of this ease was no full 
ease unto me: for me thought I had rather have bene 
delivered of this world, for my heart was wilfullie sett 
thereto. 

Then came sodeinlie to my minde, that I should desire 
the seconde wound of our Lords gift, and of his grace, 
that my bodie might be fulfilled with mind and feeling of 
his blessed passion, as I had before praied. For I would 
that his paines were my paines with compassion, and 
afterwards kmging to God. 

Thus thought me, that I might with his grace have the 
wounds that I had before desired. But in this I desired 
never no bodilie sight; ne no manner shewing of God, 
but compassion, as me thought that a kind soule might 
have with our Lord Jesu, that for love would become a 
deadlia man with him. I desired to suffer living in my 
deadlia bodie, as God would give me grace. 
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7^ Fourth Chapter. 

AiiD in thb, lodeinlie I saw the red blood running 
down from under the garland, hott and freshly, plenteouslie 
and llvelie, right as it was in the time that the garland 
of thomes was pressed on his blessed head, right so both 
Ood and man the same that sufibred for me. I conoeaved 
trulio and mightilie that it was himself that shewed it me 
without any meane. 

And in the same shewing, sodeinlie the Trinitie fulfilled 
my heart most of joy: and so I understood it shall be in 
heaven without end to all that shall come there. For the 
Trinitie is God. God is the Trinitie, the Trinitie is our 
Maker, the Trinitie is our Keeper, the Trinitie is our ever- 
lasting Lover, the Trinitie is our endles joy and our blisse, 
by our Lord Jesu Christ, and in our Lord Jesu Christ : 
and this was shewed in the first sight, and in all. For 
when Josu appeareth, the blessed Trinity is understood as 
unto my sight 

And I said, Bm^dicU^ dominui. This I said for rever- 
ence in my meaning with a mightie voice, and full 
greatelie was I astonished for wonder and marveile that I 
had, that he that is so reverent and so dreadful will be so 
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homelie with a anfull creature liying in thia wretched 
flesL 

Thua I tooke it for that time that our Lord Jeau of 
hia courteoua love would shew me comfort before the time 
of my temptation : for me thought it might well be, that 
I should by the sufferance of God, and with hia keeping, 
be tempted of fienda before I ahould die. 

With thia sight of hia blessed passion, with the Grod* 
head that I sawe in my understanding, I knew well that it 
waa strength enough to me, yea and to all creatures living, 
that should be saved against all the fiendea of hell, and 
againat all ghoatlie enemiea. 

In thia he brought our Lady Saint Maiy to my 
understanding ; I sawe her ghostelie in bodilie likenes, a 
aimple maiden and a meeke, young of age, a litle waxen 
above a child, in the stature aa she waa when she con- 
ceived. 

Also God shewed me in part the wisdome and the truth 
of her souk ; wherein I understood the reverence beholding 
that she beheld her God that ia her Maker, marvailing 
with great reverence that he would be bom of her that 
waa a simple aeature of hia making. 

For thia waa her marvailing, that he that waa her 
Maker would be bom of her that waa made. 

And thia wisdome and truth knowing the greatnea of 
her Maker, and the litlehead of her selfe that ia made, 
made her to sale full meekelie to Gabriel, * Lo me here 
Gods hand-maidffn ■* 
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In this sight I did understand Terilie that she is more 
than all that God made beneath her in worthines and ftdl- 
head; for above her is nothing that is made but the 
blessed manhood of Chxist, as to my sight 
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The Fifth Chapter. 

In this same time that I sawe this sight of the head 
bleeding, our good Lord shewed a ghostlie sight of his 
homelie loving : I saw that he is to us all thing that is 
good and comfortable to our help. 

He is our clothing, that for love wrappeth us, and 
windeth us, halseth us, and all becloseth us, hangeth about 
us for tender love, that he male never leave us. And so 
in this sight I saw that he is all thing that is good, as to 
my understanding. 

And in this he shewed a litle thing, the quantitie of a 
hasel-nutt, lying in the palme of my hand, as me seemed ; 
and it was as round as a ball. I looked theron with the 
eie of my understanding, and thought, " What may this be ?" 
and it was answered generallie thus. 

^It is all that is made.* I marvelled how it might last : '• \ 

for me thought it might sodenlie have fallen to naught for i 

litlenes. 

And I was answered in my understanding, *It lastethf 
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12 THE FIB8T BEYSLATION. 

and ever shaU: for Ood laveth it. And io hath ail thing 
being ly the hve of Ood* 

In this liUe thing I sawe three propeties. 
The fret is, that God made it 
The eeamd is, that Ood loveth it 
The third is, that Ood keepeth it 
But, what beheld I therein? verilie the Maker, the 
Keeper, the Lover. For till I am substanciallie muted to 
him, I maie never have full rest, ne verie blisse ; that is to 
■aie, that I be so fastned to him, that there be right nought 
that is made betweene my God and mee. 
I This litle thing that is made, me thought it might have 

! ' fidkn to nought for litleness. 

, Of this needeth us to have knowledge, that us liketh 

I 

I naught all thing that is made, for to love God, and have 

I God that is unmade. 

i For this is the cause which we be not all in ease of 

■ 

heart and souk : for we seeke here rest in this thing that 
i is so litle, where no rest is in : and we know not our God 

that is all mightie, all wise, and all good, for he is verie rest 
God will be known, and him liketh that we rest us in 
him. 

For all that is beneath him, sufficeth not us. 
I And this is the cause why that no soule is in rest till it 

I is naughted of all things that are made: when she is 

|. wilfullie naughted for love to have him that is all, then is. 

I she able to receave ghostlie rest 

\ 
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And also our good Lord shewed, that it is full great 
pleasure to him that a seelie soule come to him naked, 
plainlie, and homelie. For this is the kind dwelling of the 
soule by the touching of the Holie Ghost, as by the under- 
standing that I have in this shewing. ' God of thy goodnes 
give me thy self, for thou art enough to me ; and I may 
aske nothing that is lesse, that may be fuUie worship to 
thee; and if I aske any thing that is lease, ever me 
wanteth. But onlie in thee I have alL' 

And these wordes of the goodnes of God be full love- 
some to the soule, and full nere touching the will of our 
Lord ; for his goodnes fulfilleth all his creatures, and all 
his blessed works without end. 

For he is the endlesse head, and he made us onlie to 
himselfe: and restored us by his precious passion, and 
ever keepeth us in his blessed love ; and all this is of his 
goodnes. 



Tlie Sixth Chapter. 



This shewing was given to my understanding, to leame 

our soule wisely to cleave to the goodnes of God, 

and in that same time the custome of our praier was 

brought to my mind, how that we use, for unknowing of l ; 

love, to make many meanes. Then sawe I verilie that it 

is more worship to God, and more verie delight that we 
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fidthfuHie pray to himself of his goodnes, and cleave 
therto by hit grace with true understanding and stedfast 
beleif^ then if we made all the meanes that heart may 
think. 

For if we make all these meanes, it is too litle, and 
not full worship to God : but in his goodnes is all the 
whole ; and there faileth right nought 

For thus as I shall saie, came to my minde in the same 
time: we pray to God for his holie flesh, and for his 
precious blood* his holie passion, his deare worthie death, 
and worshipfull wounds ; for all the blessed kindenes and 
the endles life that we have of all this, it is of the goodnes 
of God. And we praie him for his sweet mothers love 
that bare him ; and all the helpe that we have of her it is 
of his goodnes. And we praie for his holie crosse that he 
died on ; and all the helpe, and all the vertue of that we 
have of that crosse, it is of his goodnes. 

And on the same wise, all the helpe that we have to 
spedal saints, and of all the blessed companie of heaven ; 
the deare worthie love, and the holy endles friendship that 
we have of them, it is of his goodness. 

For the meanes that the goodnes of God hath ordeined 
fiv to helpe us, be full flure and many. 

Of which the chiefe and prindpall meane is the blessed 
kinde that he took of the maiden, with all the meanes that 
went before, and come after, which be longing to our 
ledemptioQ and to our endless salvation. 
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THE FIBST BXYZLATIOK. 15 

Wherefore it pleaseth him, that we aeeke him, and 
worship him hy meanee ; midentanding, and knowing that 
he is the goodnes of alL 

For to the goodnes of God ia the highest pxiier, and it 
Cometh down to us to the lowest partie of ourneede; it 
quickneth our soule, and maketh it live, and makes it to 
waxe in grace and vertue ; it is nearest in kind and readiest 
in grace. 

For it is the same grace that the soule seeketfa, and 
ever shall till we know our God veiilie that hath us all in 
himself heclosed. 

A man goeth upright, and the soule of his body is 
sparred as a purse full faire, and when it is time of his 
necessity, it is opened and sparred againe full honestlie. 

And that it b he that doth this, it is shewed there 
where he saith, * He cometh doume to us to the latcetl part 
of our need.' For he hath no despite of that he made, ne 
hath he no disdaine to serve us at the simplest office that 
to our bodie longeth in kind, for love of the soule that he l| 

made to his own likenes. 

For as the bodie is cladd in the cloath, and the flesh in 
the skinn, and the bones in the flesh, and the heart in the 
bulke, BO are we soule and bodie cladd and enclosed in the 
goodnes of God : yea, and more homelie, for all they vanish ': ; 

and vrast away, the goodnes of God is ever whole and 
more nere to us without any comparison. !' 

For truelie our Lover desireth that the soule cleave to 



{ 

I 

i 



ii 

I • 

I I 



■■ ! ■ ■ ■ II II I 



I' 

J 



16 THE FIB8T SEYEULTIOX. 

him with all the mightes, and that we he evermore cleav- 
ing to hit goodnes : for of all thing that heart can thinke 
it pleaseth most Grod, and soonest speedeth. 

For our soule is so preciouslie loved of him that is 
highest, that it over-passeth the knowing of all creatures: 
. That is to sale, there is no creature that is made, that 
may wit how much, and how sweetly, and how tenderlie 
that our Maker loveth us. And therefore, we may with 
his grace and his helpe, stand in ghostlie beholding with 
everlasting marvailing in this high over-passmg unmeasu- 
rable love that our Lord hath to us of his goodnes. 

And therefore, we may aske of our Lover with rever- 
ence, all that we will : for our kindlie will is to have God, 
and the goodwill of God is to have us: and we may 
never cease of willing, ne of loving, till we have him in 
fulhead of joy. 

And then we may no more will ; for he will that we be 
occupied in knowing and loving, till the time cometh that 
we shall be fulfilled in heaven. 

And therefore was this lesson of love shewed with all 
that foUoweth as you shall see ; for the strength and the 
ground of aU was shewed in the first sight: for of aU 
things, the beholding and the loving of the Maker, maketh 
the soul to seem least in his own sight, and most filleth it 
with reverent dread and true meekness, and with plen^ of 
charity to his even 
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The Seventh Chapter. 
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And to learn us this as to my undentandingy our good 
Lord shewed our Lady Mary in the same time, that is to 
mean, the high wisdom and truth that she had in beholding 
her Maker. 

This wisdom and truth made her to behold her God so 
great, so high, so mighty, and so good. This greatness 
and this noblety of her beholding of God, fulfilled her of 
reverend deed : and with this she saw herself so litle and 
so low, so simple and so poor, in regard of her God, that 
this reverend dread fulfilled her of meekness. And thu8 
by this ground she was fulfilled of grace, and of all 
manner of vertues, and passeth all creatures. \ 

And in all the time that he shewed this that I have 
now said in ghostly sight, I saw the bodily sight, lasting 
of the plentuous bleeding of the head, the great drops of , \ 

blood fell down from under the garland like pellots, V 

seeming as it had come out of the veins: and in the \ 

coming out they were brown red, for the blood was full 
thick, and in the spreading abroad they were bright red ; 
and when it came at the brows, there they vanished. 

And notwithstanding, the bleeding continued till many 
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THE FIX8T BSYSIATIOir. 



things were seen and understanded ; nevertheless, the 
fidr head, and the lively head continued in the same 
beau^ and liveliness. 

The plentuous head is like to the drops of water that 
fall off the evesing of an house after a great shower of 
rain, that fidl so thick, that no man may number them 
with any bodily wit And for the roundness, they were 
like to the seal of her ring in the spreading of the forehead. 

These three things came to my mind in the time; 
pellets, for the roundhead in the comming out of the blood ; 
the scale of herring, for the round-head in the spreading ; 
the dropps of the evesing of an house, for the plentuous 
head unnumerable. 

This shewing was quick and lively, and hideous, and 
dreadful, and sweet, and lovely. And of all the sight 
that I saw, this was most comfort to me, that our good 
Lord that is so reverent and dreadful, is so homely and so 
courteous: and this most fulfilled me with liking and 
sicknew of souL 

And to the understanding of this, he shewed this open 
example. '// it the ma»t toonh^ thai a solemn King or a 
great Lord may do to a poor eervantf ^ he wiUbe homelg 
with him; and nam^f if he ehew it himself of a JuU 
true meaning f and with a glad ehere both in private and 
openfyJ Then thinketh this poor creature thus: 'Lo, 
what might this noble Lord do more worship and joy to 
me, than to show tQ me that am so little ; this marvelous 
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homeliness, verily it is more joy and liking to me, than if 
he gave me great gifts, and were Imnself strange in manner.* 
This bodily example was shewed so high, that this 
mans heart might be ravished, and almost forget himself 
for joy of this great homeliness. 

Thus it faireth by omr Lord Jesu, and by ns, fiir verily 
i it b the most joy that may be as to my sight, that he that 
' is highest and mightest, nobliest and worthiest, is lowest 
' and meekest, homliest and oourtesiest And tndy and 
: verily, this marvellous joy shall he shew us all when we 
: shall see him. 

And this will our good Loid, that we believe, and 
' trust, joy, and like comfort us, and make solace, as we 
i may with his grace and with his help, into the time that 
we see it verily ; for the most fulhed of joy that we shall 
have as to my sight, is this marvellous courtcsie and 
■ homeliness of our Father that is our Maker in our Lord 
.. Jesu Christ, that is our Brother and our Saviour. 

But this marvelous homlliness may no man know in 

, this life, but if he have it by special shewing of our Lord, 

- or of great plenty of g^race in^vardly given of the Holy 

Ghost, but faith and belief with charity deserve the 

meed, and so it is had by grace. 

For in faith, with hope and charity, our life is 
grounded; the shewing is made to whom that God will 
plainly teach, the same opened and declared with many 
privy points belonging to our faith and belief, which be 
worshipful to be known. 
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And when the shewing which is given for a time is 
passed and hid, then faith keepeth it by grace of the Holy 
Ghost unto our lives end. 

And thus by the shewing, it is none other than faith, 
no less, no more, as it may be seen by our Lords meaning 
in the same matter, by than it come to the last end. 



TTie Eighth Chapter. 

Akd as long as I saw this sight of the plentuousness 
of bleeding of the head, I might never stint of these 
words, Benedieite DonUnut. In which shewing, I under- 
stood six things. 

The Jir$i is, the tokens of the blessedful passion, and 
the plentuous shedding of his precious blood. 

The teetmd is, the maiden that is his dear worthy 
mother. 

The third is, the blessedful God-head that ever was, 
and shall be all mighty, all Wisdom, and all Love. 

The faurih is, all thing that he hath made : for well I 
wote that heaven and earth, and all that is made, is great, 
large, fair and good: but the cause why it sheweth so 
litle to my sight, was, for I saw it in the presence of him 
that is the Maker; for a soul that seeth the Maker of all 
U «U that is made seemeth full litle. 
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The fiflh is, that he that made all thing that is made 
for love, and by the lame love it is kept, and shall be 
without end, as it is before ^aid. 

The nxih is, that God is all thing that is good, as to 
my sight ; and the goodness that all thing hath, it is he. 

And all this our Lord shewed in the first sight, and 
gave me space and time to behold it ; and the bodily sight 
stinted, and the ghostly sight dwelleth in my understand- 
ing. And I abode with reverent dread, joying in that I 
saw, and desiring, as I durst, to see more if it were his 
will, or longer time the same sight 

In all this I was much stirred in chari^ to nune even 
Christian, that they might all see and know the same that 
I saw ; for I would that it were comfort to them, for all 
this sight was shewed in generaL Then said I to them 
that were with me, ' It is this day, dooms-day with me.' 

And this I said, for I went to have died : for that day 
that man or woman dieth, is he deemed particularly, as he 
shall be without end, as to my understanding. 

This I said, for I would they should love God the ^ i| 

better, for to make them to have mind that this life is 
short, as they might see in example ; for in all this time 
I weened to have dyed, and that was marvaile to me, and 
wonder in party ; for methought this vision was shewed 
for them that should live : all that I say of me, I mean 
in person of all my even Christian ; for I am learned in 
the ghostly shewing of our Lord God that he meaneth so. 
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And therefore, I pray you alt for God's sake, and 
counsel you for your ovm proUt, that you leave the 
beholding of a wretch, that it was shewed to ; and mightily, 
rnteiy, uid meekly, behold in God, that of hie courtcGie, 
love, and cndlesB goodneBs, would shew it gcnerftlly in 
comfort of UB all : for it is Gods will that ye take it with a 
great joy and liking, as Jesu Chiiet hath shewed it to you. 



77u! I^nth Chapter, 



Fob the shewing I am not good ; but if I love God the 
better, and b asmuch as ye love God (he better, it is more 
to you than to me. 

I say not this to them that be wise, for they wit it 
well, but I say it to you that be simple, for eaao and 
comfort ; for we be all one in love : for verily it was not 
shewed to me, for that God toveth mc better than the 
least soul that is in grace : for I am sure, there be many 
that never hath shewing ne sight hut of the common 
teaching of Holy Church, that love God better than I : for if 
I look singularly to myself, I am right nought ; but in 
general I am I hope in one-head of chanty with all my 
even Cbrisiian ; for in thi« one head atandctb the life of 
all mankind that shall be nved; for God ii all that ia 
good u to my aight. 
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And God hath made all that is made, and Ood loveth 
all that he hath made ; and he that generally knreth aU his 
even Christen, for God he loveth all that is. 

For in mankind that shall he saved, is conq;ffehended 
all ; that is to say, all that is made, and the Maker of all; 
for in man is God, and in God is all ; and he that loveth 
thus, he loveth alL 

And I hope hy the grace of God, he that heholdetfa it 
thus, shall be truly taught, and mightily comforted, if him 
needeth comfort : I speak of them that shall be saved, for 
in this time God shewed me none other. 

But in all thing I believe as Holy Church preacheth \ 

and teacheth ; for the faith of Holy Church, which I had ) 

before hand understanding, and as I hope by the grace of 
God will fully keep it in use and custome, stood continually 
in my sight, willing and meaning never to receive any 
thing that might be contrary thereto. And with this 
intent, and with this meaning I beheld the shewing with 
all my diligence ; for in all this blessed shewing, I beheld 
it as in Gods meaning. 

All this was shewed by three parts; that is to say, 
by bodily sight, and by words formed in my under- 
standing, and by ghostly sight ; but the ghostly sight I 
cannot, ne may shew it as openly, ne as fully as I would ; j 

but I trust in our Lord God Almighty, that he shaU of his 
goodness, and for your love, make you to take it more 
ghostly and more sweetly than I can or may tell it 
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The Tenth Chapter. 
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Akd after this, I saw with bodily sight, m the face of the 
crudfiz that hung before me: in the which, I beheld 
continually a part of his passion ; despite, spitting, suUoing 
and buffeting, and many languring pains, more that I can 
teU ; and often changing of colour : and one time I saw 
how half the face, bt^^nnning at the ear, over yede with dry 
blood, till it dosed into the mid-face : and after that, the 
other half be closed in the same wise. And the whiles, it 
▼anished in this par^ even as it came. 

This saw I bodily sweinly and darkly ; and I desired 
more bodily light to have seen more clearly, and I was 
answered in my reason, ^If God unll shew thee mare^ he 
shall he thy Ught^ thou need none hut Atm.' 

For I saw him and sought him : for we be now so 
blind and so unwise, that we can never seek God till what 
time that he of his goodness sheweth him to us. And 
when we see ought of him gpraciously, then are we stirred 
by the same grace, to seek with great desire to see him 
more blessedfully. And thus I saw him and sought him, 
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and I had him and wanted him : and this is and should be 
our common working in this life, as to my sight. 

One time my understanding was litle down into the 
sea-ground; and there saw I hiHs, and daks green, 
seeming as it were most begrowing with wrake and 
gravel : then I understood thus, that if a man or woman 
were there under the broad water, and he might have 
sight of God, so as God is with a man continually, be 
should be safe in soul and body, and take no harm, and 
overpassing, he should have more solace and comfivt than 
all this world may or can tell. 

For he will that we believe that we see him continually, 
though that us think that it be but litle, and in the belief 
he maketh us evermore to get grace ; for he will be seen, 
and he will be sought, and he will be abiden, and he will 
be trusted. 

This second shewing was so low, and so litle, and so 
simple, that my spirits were in great travail in the 
beholding, mourning, dreadful, and longing; for I was 
sometime in a fear, whether it was a shewing or none ; 
and then divers times our Lord gave me more sight, 
whereby that I understood truly, that it was a shewing. 

It was a figure and a likeness of our foul black deeds, 
which our fair bright blessed Lord bare for our sin. It 
made me to think of the Holy Vemacle of Rome, which 
he protraid with his own blessed face, when he was in his 
hard passion, wilfully going to his death, and often 
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26 THE SSCOKD BETSLATIOK. 

changing of colour, of the brown head, and the black- 
head, rewlyhead and lean-head. 

Of this image many marvelled how that might be 
standing, that he protraid it with his blessed face, which 
is the fairest of heaven, flower of earth, and the fruit of 
the Maidens womb. Then how might this image be so 
discoloured and so fiur firom fair-head, I desire to see as I 
have understood by the grace of God. 

We know in our faith and in our belief, by the teaching 
and preaching of Holy Church, that the blessedfull Trini^ 
made mankind to his image and likeness: in the same 
manner wise we know, that when man fell so deep and so 
wretchedly by sin, there was none other help to restore 
man but through him that made man. 

And he that made man for love, by the same love he 
would restore man to the same bliss and over-passing. 

And right as we were made like to the Trini^ in our 
first making, our Maker would that we should be like to 
Jesu Christ our Saviour in heaven without end by the 
Tertue of our own making. 

Then between these two he would for love, and for 
worship of man, make himself as like to man in this deadly 
life, in our foul-head and in our wretchedness, as man 
might be without guilt : whereof it meaneth as is before 
•aid, it was the image and the likeness of our foul black 
deeds, wherein our fair bright blessed Lord hid hisGrod-head. 

But Terily I dare say^ and we ought to believe, that so 
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fair a man was never none but he, till what time that his 
fair colour was changed with travaile and mxcroWf pasnon 
and dying. 

Of this it speaketh in the Second Revelation, and in 
the xviii^ chapter, where it speaketh more of the same 
likeness. And there it saith of the Vemade of Rome, 
it meaneth by diverse changing of odour, and either 
sometime more comfortable and lively, and sometime 
more ruful and deadly, as it may be seen hereafter ; and 
this vision was a learning to my understanding, that the X 

continually seeking of the soul ple^th Ood much; for } 

it may do no more than seek, suffer, and trust 

And this is wrought in every soul that hath it by 
the Holy Ghost 

And the clearness of finding it, is of the special grace, 
when it is his will; the seeking with faith, hope, and 
charity, pleaseth our Lord ; and the finding, pleaseth the 
soul, and fulfilleth it with joy. 

And thus was I learned to my understanding, that 
seeking is as good as beholding, for the time that he 
will suffer the soul to be in travaile. It is Gods will 
that we seek into the beholding of him ; for by that 
shall he shew us himself of his special grace, when he will. 

And how a soul shall have her in his beholding, j 

he shall teach himself, and that is most worship to him, I 

and most profit to the soul, and most received of meekness 
and vertues, with the grace and leading of the Holy 



t 

m 

r 

. 
I 

i 



I > 
)■ 



! 



c 
i 



^•^ 



wfim 



28 THE 8EC0KD REYELATIOK. 

Ghost; for a soul that only resigneth him to God with 
ytry trust, either in seeking or in beholding, it is the 
most worship that he may do, as to my sight 

These be two workings that may be seen in this 
Tision: that one is teeking^ the other is hehotding. The 
9mkmg is common, that each soul may have with his 
grace, and ought to have discretion and teaching of 
Holy Church. 

It is God*s will that we have three things in our 
seeking of his gifl. The Jir$i is, that we seek wilfully 
and busily without sloath, as it may be with his grace, 
gladly and merrily, without unreasonable heaviness and 
vain-sorrow. The eeetmd^ that we abide him stedfastly 
lor his knre, without grudging and striving against him, 
into Hves end, for it shall last but a while. The third is, 
that we trust in him mightily of full and true faith : for 
it is his will that we know, that he shall appear suddenly 
and blessedfully to all his lovers. 

For his working is privy, and he will be perceived ; 
and his appearing shall be sweet, sudden ; and he will be 
trusted, for he is full homely, curteous. Blessed mote 
he be. 
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The Eleventh Chapter. 
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And after this, I saw God in a point; that is to say, in 
my understanding: by which sight I saw that be is in all 
thing. I beheld with advisement, seeing and knowing in | 

that sight, that he doth all that is done. I marvelled in i| 

that sight with a soft dread, and thought What is nn; ^ 

For I saw truly, that God doth all thing, be it never so 
litle. And I saw verily, that nothing is done by happ, ne 
by adventure, but all by the aforesaid wisdom of God ; if 
it be happ or adventure in the sight of man, our blind- 
head and un-fore-sight is the cause. For those things 
that be in the foresaid wisdom of God, been fro without 
beginning, which rightfully and worshipfully condnuaUy 
he leadeth to the best end : as it cometh about falling to 
us suddenly, our unwitting. And thus by oiu* blindness, 
and our unforesight, we say these things be by happs and 
adventure. 

Thus I understand in this shewing of love : for well I 
wot in the sight of our Lord God, is no happ, ne adventure. 
Wherefore me behoved needs to grant, that all things that 
are done, are well done; for our Lord God doth all: for 
in this time the working of creatures was not shewed, but 
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of our Lord God in the creatures ; for he is in the mid 
point of all things, and all he doth. And I am sure that 
he doth no sin. 

And here I saw verily that sin is no deed ; for in all 
this, sin was not shewed. And I would no longer marvel 
in this, hut heheld our Lord what he would shew. 

And thus as it might he for the time, the rightfulness 
of God*s work was shewed for the soul. 

Bightjulneu hath two fair properties. It is rights and 
it ]a/uU: and so be all the works of our Lord. And 
thereto needeth neither working of mercy ne grace : for 
they be all rightful, wherein faileth right nought And in 
an other time, he shewed for beholding of sin naked as I 
shall say. After when he useth working of mercy and of 
grace : this vision was shewed to my understanding ; for 
our Lord will have the soul turned truly unto the beholding 
of him, and generally of all his works, for they be full 
good. And all his dooms be easie and sweet, and two 
great eyes bringing the soul that is turned from the 
beholding of the blind deeming of man, into the faire 
tweet deemmg of our Lord God. For man, he holdeth 
tome deeds well done, and some deeds evil: and our 
Lofd beholdeth them not to, for at all that hath being in 
kind it of God's making, so is all thing that is done in 
pruperty of God's doing. For it is easie to understand 
that the best deed it well done ; and so well at the bett 
deed that it done, and the highett, to well it the leatt 
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deed done : and all in the property and in Ae older that 
our Lord hath it oideined tofim without beginning. For 
there is no Door hot he. 

I saw full tnift that he changed never hm puipoee in 
no manner of thing, ne never shall without end : Ar there 
was nothing unknown to him in his rightful ordinance fto 
without beginning. And therefine all thing were set'in 
order ere anything was made, as it should stand wiAont 
end; and no manner of thing shall fiul of that point; Ar 
he hath made all thing in fulhead of goodness. 

And therefore the blessed Tiini^ is ever fuD pleased 
in all his works. And all this shewed he full blessedly, 
meaning thus, * See I am Ood: See I am matt tUnge: 
See I do aU things : See I never left my hande of my 
vforkSf ne never ehaU unthotU end: See I lead aU thing to 
the end that I ordaine it to^ for without beginning^ by the 
eame mighty wiedom^ and love^ that I made it unth, How 
ehould anything he amiss V Thus mightily, wisely, and 
lovmgly was the soul examined in this vision. Then saw 
I verily that me behoveth needs to .assent with great 
reverence and joy in God. 
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'Sin Jpottrt]^ IfUbelation. 

7i&« Twelfth Chapter. 

Akd after this I saw beholding the body plentuously 
bleedingt in teeming of the scourging, as thus : the fair 
skin was broken full deep into the tender flesh, with sharp 
smitings, all about the sweet body : the hot blood ran out 
so plenteously, that there was neither seen skin, ne 
wound, but as it were all blood. And when it came 
where it should have fallen down, there it vanished: 
notwithstanding the bleeding continued a while, till it 
might be seen inth advisement And this was so plen- 
tuous to my sight, that me thought if it had been so 
in kind and in substance for that time, it should have 
made the bed all on blood, and have passed over all about 
Then came to my mind, that God hath made waters 
plentuous in earth to our service, and to our bodily ease, 
for tender knre that he hath to us. But yet liketh him 
better, that we take full holsomely his blessed blood 
to wash UB fipom sin, for there is no liquor that is made 
that liketh him so well to give us : for it is most 
plentuousi as it is most precious, and that by the vertue 
of the blessed Godhead, and it is our own kind, and blessed* 
foDy oirerfloweth us by the vertue of his precious love. 
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Tlte Thirteentfi C/iapter. 

And after, or that God shewed any words, he suffered 
me to behold him a conveniable tunc : and all that I had 
8cen and all the understanding that was therein, as the 
simpleness of the soul might take it 
D 
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The dear worthy blood of our Lord Jeta Christ, also 

verily as it is most precious, as verfly it is most plentnoos. 

Behold and see the Tertue of this precious plenty of his 

dear worthy blood. It descended down mto hell, and 

brake her bonds, and delivered them all that were tliere 

which belongeth to the court of heaven. The precious \ 

plenty of his dear worthy blood ov e rfloweth all earth, and | 

is ready to wash all creatures of sin wluch be of good- ||. 

will, have been, or shall be. The predous ploity of his | 

dear worthy blood ascendeth up into heaven iu the Uessed 1 1 

body of our Lord Jesu Christ: and there is in him 

bleeding, praying for us to the Father, and is and shall be 

as long as us needeth. And evermore it floweth in all 

heaven, enjoying the salvation of all mankind that be 

there, and shall be fulfilling the number that faileth. 
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Then he without Toyce and opening of lipe fonned in 
my soul these words, * Herewith is (he fiend overcome,* 
This word said our Lord, meaning his blessed passion, as 
he shewed before. In this our Lord shewed a part of the 
fiends malice, and fully his unmight, for he shewed that 
the passion of him is the overcoming of the fiend. God 
shewed that the fiend hath now the same malice that he 
had before the incarnation; and also sore he travelleth: 
and as continually he seeth, that all souk of salvation 
escape him worshipfully by the vertue of his precious 
passion, and that is his sorrow, and full evil b he ashamed. 
For all that God suffereth him to do tumeth us to joy, 
and him to shame and pain. And he hath as much sor- 
row when God giveth him leave to work, as when he 
worketh not ; and that is, for he may never do as ill as he 
would, for his might is all locked in God*s hand ; but in 
God may be no wrath as to my sight For our good 
Lord endlesly having regard to his own worship, and to 
the profit of all them that shall be saved with might and 
right, he withstandeth the reproved, the which of malice 
and of shrewdness busie them to contrary, and do against 
God^swiU. 

Also I saw our Lord scorning hb malice, and naught- 
ing hb unmight: and he wiU that we do so. For thb 
nght I laught mightly, and that made them to laugh that 
were about me, and their laughing was a liking to me : 
I thought that I would that all my even Christen had seen 
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«* I UT, then iboulil all tticy have Uughed with me ; but 
I law not Chriit hughing. But well I wot that sight 
that he shelved ma, made me U> laugh : for I undenlood 
that we maj laogfa in comforting of our self, and joying in 
God, for the fiend Is overcome. And there I saw bim 
scom hia milioa ; it was beholding to my underetanding 
into oiur Lord ; Aat is to say, an inward shewing of sooth 
fitatneM vitbont dta&ging of cheerc ; for as to my sight it 
ia a wonhipful property that is in God, which is durable. 
And after ddi I fell into a sadness, and said, ' I sec 
three thinga, gaoM, scorn, and earnest. I see game, ttiat 
the fiend is oreroone : and I see scome, that God s 
eth him, and he ihall be scorned ; and I see earnest, that he 
ia overcome fay the blcsscdful passion and death of our Lord 
Jesu Cbriat, that was done in full great earnest, and with 
aad travel.' And there I said that he is scorned ; I meant 
that God Bcometh him, that ia to say, for he scctfa him 
now as he shall do without end ; for in this God ihewed 
that the Send is damned. And this meant I, there I said 
he should be scorned : for I saw he-shall be scorned at 
doomes^day generally of all that shall be saved, to whose 
■alvation he bath had great envy ; for then he shall sec 
that all the woe and liibuladon that he hath dime them, shall 
be turned into encrease of their joy without end. And all 
the pain and the sorrow that he would have brought them 
to, shall for ever go with him to helL 
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The Fourteenth Chapter. 

Akd after this our Lord said, ' / thank thee of thy tervice^ 
and of thy travd of thy youths And in this my under- 
standing was lift up into heaven, where I saw our Lord 
God as a lord in his own house, which lord hath called all 
his dear worthy friends to a solemn feast Then I saw 
the Lord taking no place in his own house ; but I saw 
him royally reign in his house, and all fulfilleth it with 
joy and mirth, endlesly to glad and solace his dear worthy 
friends, full homely and full curteously with marvelous 
melody in endless love, in his own fair blessedful cheer : 
which glorious cheer of the Godhead fulfilleth all heaven 
of joy and bliss. God shewed three degreee of bliss that 
each soul shall have in heaven, that wiUingfully hath 
served God in any degree in earth. The fret is, the 
worship and thanks that he shall receive of our Lord God 
when he is delivered of paine : this thanks is so high and 
•o worshipfiily that him thinketh that it filleth him, though 
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there were no more ; for roetbought all the pam and 
tnTel that miglit ba suffered of ail \i\ia^ men, might not 
have deserved the Worshipful thank Ibat one man shall 
have that wilfollj hkth served God. For the tecond, that 
all the hlesaed creatures that be in heaven, ahall see the 
wonhipful thankhig : and he makcth his service known lo 
all that be in heaven. And in this time tliis example was 
shewed, a king, if be thank bis eubjccts, it is a great 
vronhip to them, and if he make it knona to all the 
lealm, then their worship is much encreased. And for 
the third, that as new, and as liking aa it !s undertaken 
that time, right ae diall it last without end. And I saw 
that homely and nrectly was this ghewcd, that the age of 
every man ahall be known in heaven, and be rewarded for 
hia wilful service, and for his time ; and namely the age 
of them that wilfully and freely ofier their youth to God, 
passingly is rewarded, and wonderfully thanked; for I 
saw that when or what time that a man or woman be truly 
turned to God, for one dayes service, and for his eodlees 
will, he shall have til these three degrees of bliss. And 
the more that the loving soul seeth this courtesie of God, 
the levir she is t« serve him aU her Ufe. 
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The Fifteenth C/uxpter. 

AxD after this, he shewed a sovereign ghostly liking in 
my soul: in this likeing, I was fulfilled of everlasting 
surenesSf mightily fastned without any painful dread. 
This feeling was so glad and so ghostly, that I was all in 
peace, in ease and in rest, that there was nothing in earth 
that should have grieved me. This lasted hut a while, 
and I was turned and left to myself in heaviness, and 
weariness of my life, and irkeness of my self, that unneth 
I could have patience to live : there was no comfort, ne 
none to ease my feeling, hut faith, hope, and charity : and 
these I had in truth, hut full litle in feeling. 

And none after this our hlessed Lord g^ve me again of 
the comfort and the rest in soul, likeing and sureness, so 
bleisedfully and so mightifully, that no dread, ne sorrow, 
na no pain bodily, ne ghostly that might be suffered 
sboold have diseased me. And then the pain sheweth 
again to my feeling, and then the joy and the liking : and 
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THE SEVZKTH BZYEI^TIOIT. 

now that one, lud now that other divera times ; I cuppose 
about twenty times. And in tbo time of ^oy, I might 
have Baid with Saint Paul, ' Nothing sball depart me ih> 
the charity of GhrifiL' And in Oxe pain I might have 
said with Saint Peter, ' Lord save n 

This vision was shewed to leam me at my imder- 
standing, ttiat it is speedful to some soids to feel on this 
wise. Sometime to be io comfort, and sometime to foil, 
■nd to be left to themself ; God will that we know that he 
keepeth us ever in tike sure, in woe, and in weale. 
Aiid for profit of mans soul, a man is sometimes left to 
himself, although his sin is not c 

lime I sinned not, wherefore I should be left to myself, for 
it was so sudden. Also, I deserved not to have had this 
bleescdful feeling, but freely our Lord ^veth it when he 
will ; and sufibreth us in woe sometirae, and both is one 
love. For it is Gods will that we hold us in comfort with 
all our might ; for bliss is lasting without end, and pain is 
passing, and shot! be brought to naught to tliem that shall 
be saved. Therefore it is not God'swill, that we follow 
the feeling of pains in sorrow and mourning for them, but 
suddenly pass over, and hold us in the endless liking that 
is God. 
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And the Sixteenth Chapter. 

AnzB this, Chrifit shewed a part of his passion, near his 
dying: I saw the sweet face as it were dry and bloodless, 
with pale dying, and dead pale languring, and then turned 
more dead into blew, and after in brown-blew, as the flesh 
turned more deep dead. For his passion shewed to me 
most properly in his blessed face, and namely in his lips ; 
therein I saw these four colours ; those that were before 
fresh and ruddy, lively and liking to my sight This was 
a pittiful changing, to see this deep dying ; and also his 
- ^most doggering together and dried to my sight And the 
sweet body waxed brown and black, all changed and 
turned out of the fair, fresh, and lively colour of himself, 
into diy dying; for that same time that our blessed 
Saviour dyed upon the roode, it was a diy shaip wmd, 
wonder ooidd, as to my sight: and what time that the 
precious blood was bled out of the sweet body that might 
pass therefro, yet there was a moisture in the sweet flesh 
of Christ, as it was shewed* Bloodshed and pain dried 
within, and blowing of the wind and cold, coming from 
without met together in the sweet body of Christ: and 
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Uiese four dr^ed the fieah of Christ by process of time. 
And though tlua pain were bitter and sharp, yet it was 
fuU long lasting, as to my sight. And the puln dried up 
»U the lively spirits of Christs flesh. Thus I saw the 
tweet flesh dry in my sight, pftrt aflcr part drying with 
uarvellous pain; and as long as any spurit had life in 
Cbrists flesh, so long suffered be. This long pain seemed 
to me as if he lutd been % sennet dead, dj-ing at the point 
of out-passing, always suffering the great pain : and there 
T saw it seemed as he had been a sennet dead : it specificth, 
that the sweet body was so discoloured, so dry, so clongen, 
so deadly, and so piteous, as he bad been sevenight dead, 
Continually dying. And methought the drying of Christs 
flesh was the most pain, and the lost of his passion. 
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Ajtd the SevmteentA Chapter. 

A»D in this drying, was brought to my mind this word 
that Christ said, ' / lAirtr For I saw in Christ a double 
thirst, one bodily, and another ghostly. This word was 
■hewed for the bodily thirst: and for the ghostly thirst 
was shewed as I shall say aAer. And I understood by 
the bodily thirst, that the body had feeling of moisture ; 
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THE KINTH BSYELATIOK. 

for the blessed flesh and bones was left all alone without 
blood and moisture. The blessed body dried all alone 
long time with wringing of the nails and weight of the 
body; for I understood that for tenderness of the sweet 
hands, and the sweet feet, by the great hardness and 
grierousness of the nails, the wounds waxed wide, and 
the body setled for weight by long time hanging, and 
peardng and raising of the head, and binding of the 
crown, all baken with diy blood, with the sweet hair 
clinging the diy flesh to the thorns, and the thorns to the 
flesh drying: and in the beginning while the flesh was 
finesh and bleeding, the continual setting of the thorns 
made the wounds wide. And furthermore, I saw, that 
the sweet skin, and the tender flesh, with the hair, and 
with the blood, was all raced and loosed about with the 
thorns, and broken in many pieces, and were hanging as 
they would hastily have fallen down while it had kind 
moisture ; how it was down I saw not, but I understood 
that it was with the sharp thorns, and the bojrstrous 
grievous sitting on of the garland, not sparing, and without 
pity, that altho brake the sweet skin with the flesh, and 
the hair loosed it from the bom^ ; where through it was 
broken in pieces as a cloath, and sagging downward, as it 
would hastfly have fallen for heaviness and for loosness. 
And that was great sorrow and dread to me, for methought 
that I would not for my life have seen it ML 

This continued a whOe, and after it began to change ; 
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uid I beheld ud marvelled how it might be, and then I 
nw it wu, for it began to dty, and ettnt a put of the 
wtight that WSB round about the garland. And bo it was 
invironed tU ahout, as it were garlund upon garland ; the 
gariand of lliotne« was dyed with '"le — '"id of blood, 
and that other garland and the head all in« colour as 

doUered blood when it was dried, 
flesh that Kerned of the face and of thr- 
iimi»Id with a tawny colour, like a dn 
aged, and the face more brown tii&n 
finwe manner »f drying; the Jirtt 
tteottd, pain following after; the I 

the /ourlh, that the bodily kind asked liquc 
inistred to him 
and grievoua was that pdn, but much i 
giicvouR it waa when the moisture failed, and all began 
to dry thiu clinging. These were two pains that shewed 
in the blessed bead: the first wrought to the diying 
while it was moist, and that other slow, with clin^g 
and drying, with blowing of wind from without ; that 
diyed him more, and pained with cold, than my 
heait can think, and all other pains, for which pains I 
saw, that all is loo litlc that I can say, for it may not be 
told. The ihewing of Chrifts pains filled me fuU of 
pains, for I wist well that he suffered but once ; but as he 
would ahew it me, and &11 me with mind, as I bad before 
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denred. And in all this time of Christs prete&oey I ielt 
no jHun but ibr Christs pftios. 

Then thought me, I knew full litle what pain it was 
that I asked, and as a wretdi I repented me, thinking if I 
had wist what it had been, kxah had me been to have 
pnyed it, ibr methought my pains passed any bodily 
death. I thought, * Is any pain in hell like this?' and I 
was answered in my xeason, * Hdl is an otkar pam^ far 
Omt i$ dstpair; htU of all pams thai lead to sakaiionj 
ikU u A$ moti^ lo u$ A$ Lmur to tufer: How might 
any pain be more than to see him that is all my life, all 
my bliss, and all my joy, sufier? Here left I stedfastly, 
that I loved Christ so mudi above my self, that there was 
no pain that might be soilered, like to that sorrow that I 
had to see him in pain. 
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The Eighteaith Chapter. 

Hzix I saw in part the compassion of our blessed lady 
Saint Maiy, iae Christ And she was so onyd in love, 
that the greatness of her love was cause of the greatness 
of her pain; ibr in this I saw a substance of kind love 
contaroed by grace, that his creatures have to him ; which 
kbd love was most fulsomelie shewed in his sweet 
motbsr, and overpassing: ibr so much as she loved him 
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more than all oti -, her pain poEsed all other ; for erer 
die higher, the m blier ; the sweeter that the love ia, the 
more sorrow it ti o the Lover to see that body in pain 
thftt he loved. ^ id eo alt bis disciples, and all bia tme 

lovers auffured mi ■- •' — •'■- ■ N»dily dying: 

for I am sure by ea»t of them 

lored hiffl go far tfa all that I 

can eny. 

Here saw la it and ua, to 

my understanding i we were in 

pain, and all crebi ain, suffered 

with bim ; that is to saj id hath made 

to our sen-ice. The firma...oi _^ ^ id for sorrow 

in their kind, in the time of Chriats dying; for it longeth 
kindly to their property to know him for their Lord, in 
whom all tbeir vertuc standetb. And when he feeled, 
then behoved needs to tbcm for kindness to feel with 
him, in as much as they might, for sorrow of his pains. 
And tbtu they that were his friends suffered pain for love. 
And gcncraUy, all that is to say, they that knew him not, 
suffered for feeling of all manner of comfort save the 
mighty privy keeping of God. I mean of two manner of 
people that know bim not, as it may be understood by two 
pereons : that one was Pilate, that other person was St. 
Dionise of France, which was that time a Paynins ; for 
when he saw wonders and marveils, sorrows and dreads 
that befell at that time, be sud, " Either the world is now 



46 THS KnfTH BSTZXJLXXOK. 

«t an end, or else, he that U maker of kinds suffereth.** 
Wherefore he did write on an altar, * This is an altar of 
the unknown Ood.' God of his goodness, that maketh 
plannets, and the elements to work in their kind to the 
Uessed man, and to the cursed. In that time it was with- 
drawn from hoth : wherefore it was, that they that knew 
him not were in sorrow that time. Thus was our Lord 
Jesu pained for us, and we stand all in this manner of 
pain with him, and shall do till that we come to his bliss, 
as I shall say hereafter. 



The Nineteenth Chapter. 

Ik this time I would have looked ho the cross, and I durst 
not; for I wist well whiles that I beheld the cross I was 
sure and safe. Therefore I would not assent to put my 
soul in peril, for besides, the cross was no sureness for 
dreed of fiends. Then had I a proffer in my reason, as it 
had been friendly said to me, ' Look 9^ to heaven to his 
Father: And then saw I well with the faith that I felt, 
that there was nothing between the cross and heaven that 
might have diseased me. Here me behoved to look up, 
or else to answer; I answered inwardly with all the might 
of my soul, and said, * Nay, I may not, for thou art my 
heaven.* This I said, for that I woukl not; for I had 
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leaver have been in that pun till dooms-ijaj 
come to heBven olhcrwise than by hini ; 
that he that bound mc so eore, he ebould u 
he would. Thus was I learned to choose J 
heaven, whom I euw only in paia at that time! 
no other heaven than Jesu, which shall be m^ 
I come there ; and this bath ever been a 
that I chose Jeeu to be my heaven by his g 
time of passion and sorrow. And that hatli b 
to me that I should evermore do eo, to choec jM 
my heaven in weal and in woe. And tbough I a 
hath repented me ; as I eoid before ; if I had w 
it had been, I had been loatb to hate prayed it ; 
verily that it waa grudging and frailty of the flesid 
assent of the soul in which God assigneth i 
Repenting and wilful choise be two contraries, ' 
felt both at that time. And those be two parts, t 
outward, that other inward. The outward party! 
deadily flesh, which is now in pain, and n 
shall be in this life : whereof I felt much at this | 
and that part wtis that I repented. The inward p 
a high and a blcssedful life, which i 
love : and this is more privily felt ; and this party 1 
which mightily, wisely, and wilfully I chose Jesu t 
heaven. And in this I saw truly, that the inward [ 
is master and sovci'nigii to the outward, nought c 
nor taking heede to the wills of that ; but all the ii 
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tod the win is set endless to be oned to our Lord Jesu : 
that the outward party should draw the inward to assent, 
was not shewed to me, but that the inward party draweth 
the outward party by grace, and both shall be owned in 
without end by the vertue of Christ, this was shewed. 



The Twentieth Chapter. 

And thus saw I our Lord Jesu languring long time for 
the uning of the God-head, g^ve streng^ to the man-head 
for love, to suffer more than all men might ; I mean not 
only more pain than all men might suffer, but also, that 
he suffered more pain than all man of salvation that ever 
was from the first beginning into the last day, might tell 
or fully think. Having regard to the worthiness of the 
highest worshipful King, and the shameful and despiteous 
painful death ; for he that is highest and worthiest, was 
foulest condemned and utterly despised : for his passion is 
to think and to know that he is God that suffered. Seeing 
after these other two points which be lower; that one is 
what he suffered; and that other for whom that he 
suffered. And in this he brought to mind in part the 
height, and the nobility of the glorious Ood-head, and 
therewith the precious head and the tenderness of the 
blessedful body which be together owned, and also the 
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lontlifubess th:Lt in our kind is to euiTcr pain ; for anauch 
^ he was most tender and cteon, right, so he v 
etrong and uigh^ to Buffer : and for every mans un 
that Gliail be saved he suffered ; and every mans sorrow, 
disBolatioa and anguish he saw, and sorrowed for kind- 
nese and love ; for in as much as our Lady sorrowed for 
his pains, as much suffered he sorrow for her sorrows. 
And moreover in as much as the sweet ntao-head of him 
was wortliicr in kind; for as long as h« vta passible, he 
vuffcred for us, and sorrowed for us. And now he is 
up-risen, and no inore passible; yet he suffered with us, 
OS I shall say stUet. And I beholding all this by bis 
grace, saw that the love in him was so strong which he 
hath to our soul, that willingfully he chose it with great 
desire ; and mildly he suffered it with great joy; for die 
soul that he beholdeth thus, when it is touched by grace he 
shall verily see that the p^na of Christs passion pass all 
pains ; that is to say, wliich pains shall be turned iulo ever- 
lasting joy by the vertue of Christs passion. It is Gods 
will as to my undersUnding that we havo ihret manners of 
beholding of his blessed passion. Tbe^jf is the beholding 
the hard pain that he suffered with a contiition and com- 
passion : and that shewed our Lord in this time, and gave 
me might and grace to see it. And I looked after the de- 
parting with all my mights, and wcnde to have seen the body 
all dead ; but I saw him not so : and right in the same time 
that me thought by seeming that the life might no longer 
last, and the shewing of the end behoved needs to be nigh. 
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The TwaiJbf-firtt Chapter. 
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SuDDENLT I beholding in the same croes, he changed 
m blewedful chear; the changing of hia blessed chear 
changed mine ; and I was as glad and merxy aa it was 
poeaible. Then brought our Lord merrily to my mind, 
' Wher€ ii now any pomt of thy pom or of thy anguUh f 
And I was full merxy ; I understood that we be now in 
our Lords meaning, in his cross with him ; in our pains, 
and in our passion dying. And we wilfully abiding in 
the same cross, with his help and his grace into the last 
point; suddenly he shall change his chear to us : and we 
shall be with him in heaven ; between that one and that 
other shall all be one time ; and then shall all be brought 
into joy. And so meant he in this shewing, ' Where ii 
now any pomt of thy pam or of thy grief?'* And we 
shall be full of bliss ; and here saw I verily, that if he 
shewed now to us his blessedful chear, there is no pain in 
earthy ne in no other place that should trouble us : but all 
things should be to us joy and bliss ; but for he sheweth 
us the sad chear of passion, as he bare in this life his 
anoss ; therefore we be in disease and travaile with him as 
oar kind asketh. And the cause why that he suffereth, 
isy Ibr he will of his goodness make us the heirs with him 
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ID his bliM. And for this litle pun that we suffer here, 
we shall htve an high endless knowing in God, which we 
might never Iiatc without that ; and the harder our pains 
have been with him ia bis crtws, the more shall am 
worship be with Hm in "-" '' — ' — 



Thxk said our good Li 

that I tufftrtdjbr thee?" j 

yea good Lord blcEscd nii 

our good Lord, ' If tJtou art apatd, I a 
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wnercy; 

_ aid Jeeu 
apaid: It u a 



I bliu, an endicsi liiinif to me, that ever I ntffereil 
pauion for thet: and if I miff hi have suffered more, J 
loould have suffered more.' In this feeling my understand- 
ing was lifted up into heaven: and there I Kiw Utree 
heavens ; of which sight I was greatly marvelled, and 
thought I Gee three heavens, and all of the bUsscdful 
man-head of ChriBt; and none is more, none is less, nonu 
is higher, none ii lower, but even like of bliss. For the 
frit heaven, Christ shewed me his Father, ia no bodily 
likeness, but in his property, and in his working; that is 
to say, I saw in Christ that the Father is. The working 
of the Father is (his, that he giveth meed to his Son 
Jesu Chiict: this gift and this meed is so blissed&l 
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to Jesu, that hiB Father might have given him no 
meed that might have been liked to him better. For 
the fini heaTen, that b the pleasing of the Father 
■hewed to me as in heaven, and it was full blissedfully ; 
for he IB well pleased with all the deeds that Jesu hath 
done about our salvation: wherefore we be not only his 
by his buying, but also by' the courteous gift of his Father 
we be his bliss, we be his meed, we be his worship, we be 
his crown ; and this was a singuler marvaile, and a full 
delectable beholding, that we be his crown. This that I 
say is so great bliss to Jesu, that he setteth at naught his 
travel, and his passion, and his cruel and shameful death. 
And in these words, * If I might ntffer more^ I would 
iufer mar$f I saw truly, that as often as he might die, 
.as often as he would, and love should never let him have 
rest till he had done it And I beheld with great dili- 
gence for to wit, how often he would die if he might : 
and truly the number passed my understanding, and my 
wits so far that my reason might not, nor could not com- 
prehend it, ne take it And when he had thus oft died, 
or should die, yet he would set it at naught for love ; for 
all thinketh him but litle in regard of his love ; for though 
the sweet manhood of Christ might suffer but once, the 
goodness of him may never cease of profer, every day he 
is ready to the same if it might be ; for if he, said he, 
would for my love make new heavens, and new earths, it 
were but litle in regard: for this mi^t he do each day if 
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he would without any travel. But for to die for my love 
BO oRen tliat the number passeth creatures reason, this is 
the highest profer diat our Lord God might make to mans 
soul, as to my aghl. Then meaaetb he thus; ' Hoio 
should it ihai he, thai I should not for thy love do aS that 
I might, mhieh deed grieveih me nought, sillien that I 
would for lh}j hoe dye *o ofien, having no regard la my 
hard palm f' And here saw I for the second beholding in 
hiE blessed passion, the love th&t mn^e Kim to Buffer, it 
pasficth as far all hie pains, as heaven is above earth ; for 
the pain was a noble, precioug, and worshipful deed, done 
in a time by the working of tove : and love was without 
beginning, is and shall be without end; for which love, 
he said full sweetly this word : ' If 1 might suffer more, 
I would ivffer more.' He said not if it were needful to 
suffer more ; but, ' If I might suffer more.' For though 
it were not needfu], and he might suffer more, he would. 
This deed and this work about our salvation, wa£ ordained 
as well as God might ordalne it ; it was done as worship- 
fully as Christ might do it ; and herein I saw a. full bLss 
in Christ; for his bliss should not have been full, if it 
might any better have been done than it was done. 
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The Ttoenty-third Chapter. 

Akd in these three words : * It is a joy^ a lUsi^ and 
mdUu Uking to me^ were shewed three heavens, as thus ; 
For the joy, I understood the pleasaunce of the Father ; 
and for the bliss, the worship of the Son ; and for the 
endless liking, of the Holy Ghost The Father is pleased, 
the Son is worshipped, and the Holy Ghost liketh. And 
here saw I for the thirds beholding in his blessedful 
passion ; that is to say, the joy and the bliss that maketh 
him to like it : for our courteous Lord shewed his passion 
to me in five manners ; Of which iheJSrst is, the bleeding 
of the head; the eeeond^ discolouring of his blessed &oe; 
the third is, the plentuous bleeding of the body in seeming 
of scourging; the/avrth is, the deep drying; these four 
as it is before said for the pains of the passion. And the 
Jifth is, that was shewed for the joy and the bliss of the 
passion ; for it is Gods will that we have true liking with 
him in our salvation. And therein he will, that we be 
migfatHy comforted and strengthened. And thus will hee 
merely with his grace, that our soul be occupied ; for we 
be his bliss, for in us he liketh without end. And so 
shall we in him with his grace ; all that he doth for us 
and hath done, and ever shall, was never cost, ne charge 
to him, ne might be ; but only that he died in our man- 
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hud, beginnmg at the sweet incarnatioD, and lasting to 
the blessed uprising on Euter morrow; bo long dured 
the cost and charge about our redomplion in deed: in 
which deed he ever joyeth endlcsly, as it is before said. 
Ah Jesu, will we take heed to this bUsa, that is in the 
blisscdful Trinity of our salvation; and that we desire 
to have asmuch ghostly likjng with his grace, as it is 
before said ; that is to say, that the liking of our salvation 
be like to the joy that Christ hath of our salvation, as it 
may be while we be here. All tlic Trinity wrought in the 
passion of Christ, ministering abundance of vertue and 
plenty of gntce to us by him, but only the maidens son 
suffered, whereof all the blessed Trinity enjoycth. And 
this was shewed in this word, 'Art thou well apaidf By 
that other word Christ said, ' If Ihou art weU apaid, I am 
wtU apaid ;' as if he had said, ' It is joy and lUang enough 
to me, and I ask not «lt» of thtt of my traetl, hut that I 
might appay thtt.' 

And in this he brought to my mind the property of a 
glad Giver ; ever a glad Giver takcth hut litle heed at the 
thing that he giveth, hut all his desire, and all his intent 
is, to please him, and solace him to whom he giveth iu 
And if the receiver take the ^ft gladly and thankfully, 
than the courteous Giver scttcth at naught all his cost, and 
all his travel, for joy and delight he hath ; for he hath 
pleased and solaced him (hat he loved. Plcntuously and 
fuliy was this shewed. Think as wisely of the grealziess 



i 



(J 



I ■' 



I 



•1 

I 






I 



■ V 
\ 



i • ? 

» . I ' 



•_ : » 

i 



I • . 



56 THE KnrTH BBTELATIOK* 



of this word, jEW. For in that was shewed an high' 
knowing of lore that he hath in our salvation, with 
nuuiifold joys that followen of the passion of Christ. 

I Qm is, that he joyeth that he hath done it in deed, and 

he shall no more suffer : that other is, that he hath there- 
with hought us from endless pains of hell : an other is, 
that he brought us up into heaven, and made us for to be 

{ . his crown, and his endless bliss. 
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if The Twenty-fourth Chapter. 



With a good chear our good Lord looked into his side, 
and beheld with joy ; and with his sweet looking, he led 
forth the understanding of his creature by the same wound 
into his nde within. And there he shewed a fair and 
delectable place, and large enough for all mankmd that 
shall be saved, and rest in peace and in love: and there* 
with he brought to mind his dear worthy bkx)d, and his 
precious water which he let pour out for love. And with 
the sweet beholding he shewed his blessed heart cloven in 
two ; and with his enjoying he shewed to my understand- 
mg In pari the blessedful Godhead, as fiur forth as he 
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would at th&t time Btrengthcn the poor eoul for to tmder- 
Btond, as it may be said; that is to mean, the endless 
lore that was withe it beginning, and is, end ehall be e 
And with this our ;ood Lord said well blcssedfully, 'X<no, 
how I love tAee; " '' ■■' '-'' "'" ' "" ^irUng, behold 
and tee iJiy Lord ier, and OOf 

tndUti joy. Set w, my duSd, 

behold and see wh tn Ay ti 

tiott : And for my t also to more 

understanding, this r-" ' Zae, how I 

loea tAee ;' as if he t: that I loted 

&»» to mucA, or Iha oould die Jbr 

thee. And now I have dua jut , . 'ered wiSiny- 

Jidly tluit I mai/ : and note U aU my hitter pain, and 
ail my Hard travel turned to everlasting joy and blise to 
me and to thee. How should it now be that thou 
ihmddcet any thing pray me that liked me; but if I 
Mhotdd full gladly grant it thee, for my liking it thy 
hotmeas, and the endleit joy and bliia with mt.' This 
U the uaderetanding simply, as I can say of this bleBsed 
word, ' Loe, how I loved thee.' This shewed our good 
Lord to make us glad and merry. 
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And the Twenty-Jifth Chapter. 

lixn with this chear of mirth and joy, our good Lord 
looked down on the right side, and brought to my mind, 
where our Lady stood in the time of his passion, and said, 
^ Wilt thou see her ?** And in this sweet word, as if he 
had said, * I%oot weU that thou unit $ee my Ueued mother: 
far after myedf^ she ie the hi^he$tjcy that I might shew 
thee^ and moit Wang and uforsh^ to fiM, and moit she ie 
deskred to he teen of all my hleeted ereaturetJ And for 
the marvellous, high, and singular love that he hath to 
this sweet maiden, his blessed mother our lady Saint 
Maiy, he sheweth her bliss and joy ; as by the meaning 
of this sweet word, as if he said, ' Wilt thou see how 
that I love her^ that thou might Joy with me in the love that 
I have in her^ and she in met* And also to more under- 
standing, this sweet word our good Lord speaketh in love 
to all mankind, that shall be saved, as it were all to one 
person; as if he said, * WHt thou see in her how thou art 
loved f for thy love I have made her so high^ so noUe^ so 
worthy: and this liketh me ; and so wHl I that it do thee.' 
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For Biter himself she is ihe most blessedful Nght: but 
hereof am I not learned to long to eee her bodily 
presence while I air here ; but the vcrtuea of her blessed^ 
fill toul, her truth, ber wisdom, her charity, whereby I am 
leuned to know iraelf- and reverentlv dread my Ood. 
And when our go id said tUi 

word, * JVili thou raid, 'Yea 

good Lord, ^^rant r >e thy will.' 

Oftentimes I prayi a seen ber in 

bodily liking, but i lei eau in that 

word dhcwcd me a sigm. i ; as I had 

seen her before litle and eli: shewed her 

then high and noble, and gik ^ <_ ling to him 

above all creatures ; and so he will that it be known, that 
•11 those that like in hira, should also like in her. 

And to more undersUnding he shewed this example ; 
as if a man love a creature singularly above oil creatures, 
he will moke all other creatures to love and to like that 
creature that he loveth so much. And in this word that 
Jesu said, ' WiU thou lee her?' methought it it was the 
most lilung word that be might ^ve me of ber, vnth the 
ghostly shewing that he gave me of her. For our Lord 
shewed mo nothing in special, but our lady Saint Maiy, 
sad her shewed thria times. The Jirst was as she con- 
ceived; the second as she was in her sorrow under the 
Gioas; and the third was, as she is now in liking, worship, 
and joy. 
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7Vi« Tieenh/sixth Chapter. 

Axa afler this, our Lord shewed him more glorified aa to 
utj Hght than I saw him before ; wherein I was learned, 
that our aoul shaU never have reet til] it come into him, 
knowing that he is full of joy, homely and courteous, 
and blcMedful, and very life. Oftcntimea our Lord Jesu 
said, ' I il am, J it am, I it am. That it highest, lit am, 
thai thou local, I il am, that thou likttt, I it am, 1^ 
thou ttnett, I it am, that tltau longest I it am, that thou 
detirul lit am, that thou meaaett I it am, that il all I 
it am, that Holy Church preacheth lhe» and leacheth thee 
I it am, that thewed mt before to thee.' The number of 
thy words pMselh my wits and uoderitanding, and all my 
mights ; for they were in the highest as to my sight : (or 
therein is comprehended I caimot tell what ; but the joy 
that I saw in the shewing of them passeth all that heart 
can think, or soul may desire. And therefore these words 
be not declared here, but every man after the grace that 
God giveth him in understAuding and longing, receive 
them in our Lords meaning* 
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Axn afler thia oi the longing 

that I had to bin g letted me 

but Kin. And e II ; tad me- 

thought, if sin h 1 have been 

clean and like to And thai in 

my folly, before why by the 

great foreEaid vri» f of Gin yraa 

not letted, for then thought me that all should ha^'e been 
well. This Gtimng was much to be forsaken ; and never- 
theless, mourning- and sorrow I made therefore, without 
reason and diBcretion ; but Jesu, that in this vision, 
informed me of ail that me needed, answered by this 
word, and said, ' Sin t> behovely, hut all shall be weU, and 
dU thall be weU, and all manner of thing shall bt weU.' 
In this naked word sin, our Lord brought to my mind 
generally all that is not good; and the Ehamcfnl despite, 
and the uttermost tribulation that be bare for us in thia 
Ufe, and his dying, and all his puns and passion bodily 
and ghostly, and the pains of all his creatures ghostly and 
bodily. For we be all in part troubled, and we shall be 
troubled following our master Je&u, till we be full purged 
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of our deadly flesh, and of all our inward affectionB, which 

be not Tery good. And the beholding of this with all the 

pains that ever were, or ever shall be. And with all this I 

understood the passion of Christ, for the most pain and over- 

I passing : and all this was shewed in a touch and readily 

I passed over into comfort ; for our good Lord would not that 

i the soul were afraid of this ugly sight, but I saw not sin; for 

J I believe it had no manner of substance, ne no part of 

being, ne it might not be known but by the pain that is 
caused thereof: and this pain is somethmg as to my 
sight for a time, for it purgeth and maketh us to know 
our self, and ask mercy; for the passion of our Lord 
\ \ is comfort to us against all this, and so is his blessed will ; 

and for the tender love that our good Lord hath to all that 
shall be saved ; he oomforteth readily and sweetly, mean- 
ing thus I * It it true^ that sm ii cause of all Ms pain; 
iiU all shall he weU^ and all manner of thing shall he welL* 
These words were shewed full tenderly, shewing no manner 
of blame to me, ne to none that shaD be safe. Then were 
it great unkindness of me to blame or wonder on God of 
my sin, sithen he blameth not me for sin. And in these 
same words, I saw an high marveUous privity hid in God : 
which privity, he shall openly make, and shall be known 
to us in heaven. In which knowing we shall verily see 
the cause why he suffered sin to come. In which sight, 

t 

I we shall endlesly have joy. 
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The TiDentyfightk Chapter 



Thus I e^w, how Christ haUi coropas^on on us for the 
cause of sin. And right na I was before io the posuon of 
Christ fuISIIed with pain and compa^aiou; like in this I 
was in party fultilled with compassion of all my even 
* Christun; for full well he loveth people that shall be 
nved ; that b to say, Gods servants, Holy Church shall 
be shakcd in sorrow, and anguish, and tribulation in this 
world, Bs men shokcth a cloath in the wind: and as to 
this our Lord answered, s!ie\ring on this mnnncr; 'M, 
a great thing shall I main hereof in heaven of endleu 
vxirship, and of everlasting Joy.' Ye, so far forth I saw 
that our Lord cnjoyelh of tho iribttlailon of Lis serrants 
witli pity and compassion ; and to each person that he 
loveth [o his bliss, for to bring, he layeth on him something 
that is no lack in his sight ; whereby they be lowed and 
despised in this world, scorned and mocked, and cast out. 
And this he doth for U> let the harm that they should take 
of the pomp, and of the pride, and of the vain glory of 
this wretched life, and make their way ready to come to 
heaven in bliss without end everlasting. For he saith, ' / 
thaii aU to break gou from gour vain affections, and your 
vioUtus pride, and after thai I shall gather you, and nuxki 
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you mak and mUdy dean and holy iy oniny to meJ* And 
then saw I that each kind compassion that man hath on 
his even Christian with charity ; it is Christ in him, that 
each manner naughting that was shewed in his passion, it 
was shewed again here in this compassion. Wherein were 
itoo manner of understandings in our Lords meaning; 
that one was the bliss that we be brought to, wherein he 
will that we enjoy. That other is for comfort in our 
pain ; for he will that we wit that all shall turn us to 
worship, and to profit by the vertue of his passion. And 
that we wit that we suffered right naught alone, but with 
him, and see him our ground. And that we see his pains 
and his tribulation pass so far all that we may suffer, that 
it may not be full thought. And the well beholding of 
this win save us from grudging and dispair in the feeling 
of our pains : and if we see verily that our sin desenreth 
it, yet his love excuseth us, and of his great courtesie he 
doth away all our blame, and beholdeth us with ruth and 
pit^, as children, innocents and unloathfuL 
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But in this I stood beholding generally, sweinly and 
moumingly, saying thus to our Lord in my meaning with 
fall great dreed; *Ah good Lard, how might all be well 
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(or the great harm that is to come by sin to liy crealureB ?' 
And here I desired as I dmrt, to hiive some more open 
declaring, wherewith that I might be cosed in this. And 
to this our blessed Lord answered full meekly, and with 
full lovely cbeir; smd shewed tliat Adam's sin was the 
most barm that ever was done, or ever bL I he into the 
world's end : and also he shewed that t! >penly ksown 

in all Holy Church in earth. Furlhei !, he learned 
that I should behold the glorious ossecth r this asscclh- 
making is more pleasing to the blessed G :ad, and more 
worshipful for man's salvation without ■■ parisoo, than 
ever was tlie em of Adams harmful. T meancth our 

blessed Lord thus, and in this teochin lat we should 
take heed to this. ' I'or sithen that I Have madt well bif 
the moil harm ; then it it my un'U that ihou 'hvtw thtrebjf 
lh»t I thaU mai4 wtU all that ii Uu,' 



The Tfdrtieth Chapter. 



Hz gave understanding of two parties, lial ont party is 
our Saviour and our salvation. This blcsBcd part is open, 
dear, fair, and light, and plenteous for all mankind that 
ia of good will, and that shall be, is comprehended in thig 
put. Hereto we be bound of God, and drawn and 
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counselled, and learned inwardly by the Holy Ghost, and 
outward by Holy Church in the same grace. In this will 
our Lord that we be occupied and joying in him, for he 
joyeth in us : and the more plenteously that we take of 
this with reverence and meekness, the more thank we 
deserve of him, and the more speed to our self. And 
thus may we see and enjoy our part is our Lord. That 
other is hid and sparred from us ; that is to say, all that 
is besides our salvation; for that is our Lord's privy 
counsel, and it longeth to the royal lordship of God to 
have his privy counsels in peace. And it longeth to his 
servants for obedience and reverence not to will to know 
his counsels. Our Lord hath pity and compassion on us, 
for that some creatures make them so busie therein ; and 
I am sure if we wist how greatly we should please him, 
and ease ourself to leave it, we would. The saints in 
heaven they will nothing wit but what our Lord will shew 
them; and also their charity and their desire is ruled 
after the will of our Lord : and thus ou^t we that our 
will be like to them ; then shall we nothing will, ne desire 
but the will of our Lord, like as they do ; for we be all 
one in Gods meaning. And here I was learned, that I 
should only ei\joy in our blessed Saviour Jesu, and trust 
in him tor all thing. 
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AxD thus our good Lord answered to all the queetlons 
and doubu that I might make, saying full comfortablj' : 
' I may mate all IhinffioeU; and I can makeaU thing well: 
and I thail maie all Iking tcell ; and J icill make all thing 
ukU; and thou thalt see Utyielf that all manner of thing 
thall he KcU.' There he Baitli, ' 2 mag^ I undcKtand for 
the Fatlicr ; and there he saith, ' / con,' I undcTstaiid for 
the Son ; and there he Huth, * / wiU,' I understand for the 
Holy Gho^t ; and there he »aith ' / ihall,' I unden^Iiuid 
the unity of the blesecd Trinity ; three persons and one 
truth : and there he saith, ' Thou thalt tee thyself,' I 
understand the coming of all mankind that shall be saved 
into the blcsscdful Trinity. And in these five wordn, God 
will that we be enclosed in rest, and peace. And thus 
chall the ghostly thirst of Christ have an end ; for this is 
the ghostly thirst of Christ, tiie love-longing that lasteth 
and ever shall, till we see that sight at dooms-day ; for we 
that shall be safe, and shall be Christ's joy and his bliss, 
been yet here, and some be to come, and so shall some be 
into that day. Therefore this is his thirst, and love- 
longing of us all together here in him to our endless bliss, 
«s to my sight ; for we be not now fully as whole b him 
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M we shall be then ; for we know in our faith, and also it 
was shewed in all, that Christ Jesu was both God and 
man : and anejrnst the Godhead he is himself highest bliss, 
and was (ro without beginning, and shall be without end : 
which very endless bliss may never be highed nor lowed 
in itself. And this was plenteously seen in every shewing, 
and namely in the xiith. where he saith, *I ii am thai is 
htgheit* And as aneyust Christs manhood ; it is known 
in our faith, and also shewed that he through the vertue 
of the Godhead, for love to bring us to his bliss suffered 
pains and passion, and died. 

And these be the works of Christs manhood, wherein 
he enjoyeth. And that shewed he in the ixth where 
he saith, * It is a joy^ a bUsiy and endleti Wang to me^ that 
ever I suffered passion for thee,* And this is the bliss of 
Christs works: and thus he meaneth; there he saith in 
the same shewing, ' We he his hliu^ toe le Jus meed, we 
he his vxirship^ we he his crown,* For as aneynst that 
Christ is our head, he is glorified and unpassible : and as 
aneynst his body in which all his members be knit, he is 
not yet full glorified, ne all unpassible : for the same thirst 
and longing that he had upon the roode-tree, (which desire 
longing and thirst as to my sight, was in him from with- 
out beginning) the same hath he yet, and shall into the 
time that the last soul that shall be saved, is come up to 
his bliss. For as truly as there is a property in God of 
mth and ju^; as verily there is a proper^ in God of 
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thirst and longing: and of the vertue of thta loa^ng in 
Christ, wc have to long again to hiro, irithout ^rhich no 
Boul com«tli U) heaven. Aud this property of longing and 
thirst comcth of the endless goodness of God ; right as 
the properly of pity c >melh of bU endless goodness : and 
though he have longi ndiy pro- 

perties, SB to my aigh. B point of 

ghostly thirst, which we be in 

need, us drawing up nas eccn 

in shewing of compsi it dooms- 

day. Thus he hatb ; and be 

hath longing to ha* his love 

suffer not the same bi 



Tfie Thirty-second Cltapter. 



One time our good Lord said, 'All manner o/ tlting sItaU 
be todi: ' niid anotlicr time ho aaid, ' 7'Aou shall tee thy 
ulf, thatall manner of thing shall he we!!.' And in tliCM! 
two the soul took sundry manner of undcrstajiding. One 
was this ; that he will, wo wit that not only he takctli heeil 
to noble ttiinga and io great, but also to litlc and to fixmll, 
to low and to simple, and to one and to other. And so 
meaneth be in that he eaith, ' All manner of thing shaU £e 
weU;' for he will that we wit that the least Ihing shall 
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not be forgotten. Another understanding is this; that 
there be many deeds evil done in our sight, and so great 
harms take, that it seemeth to us that it were impossible 
that ever it should come to a good end. And upon this 
we look, sorrow and mourn therefore ; so that we cannot 
rest us in the blissedful beholding of God as we should 
{ do. And the cause is this ; that the use of oiur reason is 

now so blind, so low, and so simple, that we cannot know 
the high marvellous wisdom, the might and the goodness 
of the blissedful Trinity. And this meaneth he where he 
saith, * Thou ihali te$ thy tdf^ thai all manner of thing 
ihaU i# weU,* As if he said, take now faithfully and 
trustfully, add at the last end thou shalt be verily in fulhead 
of joy. And thus in the same five words beforesaid, * I 
»u^ make all thing weUy I understand a mighty comfort 
of all works of our Lord God that are for to come. There 
is a deed, the which the blissedful Trinity shall do in the 
last day, as to my sight : and what the deed shall be, and 
how it shall be done, it is unknown of all creatures which 
are beneath Chnst, and shall be till when it shall be done. 
The goodness and the love of our Lord God will, that we 
wit that it shall be: and the might, and the wisdom of 
him by the same love will hill it, and hide it from us what 
it shall be, and how it shall be done. And the cause why 
he ynXlf we wit it thus is, for he will we be the more eased 
in our soul, and peaceable in love, leaving the beholding 
of all tempests that might let us of true enjoying in him. 
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Tbia is the grc deed ordcioed of our Lord God fro 

without bcginniii treasured and hid in luB blessed breut, 

only knowii to h tell; by nhich deed, be eball nittke (dl 

tiling well, for ti{ t a« tbc ble&sed Trinity made oU thing 



lught, right 
well all that ia n 
greatly, and beheli f* 

grounded in Goda 
we believe that 
and one point of 
damned, us angelt 
be now fiends; i 
faith of Holy Church; litai 
and also many Ihat hath r< 
unchristen life, ond bo dyeth o 
be damned to hell without end 
me to believe : and Etanding all thif, melhougbt it was 
unpossible that all manner of thing should be well, aa our 
Lord shewed in this time. And as to this, I had no other 
answer in shewing of our Lord but this ; ' T/iat that it 
vnpostibU to thea, it not unpoaaHiU to mee ; I thall iave my 
word in alt thing, and I shall maie aU thing well.' And 
in this I was tuugbt by the grace of God, that I should 
Btedfostly hold mo in the faith as I had before understood. 
And therewith, tliat I should stajid and sadly believe, 
that all maimer thing shall be well, as our Lord shewed in 
tlie same time ; for this is the great deed that our Lord 



3 blessed Trinity shall make 

t I marvelled 

; Out faith u 

lur faith, that 

in all thing: 

tures shall be 

pride, wtuch 

>th out of the 

t be heathen : 

ived Christendomc, and Itveth 

it of charity ; all these shall 

as Holy Church tcacheth 
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Ood •hall do : in which deed be shall save his word in all 
thing; and he ahall make well all that is not weU. But 
what the deed shall be, and how it shall be done, there is 
no creature beneath Christ that wot it, ne shall wit it till 
it is done, as to the understanding that I took of our Lords 
meaning in this time. 



The Thirty-third Chapter. 

Akd yet in this I desired as I durst, that I might have 
some sight of hell, and of purgatory. But it was not my 
meaning to take proof of any thing that longeth to our 
fidth ; for I believed sothfastlie that hell and purgatory is 
for the same end that Holy Church teacheth for; but my 
meaning was, that I might have seen for learning in all 
thing that longeth to my faith, whereby I might live the 
more to Gods worship, and to my profit And for ought 
that I could desire, I ne could see of this right nought, 
but as it is before said in the first shewing ; where that I 
saw the Devil is reproved of God, and endless by damned. 
In which sight I understand, that all the creatures that be 
of the devils condition m this life and therein ending; 
there is no more mention made of them before God and 
an his holy ones, then of the devil; notwithstanding that 
they be of mankind; whether they have be-christened or 
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not. For tliough the revelation was shewed of goodness, 
in which was mtide litle mention of evil: yet I woe not 
dranii thereby from any point of tlic faith that Holy 
Church teachcth me to helieve. For I bad sight of tho 
paegion of Christ in divers shewing; in the first, in the 
ttnond, in tho fourth, in the eighth, as i before said ; 
wherein 1 had in part feeling of the ror >i our L&dy, 

and of hin true friends that saw his puii. ut I saw not 
■o properly specified the Jen i death ; but 

DO-twitlutanding I knew in i^^ u, ey were ac- 

cursed and damned without end, sav le that were 

cwiverled by grace. 

And I was Gtrengtbed, and leai nea ^ 'ally to keep 
me in the faith, in every point, and in all as J had before 
understood, hoping that I was therein with mercy and the 
grace of God, desiring and praying in my meaning, that I 
might continue therein unto my lives end. It iaGoda will 
tbftt we have great regard to all the deeds that he hath 
done ; for he will thereby tliat we know, trust and believe 
all that he shall doc. But evermore us needeth leave the 
beholdmg what the deed shall be ; and desire we to be 
like to our brcUircn which be tlie sainte in heaven, that 
will right nought but Gods will. Then shall wc only enjoy 
in God, and be well apaid both with hiding and shewing. 
For I saw verily in our Lords meaning, the more we busie 
UB to know his privities in that or in any other thing, the 
farther more shall we be irom the knowing. 
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The Thirty-fourth Ch^iter. 

Om Lord ebewed two tniuiacr of privitieB. Oiu ia this 
gmt privity, with all the pri\7 poiuls thereto belon^g: 
and these privities he will we know thua hid, into the 
tune that he will clearly shew them to us. Tint othtr 
we the privities which himsoir shewed openly in (his 
rerelatioQ; for thoee are printies which he will make 
open and known to us : for he will that wewitthat it is his 
will that we know ihem. They ore privities to us, but 
Dot only for that he will they be privities to us, but thej 
are privities to us, for our blind-bead and our unknowing. 
And therefore hath be great ruth ; and tbcrelore he will 
make them open to ub himself, whereby we may know 
him, and Icve bim, and cleave to him. For aQ that is 
speedelul in us to wit, and for to know, full courteously 
our good Lord will shew us what it is with all the preach- 
ing and teaching of Holy Church, God shewed full great 
pleasaunce that he hath in all men *"H women, that 
mightily and wisely take the preaching and teaching of 
Holy Chnrch; for he it is Holy Church; be is the 
ground, he is the substance, he is the teaching, he is tha 
laacber, he is the end, and he is the meed: wberefcre 
eroy Idnd soul traveleth. And this is known, and shall 
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be known to etLch muI to which the Holy Ghost declareth 
it. And I hope truly all those that neck thuB, they shall 
apeed, for they seek God. All this that I have now said, 
and more as I shall say hereafter, is comforting against 
«n. For in the third shewing, when I saw that God doth 
■11 that is done, I saw not sin, and then I >w that tH a 
well ; hut when God Bbened roe for sin, t> eaid he, ' AU 
Mhati be well.' 



The Tliirts-^fih C 

Akd when God Almighty had shewed bo plenteously, and 
BO fully of his goodntss, I desired, to wit, of a certain 
creature tliat I loved, if it should continue in good Uving ; 
which I hoped hy the grace of God was hegun. And in 
this singular deeire it Eccmcd that I letted myself; for I 
was not taught in this time. And then wa£ I answered in 
my reason, as it were by a friendful mean ; ' Take it 
gentrally, and behold the courlesie of Ihy Lord Ood, oi he 
thtKed to thee; foi- it is more worship to God to beliold 
him in aU, than in any special thing.' I assented, and 
therewith I learned, that it is more worship to God to 
know oil thing In general, than to hke in any thing in 
special, and if I should do wisely aAcr this teaching. I 
hold not be glad for any thing in special, ne greatljr 
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diseaMd for any maimer thuig, for *aU ihail i# weiL' For 
the full-head of joy, is to behold God in all ; for by the 
same blessed might, wisdom, and love, that he made all 
thing; to the same end, our good Lord leadeth it con- 
tinually, and there to himself shall bring it, and when it 
is time we shall see it And the ground of this was 
i 1 shewed in theJSnt^ and more openly in the iMrdy where it 

saith ; I saw God in a point : All that our Lord doth, is 
rightfully, and all that he suffereth is worshipful. And in 
these two is comprehended good and evil ; for all that is 
good our Lord doth, and that is evil our Lord suffereth : 
; I say not that evil is worshipful, but I say the sufferance 

of our Lord God is worshipful, whereby his goodness 

t shall be known without end, and his marvellous meekness 

I I and mild-head by this working of mercy and g^ace. 

J Right full-head is that thing that is so good, that it may 

I not be better than it is : for God himself is very rightful- 

I head, and all his works be done rightfully, as they be 

; \ ordained fro without beginning by his high might, his high 

! ! wisdom, his high goodness. And right, as he hath 

. I ovdained it to the best, right so he worketh continually, 

and leadeth it to the same end : And he is ever full 
pleased with himself, and with all his works. And the 
beholding of this blessed accord is full sweet to the soul 
that seeth it by grace. All the souls that shall be saved 
In heaven without end, be made rightful in the sight of 
God, and by his own goodness. In which rightfullnass we 
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be endlcsly kept, and marvellously above all cruaturce. And 
mercy is a working that comctb of the goodness of God. 
And it ehall last working as long as sin b suffered to pursue 
rightful souls: and wlicn sin hatb no longer leave to 
pursue, then shall the working of mere}' cease : and then 
shall all be brought into rightfulness, i therein stand 
without end. By Ms sufferance we fall, in his blcsAcd 
love vith his might, and his tvi«dom v kept, and hy 

mercy and grace we be rused to Id more joy. 

And thus in rightfulness and in me rill be known 

and lored, now and without end. the soul that 

wisely beholdeth in grace ^ th both, and 

endlealj- enjoyetb. 



Tlte Thirtysixtk CluipUr. 

w 

Ode Lord God shewed Uiat a deed sboll be done, and \ 

himself shall do it ; and it shall bo worabipful and mar- 
vellous, and picntuous, and by him it shall be done, and 
himself shall do it, Atid this is the highest joy that the 
soul understood, that God himself shall do it. And I 
shall do right nought but sin, and my sin shall not let his 
goodness working. And I saw that the beholding of this 
is a heavenly joy in a dreadful soul, which evermore 
kindly by grace desiretb Gods will. This deed shall be 
begun here, and it shall be worshipful to God, and 
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plentuously profitable to all his lovers in earth. And 
ever as we come to heaven, we shall see it in marvellous 
joy. And it shall last thus in working to the last day; 
and the worship and the bliss of that shall last in heaven 
before God, and all his holy saints without end. Thus 
was this deed seen and understand in our Lords meaning ; 
and the cause why he shewed it, is to make us to enjoy in 
him and in all his works. 

When I saw the shewing continued, I understood it 
was shewed for a great thing that was then for to come : 
which thing God shewed that himself should do it Which 
deed hath the properties before said. And this shewed he 
full blessedfully, meaning that I should take it wistly, 
faithfully, and trustfully ; but what the deed should be it 
i was kept privy to me. And in this I saw, he will not we 

dread to know the things that he sheweth ; he sheweth 
t&em, for he will we know them. By which knowing, he 
will we love him, and like in him, and endlesly enjoy in 
him. And for the great love that he hath to us, he 
i ^ sheweth us all that is worshipful and profitable for the 

k time. And those things that he will now have privy; 

yet of his great goodness he shewed them close. In 
which shewing he will we believe, and understand, that 
we should see it verily in his endless bliss. Then ought 
we to enjoy in him for all that he sheweth, and all that he 
hideth. And if we wilfully and meekly do this, we shall 
find therein great easCi and endless thanking we shall 
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be higiicst joy that may be bcbr 
himself shall do it, and man shi n 

Then mcnneth oait Lord God thus. »a > 
and «c«, here hast thott matttr i «h 
malttr of love ; here host thou 
here hast thou mailer of enjo^ng >,. 
erijoy in me, for of all thing, the 
pleatt mee.' And &b long as ve b< 
that wc by our foUy turn us to the bci 
proved, tenderly our Lord touchetli ut 
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have of him therefore. And tliis ib the undci-Btanding of 
this word, ' That it thaU he done by me,' that is to wf, 
the general man ; that is to Fuy, all thnt shaU be safe, it 
ehall be worshiptul, marvellous, and picatuous, and '2^ me 
iithailbe done,andGod himeelf thalldoil' And this shall 



'Lett! 



cd tliat God 
ight but sin. 
aid, ■ Behold 
JM Itatl thou 

y«!/: 
fir my hve 
Utk 

!, what time 
>r of the re- 
, and blissedfully 
IB alone my dear 
n enough to thee, and etijoy 
salvation' And that this is our 
e thu fouI that ia pcarccd 
therewith by grace, ehall see it and feel it; and though it 
be so that this deed be truly take for the general man, yet it 
ezcludcth not the special ; for what our good Lord will do 
by his poor creatures, it is now unknown to me. But this 
deed, and that other aforcKud, it is not both one, but two 
sundry ; but this deed Ehall be known sooner, and that shall 
be as wc come to heaven. And to whom our ImtA givelh 
it, it may be known here in party. But the great deed afore- 
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•aid shall neither be known in heaven nor in earth till that 
it be done. And furthermore, he gave special under- 
standing and teaching of working, and shewing of miracles 
as this ; *Itit known that I have done nuradee here before 
many^ and JuU high and marveUoue^ worship/id and greats 
and eo at I have done^ I do now contmualfy^ and ehatt m 
eommg of time. It ie knoum that he/ore nUrades come^ 

iorrowif and angtUih^ and trouble.* And that is, that we 

'I 
I i I should know our own feebleness and mischief that we be 

fidlen in by sin, to meek us, and make us to cry to Ood 
' « I j for help and grace ; and great miracles come afler, and 

I that of the high might and wisdom, and goodness of God, 

shewing his vertue and the joyes of heaven, so as it may 
be in this passing life, and that for the strengthening of 
our faith, and encrease of our hope in chari^. Where- 
fore it pleaseth him to be known and worshipped in 
miracles. Then meaneth he thus, he will that we be not 
bom over low for sorrows and tempests that fall to us, for 
it hath ever so been before miracles comming. 
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The Thirty-uvenOi Chapter. 

Oo2> brought to mind that I should sin: and for liking 
that I had in beholding of him, I entented not redily to 
that shewing. * And our Lord full mercifully abode, and 
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gave me grace for to entend. And this shewing I took 
ungularly to mj'seif : but by all the gracious comforts that 
followeth u ye shall see, I nas leamed to take it to all 
mine even Christea, all in general, and nothing in special : 
though our Lord shewed me tliiit I should sin, by me 
alone is understood all. And in tliis J mceivcd a solt 
dread: and to this our Lord answered, f kup thtt full 
turdi}^ This word was said with more ^e and surencss 
of ghostly keeping, than I can or ma} : for as it was 
afore sheared to me that I should aii ight go was the 
comfort shelved sureness of keeping ; all mine even 
Chiisten (XVho skali bt toted J, V may make me 
more to love mine eren Christen, than to see in God that 
he loveth all that shall be saved, as it were ol! one eouI ; 
for in every soul that shall be saved, is a godly will that 
never finally asscntcth to Einn, nc never shall. Right as 
there is « beastly will in the lower party that may will no 
good ; right so there is a godly will in the higher party ; 
which will is so good, that it may never will evil endlcsly, 
but ever good ; and therefore we be that he loveth, and 
endlesly we do that he iiketh. And this ebewed our good 
Lord in the whotehead of love that we etond in his sight, 
yea that he loveth ue now as well while that we be here, 
as he shall do when we be there before his blessed face. 
But for failing of love in our party, theielbre is all our 
travel. 
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The Thirty^ghih Chapter. 

ikXTD God shewed that sin shall be no shame but worship 
to man ; for right as to every sin is answering a pain by 
truth : right so for every sin to the same soul is g^ven a 
bliss by love. Right as divers sins be punished with 
divers pains after that it be grievous; right so shall 
they be rewarded with diverse joys in heaven for their 
victories, after as the sin hath been painful and sorrow- 
ful to the soul in earth; for the soul that shall come 
to heaven is so precious to God, and the place so 
worshipful, that the goodness of God suffereth never 
that soul to sin finally that shall come thither: but 
what sinners they are that so shall be rewarded, is made 
known in Holy Church in earth, and also in heaven, by 
overpassing worships : for in this sight my understanding 
was lifted up into heaven. And then God brought merily 
to my mind David, and other in the Old Law with him 
vrithout number. And in the New Law he brought to 
my mmd, first Magdalen, Peter, and Paul, Thomas, and 
Jude, St John of Beverley, and others also without 
number ; how they be known in the church on earth with 
their sins ; and it is to them no shame, but all is turned 
them to worship. And therefore our courteous Lord 
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ehcwetb for tb^tn here in party, like as it is there fulGlled ; 
for there the token of ein ia turned to vorship. And St. 
John of Beverley our Lord shewed him full highly in com- 
fort of US for homclineEE (and countrey sake :) and brought 



to my mind how he is a kind neighbour, a 
ing : and God called him plainly St. 
as we do, and that with a full gloH 
■hewing that he is a full high saint 
blesBcdful : and with this he made 
youth, and in hia tender age, he 
servant lo God ; full greatly God Ic 
And nevertheless God suffered him to 
keeping that he perished not, ne Iol. 
afterward God raised him to manifold more grace ; and 
by the contrition and the meekness that he had in hia 
living, God hath given him in heaven manifold joy^, over- 
passing tliat he should have had, if he had not sinned or 
tallen. And that this is true, God shcwcth in earth 
with plentuous miracles doing about his body continually. 
And all this was to make us glad and merry in love. 
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T/u Thirty-mnth Chapter. 



Sin is the sharpest scourge that any chosen soul may 
be smilleu with. Which scourge all to beatctb man or 
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by compassion, we be made ready; and by true longing 
to God we be made worthy. 

The^e be three means as I understood, whereby that 
all bouIe come to heaven ; that is to say, that have been 
unncrs in earth, and ehaJI be Baved ; for bv the^e medicines 
bebovcth that every sinful Boui i si ugh that he 

be healed, his wounds be eeei u wounds, 

but as worships. And so on > :, as wc be 

puDiRhed here with sorrow and we shall be 

rewarded in heaven by the co tf our God 

Almighty, that will that none ' re Icese hia 

travel in any degree : for he beholc sorrow and 

pains to his lovers, in whom he assig. } blame for 

love. The meed that we undertake, shall not be Utle, but 
it shall be high, glorious and worshipful ; and so shall all 
shame turn to worship and to joy. For our courteous 
Lord will not that his servants despair for oft failing, ne 
for grievous foiling; for our falling lettcth not him to love 
ub; peace and love is eyer in us, being and working; but 
we he not ever in peace and in love : but he will we take 
beed thus, that he is ground of all our whole life in love. 
And furtlicrmorc, that he is our everlasting Keeper, and 
inightily defendetb us against all our enemies that be full 
fell, and full fierce upon us. And so much our need is the 
more ; for we give them occasion by our falling. 
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Th$ Fortieth Chapter. 

Akd this 18 a sovereign friendship of our courteous Lord, 
that be keepeth us so tendeily whiles we be in our sin : 
and furthermore, he toucheth us full priTily, and sheweth 
us our sin by the sweet light of mercy and grace. But 
when we see ourself so foul, then we wene that God were 
wrath with us for our un. Then be we stirred of the 
Holy Ghost by contrition into prayer and desire, amending 
of our self with all our might, to slack the wrath of God, 
unto the time we find a rest in soul and softness in con- 
science. And then hope we that God hath forgiven us 
our sin, and it is true. And then sheweth our courteous 
Loid himself to the soul merrily, and of full glad chear, 
with friendfuUy welcoming as if it had been in pain and in 
prison, saying thus: ' My dear darUng^ I am glad thou 
wricoms tomemaUtfywoe; Ihaveverhun with the§^ 
tmd mow eeat thou me lovmg^ and we he oned m UUe* 
Thus are sins forgiven by grace and mercy, and our soul 
wonhipfuUy received in joy ; like as it shall be when it 
Cometh into heaven, as oftimes as it cometh by the gracious 
working of the Holy Ghost, and the vertue of Christs 
passion. Here understood I verily, that aD manner of 
thing is made ready to us by the great goodness of God; 
so fiff forth, that what time we be our self in peace and in 
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chuity, we be verily eafe. But for we may not hsYe thia 
in fuUbead wbils we be here ; tbercforc it bcfaUeth lu ever 
to live in aweet praying, and in lovely longing with our 
Lord Jeau, ibr lie longcth ever for to bring ub to the 
fulhe&d of joy, as it is before said ; where he sheweth 
the ghostly thint 

But now beotuee of nil this ghostly comfort that ia 
before said ; if any man or womim be stirred by folly, to 
Bay or to think ; " If this be true, then were it good for 
to sin, to have the more meed, or else to charge the less 
to Bin." Beware of thi» stirring, for truly if it come, it ie 
untrue, and of the enemy ; for the same true love that 
toucheth ua all by bis blessed comfort ; the same blessed 
love teacheth u« that we shall hate sin only for love. 
And I am Bure by my own feeling, the more that each 
kind soul seeth Lhia in the courteous love of our Lord 
God, the lother is him to em, and the more he m ashamed : 
for if it were laid before us all the pain that is in hell, and 
in purgatory, and in earth, to suifer it lather than sin, we 
should rather choose all that pain, than sin : for sin is eo 
vile, and so micklc for to hate, that it may be likned to no 
pain ; which pain is not sin. And to me was shewed 
none harder bell than sin ; for a kind soul hatcth no pain 
but sin, for all is good but sin, and naught is evil but sin. 
And when we give our intent to love and meekness, by 
the working of mercy and grace, we be made all fair and 
dean. 
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And as mighty, and as wise as God is to save man, 
as willing he is. For Christ himself is ground of all the 
laws of Christen men; and he taught us to doe good 
against evil. Here we may see that he is himself this 
charity, and doth to us as he teacheth us to do : for he 
will that we be like him in whole-head of endless love to 
our self, and to our even Christen. No more than his 
love is broken to us for our sin, no more will he that our 
love be broken to our self, nor to our even Christen, but 
nakedly hate sin, and endlesly love the soul, as God 
loveth it Then should we hate sin like as God hateth it, 
and love the soul as God loveth it; for these words that 
God said, is an endless comfort, ^I hup thm JuU truly.* 
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The Fortyifirst Chapter. 

After this our Lord shewed for prayer : in which shew- 
ing, I saw two conditions in our Lords meaning. One is 
rightful prayer. Another is siker trust But yet often- 
times our trust is not full ; for we be not sure that God 
heareth us, as we think for our unworthiness, and for we 
feel right naught; for we be as barren, and as dxy oft- 
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times after our prayers as we were before. And thus in 
our feelling, our folly is cause of our weakness ; for thus 
liave I felt by my self. And all this brought our Lord 
suddenly to my mind, and shewed tht^sc words, aiid said, 
' / am grotmd of Ihy btseeking. Firat, il is my tciU thai 
AouAaveil: and nithen I make thee U U: andtithen 

I makt thee to beteel il, and Ihou teei Sow liould 

it then be, that thou ehtnildest not hat tlanyf And 

thus in the first reason, with thu 
good Lord shnvcth a mighty com 
the atune words ; and in the first n 
* And thou htaeek it :' there he 
pleasance and endless meed, that h( 
besceking. And in the b 
Mhmdd it then be?' Tl 



at follow, our 
nay be seen in 
liere he saith; 
th fiill great 
Ive us for our 
m, there he saith, ' IJow 
I said for nn unpoesible 
thing; for it ie the most unpossiblc tliat may, that we 
should seek mercy and grace, and not have it. For of all 
thing that our good Lord makcth us to bcscek himself, he 
hath ordained it to us from without beginning. Here may 
we then see, that our beseeking is not the cause of the 
goodness and grace that he doth to us, but his proper 
goodness. And ttiat shewed he verily in all these awcel 
words, there he (.aiih, ' / am ground.' And our good 
Lord will that this be kno^vn of his lovers in earth ; and 
the more that we know, the more shall we beseech, if it 
be wisely take ; and so is our Lords meaning. Beseeching 
is a true and gradous lastiiig will of the soul, owned and 
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our mights to him ; till when we have him that we wek 
in fulhcad of joy, that is Jcsu. And time shewed be in 
the x^'th ReveUtion, where he Boitb, ' T/iou thalt hunt 
tM to thy meed.' Also to prayer longcth thanking: 
thanking is a true inward knowmg, with. great reverence 
mnd lovely dreed, turning our Rclf with ir mights into 

the working that our Lord etirred u enjoying and 

thanking inwardly: and sometime ff ntuouenen it 

breakctb out with voyce, tuid imith, Lord, grutt 

merey ; blessed mote thou be.' And ime whrai the 

earth is dry, and feeleth naught; or el< tempUtioa of 

our enemy, then it is driven by reus by grace to 

cry upon our Lord with voyce, rel j hi» blessed 

passion, and his great goodness. And ro the vertue of 
our Lords word tumcth into the soul, and quickeneth the 
heart, and entreth by his grace into true working, and 
moketb it to pray full blessedfuUy, and truly to enjoy in 
our Lord, is a full lovely thanking in his eighL 



The Fortysfcojid Chapter 



Oetb Lord will that we have true understanding, and 
namely in three things that longeth to oui prayer; the 
fir»t is, by whom and how that oixr prayer springolh ; by 
whom, he shcweth when he eaith, '/ am grmmd;' and 
bow by bis goodness : for be saitb, ' Firtt it it my mU.' 
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this ground, he will that we take our stecda, and our 
dwelling. And by the gracious light of himself, he ^rill 
that we have iuider«taiidiiig of Aret things that follow. 
The^rit is, our noble and excellent making. The secondt 
our precious and dear worthy again being. The third, tdl 
thing that he hath nude be 'e uh, and for 

our love keepcth iL Then r. u if he aaid, 

' Behold and see that I hava d I -e Ihjf praj/tr, 

and noio thoa art, and praije" t he mcaneth 

that it longeth to us, to w to«t deeds be 

done, as Holy Church teachetb. beholding of 

this, with thanking, we owe ti deed that ia 

now in doinjj ; and that is, thai md guide us 

to his worship in tliis life, and bring uh to hia blisa ; and 
therefore he butli done all. Then mcanctli he thus, that 
we see that he doth it ; and we pray therefore, for that one 
is not enough : for if we pray, and see not that he doth it, 
it maketh us heavy and doubtful, and that is not his 
worship. And if we see that doth it, and wc pray not, 
we do not our duty : and so it may not be ; that is to say, 
so is it not in his beholding. But U> see tiiat he doth it, 
and to pray forthwithall : so is he worshipped, and we 
speed. All thing that our Lord hath ordained to doe, it 
ia his will that we pray therefore, either in specio! or in 
general. And the joy and the bliss that is to him, and 
the thank and the worship ttiat we shall have therefore, it 
pasKth the understanding of all creatures in this life, u 
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to my sight For pnyer is a rightwise understanding of 
that fuUhead of joy that is for to oome, with true longing, 
and very trust sayouring or seeing our bliss, that we be 
ordained to, kindly maketh us to long. True under- 
standing and lore, with sweet meaning in our Saviour 
graciously maketh us to trust And thus have we of kind 
to long, and of grace to trust : and in these two workings, 
our Ldd beholdeth us continually ; for it is our duty. And 
his goodness may no less assigne in us, that kmgeth to us, 
to doe our diligence thereto: and when we 'do it, yet 
shall us think that it is naught : and true it is, but doe we 
as we may, and meekly ask mercy and grace; and all 
that us fiuleth, we shall it find in him. And thus meaneth 
he, there he saith, * I am the grtnmd of thy beseeching,* 
And thus in those blessedful words, with the shewing, I 
saw a full orerooming against all our wickedness, and all 
our doubtful dreeds. 



TTu Fartythird Chapter. 

Pbatsb owneth the soul to God, which is ever like to 
Ood in kind and in substance, restored by grace ; but it is 
oft unlike in condition, by sin of mans party. Then is 
prayer a witness that the soul will as God will ; and com- 
fixrleth the conscience, and ableth man to grace. And 
thus he teacheth us to pray; and mi^italy to trust that 
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we sLall have it; for he beholdeth us ia love, and will 
make us partner of his good will and deed : and there- 
fore be Btin-cth ua to pray, that thai likcth bim to do: for 
which prayer and good will that we have of hii gift, he 
will reward us, and give us endless meed. And this mta 
shewed in this word, 'And w it.' In this 

word God shewed h> great plei , ■ great liking, 

as be were much beholding to r i od deed that 

we do ; and yet it is he tl for that we 

beseech him mightily, to do t m likcth; as 

if he said, ' What might thou elf tort Uiaa to 

beitecJi miijhtilif, wUely, and at thing lAat 

I toill have done.' And thua lat y prayer is 

accorded with God. Bui when oui' courlcoua Lord of 
his si)ccial grace shcwclh himself to our soul, we ha\'e 
that wc desire ; and then we see not for the time what 
we should more pray ; but all our intent, with all our 
mights is set whole into the beholding of him. And this 
is an Iiigh unperceiveable prayer, as to my sight; for all 
the cause wherefore we prayer, is to be oned in to the 
sight and beholding of him, to whom wc pray raarvollouBly, 
enjt^ng with reverent dreed ; and so great sweetnesB, 
and debgbt in him, that we can pray right naught, but as 
be BtUTcth us for the time. Aud well I wot, the more the 
soul seeth of God, tlic more she desirctb him by grace; 
but when we see him not so, then feci we aeed, and cause 
to pray for reeling, and for unablcness of our self to Jesu. 
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For when a soul is tempted, troubled, and left to herself 
by her unrest, then it is time to pray to make her self 
supple and buxom to God; but she by no manner of 
prayer maketh God supple to him, for he is ever one like 
i in loYe. 

I And thus I saw, that what time we see need, where- 

1 fore we pray ; then our Lord God followeth us, helping 

our desire: and when we of his special grace plainly 
behold him, seeing none of other needs, then we follow 
hinL And he draweth us to him by love, for I saw, and 
felt that his marvellous, and his fulsome goodness fulfilleth 
all our mights. And therewith I saw that his continual 
working in all manner of things, is done so godly, so 
wisely, and so mightily, that it over-passeth all our 
inu^iiung. md «U that we cw mean or think. And 
then we can do no more but behold him, and enjoy with a 
high mighty desire to be all oned into him, and entend to 
his motion, and enjoy in his loving, and delight in his 
goodness. And thus shall we with his sweet grace in our 
own meek continual prayer, come into him ; now in this 
life, by many privy touchings of sweet ghostly sights and 
feelings, measured to us as our simplehead may bare it 
And this is wrought, and shall be by the grace of the 
Holy Ghost, so long till we shall die in longing for love ; 
and then shall we all come into our Lord, our self clearly 
knowing, and God fulsomely having : and we endlesly be 
all hid in God, verily seeing, and fulsomely feeling him 
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ghostly bearing; and him delectably smelling, aad him 
Bweetly smelling: and there shall we see God tace to lace 
homely, and fulsomely. The creaLure which is made, 
shall see, and cndlesly behold God which is the Maker ; 
for thus may no man see God and live after ; that is to 
say, in this deadly lile : but n m ipecial grace 

will shew him here, be strengthi ' ature above 

himself, and he measureth the j iJa own will, 

and it is profitable for the timt 



The Forty-fQUrth ,» 

God shewed in all the Eevelalions ofttimes that (a holy] 
man worketh evermore his will and his worship, duringly 
without stinting: and what this working i^, was shewed 
in the Jint, and that in a marvellous ground : for it was 
shewed in the working of the bli&Bcdful eouI of our Lady 
Saint Mary hy trtith and wisdom. And how, I hope by 
the grace of the Holy Ghost, I sliail say as I saw. Truth 
seeth God, and wisdom beholdeth God ; and of these two, 
Cometh the third ; and tliat is, a marvellous delight in God 
which is love; where iruili and wisdom is verily, there is 
love verily coming of them both, and all of Gods making : 
for God is endless soveraign Initb, endless sovenugn 
wisdom, endless soveraign love unmade. And a mans soul 
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is a creature in God, which hath the same properties made ; 
and evermore it doth that it was made for ; that seeth 
God, it beholdeth God, and it loveth God: wherefore God 
cnjoyeth in the creature, and the creature in God endlesly 
marvelling. In which marvelling he aeeth hia God, hia 
Bdaker so high, so great, and so good, in regard 



of him that is made, that unneth the creature seemeth 
ought to the self; but the brightness and clearness of 
truth and wisdom maketh him to see, and to know, that 
he is made for love ; in which love God endlesly keepetb 



The Forty 'ffOi Chapter. 

God deemeth us upon our kindly substance, which is ever 
kept one in him, whole and safe without end. And this 
doome is of his rightful-head: and man deemeth upon 
our changeable sensuality, which seemeth now one, now 
another, after that it taketh of the parties, and shewed 
outward. And this doome is meddled; for sometimes it 
is good and easie ; and sometime it is hard and grievous : 
and in as much as it is good and easie, it kmgeth to the 
ligfatfubeas; and in as much as it is hard and grievous, 
our good Lord Jesu reformeth it by mercy and grace, 
throng vertoe of his blessed passion, and so bringeth 
inio the rightfubess. And though these two be thus 
aeosvded and ooed, yet it shall be known both b heaven, 
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without end. The first doomc which is of Gods rightful- 
neie, aiid that is of his own high endleee love ; and that in 
that fair sweet doome that was shewed in alt the fair 
revelatJan ; iu which I saw him a£signe to us no mnnticr 
of blacne. And though these were sweet and dclcciabk-, 
yet only in the beholding of i le full eased ; 

and that was for the doome which I had 

before understanding, and ^ in my gight. 

And therefore by this dooi" that me be- 

hoovelli needs to know my e by the Rune 

doome I understood, that si 5 ' itnes wortliy 

blame and wmth; and these mu ' see in God: 

and therefore my advise and d< m e than I can 

or may (ell ; for the higher doome God shewcth himself 
in the some time. And therefore mc hehooved needs to 
take it : and the lower doome wns learned me before time 
in Holy Church; and therefore I might not by no way leave 
the lower doome. Then waa this my desire, that I mi^hi 
see in God, in what manner that the doome of Holy 
Church here in earth, is true in his sight, and how it 
longcth to me verily to know it, whereby tlicy might bolli 
be saved, so as it were worshipful to God, aad right way 
to me. And to alt this, I nc had no otlicr answer, but a 
marvellous example of a lord, and of a servant, as I shall 
say after, and that full mistely shewed : and yet I stood in 
desire, and will, into my lives end, that I might by grace 
know these two dooms, as it longelh to me. For all 
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liecveolj thingt, aiid aO eutUj tluDgs that kng to be^^ 
be conqvdiaided m thoe two dooma. And die more 
knowing, and mdentanding, hj the giackmi leading of 
die Holy Ghoat, that we ha^e of theae two dooma; the 
move we shall aee and know our feelinga fmmd t ao rttyt f/ 
grmetj; and ercr the more that we aee them, the more 
kmdly by grace, we ahall long to be iiilfiQed of endlem 
joy andbliaa, for we be made thereto. And our kindfy 
autatancc ii urn bleaaedfullj in God, and hath been 
athcna it waa made, and ahall be without end. 



7^ Farty^tixth Chapter. 

But our paaaing liring that we baye here in oor len- 
Boahtf , knoweth not what our self is, but in our £uth. 



\ And when we know, and aee Terilj, and clearly what our 

aelf ia, then shall we TerOy and dearly see, and know our 



i Lord God in (ulhead of joy. And therefore it behoreth 

needs to be, that the nearer we be our blisa, the more we 
shall long ; and that both by kind and by grace : we may 
have knowing of our self in this life, by oontinual help 
and Tertoe of our high kind ; in which knowing, we may 
enoeaae and wax by furthering and speeding of mercy 
and grace. But we may nerer full know our self into the 
last pooit: m whkh point, thia passing life, and all man- 
ner of woe and peine shaQ haTe an end. And therefore 
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it longeth properly to us both by gra^e and by kind, to 
long and desire, with all our mighta to know our celf. In 
which full knowing, we shall verily and clearly know our 
God in fulhoid of endless joy. And yet in itU this time 
fro the beginning to ibe end, I had two mtmner of be- 
holdinga ; the ont was endl : love ; with 

eurencBB of keeping, and bli vt of this wma 

all the shewing. That otitgr m teaching of 

Holy Chiirch, of which 1 nfonned and 

grounded, and wilfully havu nderetanding. 

And the beholding of this caii e ; for by the 

shewing-, I was not stirred, nor 1 in no manner 

point. But I had therein teach t, and like it; 

whereby I might with the help of our Lord and his grace, 
increase and rise to more heavenly knowing, and higher 
loving. And thus in all this beholding, inctliought it 
behoved needs to sec and .to know that we be Einncrs, and 
do many evils that we ought to leave, and kitve many good 
deeds undone that we ought to do : wherefore we dcsene 
pain, blame, and wrath. And notwithstanding all this, 
I saw verily tliat our Lord was never wrath, ne never 
shall: for he is God, he is good, he is truth, he is love, 
and he is pence ; and his might, his wisdom, his charity, 
and his unity suffereth bira npt to be wrath : for I saw 
truly that it is against the property of his might to he 
wrath ; and against the property of his wisdom, and 
againfit the property of his goodness. God is that good- 
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neas that may not be wrath, for God is not but goodness. 
Our soul is oned to him, unchangeable goodness: and 
between God and our soul is neither wrath nor forgiveness 
in his sight ; for our soul is so fulsomely oned to God of 
his own goodness, that between God and our soul may be 
right naught And to this understanding was the soul 
led by love, and drawn by might in every shewing : that 
it is thus, our good Lord shewed ; and how it is thus 
verily of his great goodness, and that he will we desire, 
i to wit; that is to say, as it longeth to his creatures to wit 

it for all thing that the simple soul understood, God will 
that it be shewed and known for those things that he will 
have privy, mightily and wisely himself hideth them for 
love ; for I saw in the same shewing, that much privity is 
hid, which may never be known into the time that God of 
his goodness hath made us worthy to see it And there- 
with I am well apaid, abiding our Lords will in this high 
marveL And now I yield me to our mother Holy Church, 
as a simple child oweth. 



The Farfy'uvenih Chapter. 

TVo points belonging to our soul are debt One is, that 
we reverently marveL That other is, that we meekly 
suffer, eveiy enjoying in God; for he will that we know. 







that wc shall in short time bcc clearly in himself all that 
we desire. And notwitbsUndmg oil this, I beheld and 
marvelled greatly, what is the mercy and forgivenesjj of 
God? For by the teaching that I had before, I under- 
Btood that the mercy of God shall be forgiveneBS of his 
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y. But for 
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a is chimge- 
and uncunning falleth 
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wrath, afUr the time that we li 

that to a soul whose meanii 

the wrath of God were hardci 

therefore I took, that the I 

be one of the principal p< 

ought that I might behold and 

pwnt in all the shewing. But 

of the working of mercy; I » 

will give me grace. I understood thi 

able in this life, and by simplei 

into eiu : he is unmighty, and u 

his will is over-laid. In this time he is in tempest, and in 

Borrow, and in woe: and the cause is blindness, for he 

seeth not God ; for if he saw God continually, he shoiUd 

have no mlbchicvous feeling, ne no manner stirring, nor 

sorrowing that ecrvelli to sin. Thus saw I, and felt in 

the same time; and melhought that the sight and the 

feeling was high, and plcntuoiis, and gracious, in regard 

that our common feeling is in this life ; but yet mclhougbt 

it was but low and small, in regard of the great desire 

that the soul hath to see God: for I felt in me /d« 

manner of workings, which be these; enjoying, mourn- 
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ing, desire, dreed, and true hope. Enjoying for God, 
gave me understanding, and knowing that it was himself 
that I saw mourning, and that was for feeling desire, 
that was that I might see him for erer more and more ; 
understanding and knowing, that we shall never have 
full rest, till we see him clearly and verily in heaven. 
Dreed was, for it seemed to me in all that time, that sight 
should fail, and I to be left to myself. True hope, was in 
the endless love that I saw, that I should be kept by his 
mercy, and brought to the bliss. And the joying in his 
sight, with this true hope of his merciful keeping, made 
me to have feeling and comfort: so that mourning and 
dreed were not greatly painful. And yet in all this, I 
beheld in the shewing of God, that this manner sight of 
him may not be continuant in this life ; and that for his 
own worship, and for increase of our endless joy. And 
therefore we £ul oftentimes of the sight of him : and anon 
we fall into our self, and then find we feeling of right 
naught but the contrarious that is in our self. And that 
of the okL root of our first sin, with all that foUoweth of 
our own continuance: and in this we be travelled and 
tempted, with feeling of sin and of pain in many diverse 
manner, ^lostly and bodily, as it is known to us in this 
life. 
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TJui Fortijfir/hth Chapter 



But our good Lord the Ho b endless life 

dwelling in our soul, full < uid workcth 

tlierein a peace, and brli y ffra*^' ^"^ 

maketh it buxom, and accord I. And ihis 

is the mercy tu)d the way that ou d coutinually 

leadeth ua in, as long as we be ife, which is 

changeable ; for I saw no wrath b u P*^7> '"^ 

that forgiveth he in us : for wrai t else but ■ 

firowardness, and a coatrariousiteM to peace and lore. 
And either it cometh of fcehnj,' of might, or uf feeling of 
vrisdom, or of feeling of goodness : which feeling is not 
of God, but it is in our party ; for we by sin and 
wretchedness liave in ua a wrath, and a continuant con- 
trariousnesB to peace and to love. And that shewed he 
full oft in hiii lovely chcar of ruth and pity : for the 
ground of mercy is in love, and the working of mercy 
is our keeping in love : and this was shewed in such a 
manner, that I could not perceive of tlie property of 
TMXty otherwise, but ^ it were all love in love ; that is to 
ny, M to my sight, mercy ia a sweet gracious working in 
love, medled witli plenteous pitty ; for mercy worketh, us 
keeping ; «nd mercy worketh turning to us all thing to 
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good : mercy for love suffereth us to £sdl by measure, and 



) J I in as much as we fail, in so much we fall ; and in as much 



as we fall, in so much we die : for us behooyeth needs to 
I I die, in as much as we fail sight and feeling of God, that is 

Pi j our life. Our failing is dreadful, our falling is shameful ; 

tj \ } and our dying is sorrowful. But yet in all this the sweet 

4i . eye of pity and love departeth never from us, ue the work- 

? j I ing of mercy ceaseth not : for I beheld the property of 

mercy, and I beheld the property of grace, which have 
two manner of working in one love : mercy is a pitiful 
' j I property, which longeth to mother-hood in tender love : 

and grace is a worshipful property which kmgeth to royal 

lordship in the same love. Mercy worketh, keeping, 

{ , suffering, quickening, and healing, and aU is of tenderness 

of love : and grace worketh with mercy, raising, reward- 

ing, endlesly over-passing, that our loving, and our 

travel deserveth, spreading abroad, and shewing the high 

] j plenteousness, largeness of Gods royal lordship in his 

marvellous oourtesie. And this is of the abundance of 

love ; for grace worketh our dreadful failing into plenteous 

and endless solace : and grace worketh our shameful fall. 

; < f ing into high worshipful rising ; and grace worketh our 

sorrowful dying into holy blissful life : for I saw fiill truly 

that ever as our contrariousness worketh to us here in 

, . i earth, pain, shame, and sorrow. Ri^t so on the contrari* 

' ! ^ wise, grace worketh to us in heaven, solace, worship, and 

bliss; and over-passing so far fivth, that when we come 
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up and receiTe that sweet reward which grace hath 
wrought to tu there, ire shall thank and bless our Lord 
eodleslj, enjoying that ever we Buffered woe ; and -that 
■hall be for a property of blcseed love that we shall know 
in God, which we laight never have known without woe 
going before. And when I g me behooved 

needi to gnnt that the mercy oi ^J^ le for^Teness 

■lacketh and wasteth our wrath. 



The Forty-niniA Ch 

Fob it was iin high marvel to the i ich wu con* 

.tintiantljr Bbewcd vii all. and with great diligence, beholding 
that our Lord God ancynst himself may not forgive, for 
he may not bu wr^th. It were unpos^iblc ; for this was 
■liewed, that our life li all grouudud and rooted in love, 
and without love wc may not live. And therefore to the 
•oul, tliat of his special grace, seeth so far forth of the 
high marrellous gm>dnc£8 of God, that we be endlesly 
oned to him in love : it is the most unpossiblc that may 
be, that God should be wrath ; for wrath and Iriendship 
be boo contraries ; for he lliat waEteth and dcBtroyeth our 
wrath, and malieth ua meek and mild ; it bchooveth us 
needs to believe, tbat he be ever in one love, meek, and 
mild; which is contrary to wrath, for I saw full truly, 
that where our Lord appeareth, peace is taken, and wrath 
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hath no steede : for I saw no manner of wrath in God, 

neither for short time, nor for long; for truly as so my 

sight, if Grod might be wrath a while, we should neither 

, ;. ; have life, ne steede, ne being; for as verily as we have 

! j ; our being of the endless might of God, and of the endless 

i]"' wisdom, and of the endless goodness : also verily we have 

^i * ; our keeping in the endless might of God, in the endless 

|i i .' wisdom, and in the endless goodness. For though we 

i.:^ ;' feel in us wrath, debate, and strife, yet we be all 

,1 ■ * 

^l J mercifully beclosed in the midhead of God, and in his 

r 4 ' I meekhead, in his benignity, and in his buxomness. For 

I saw full truly, that all our endless friendship, our steed, 
our life, and our being is in God ; for that same endless 
i • goodness that keepeth us when we sin, that we perish not: 

I that same endless goodness continually treateth in us a 

peace sgainst our wrath, and our contrarious falling, and 
I maketh us to see our need, with a true dread mightily to 

' : ' seek unto God to have forgiveness, with a gracious desire 

of our salvation, for we may not be blissfully saved, till 
* we be verily in peace and in love, for that is our salvation. 

And though we be wrath, and the oontrariousness that is 
in us be now in tribulatkm, disease, and woe, as falling 
into our blindness, and our pronity ; yet be we sure and 
safe by the merciful keeping of God that we perish not ; 
t but we be not blissfully safe, in having of our endless Joy, 

} till we be all in peace and in love ; that is to say, full 

1 pleased with God, and with all his woiks, and with all 
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dooms; and loving and pleasable with our selves, ajid 

with our even ChriaUn, aad with sU that God lovetfa, u 

love liketh. And this doth Gods goodncBS in ub. Thoa 

saw I that God is our very peace ; and he is our sure keeper, 

when we be our self at unpeace ; and he continually 

worketh to bring ub into endi .c thus when by 

the working of mercy and gm k eek and mild, 

than we be full safe. Sudd t L aned to God, 

when she is truly pcaccd in n is found no 

wrath. And thus I eaw ' peace and in 

love, we find no conlrarious er of tettiDg. 

And that contntriousness wb is, our Lord 

God of his goodness makett ^ rofitable: fi>r 

contrariousncss is cause of all our tribuiaiion, and all our 

woe: and our Lord JcBu takcth tlicm, and sendeth them 

up to heaven ; and then they arc made more sweet and 

delectable \,h:i.n heart may think, or ton^jue can tell. And | | 

when we come thither, we shall find them ready all turned I 

into very fairness and endless worehip. Thus is God our 

Bledfaat ground, and shall be our full bliss, and make us 

unchangeable, as he is when we be there. 



The Fiftieth Chapter. 

Abb in this deadly life mercy and forgiveness is our way, 
that evennore lendeth ua to grace. And by the tempest 
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! 1 ^ . 

f <; .1 • 
■: ,^ and the sorrow that we fall in on our party, we be often 



I j ; dead as to mans doome in earth ; but in the sight of God, 

, 7 / the soul that shall be safe, was never dead, ne never shall 

: ^ ' be. But yet here I wondred and marvelled with all the 

\ '\ ;' diligence of my soul meaning thus ; ' Good Lord, I see 

\ \ ; that thou art the very truth, and I know truly that we sin 

\ 1 t grievously all day, and be much blameworthy : and I may 

;,' : j neither leave the knowing of this sooth, nor I see not the 

I |, « Jj shewing to us no manner of blame. How may this be ? 

I I ^ for I know by the common teaching of Holy Church, and 

\\X by mine own feeling, that the blame of our sins continu- 

\ \ ally hangeth upon us fro the first man, into the time that 



J ^ i^ we come up into heaven.' Then was this my marvel, 

|| that I saw our Lord God shewing to us no more blame, 

ll than if we were as clean, and as holy as angels be in 

ii heaven. And between these two contraries, my reason 

^ was greatly travelled by my blindness, and could have no 

^ ! I rest, for dread that his blessed presence should pass from 

' - 1 ^ my sight, and I to be left in unknowing how he behold us 

\V \ in our sin ; for either me behooved to see in God that sin 

were all done away, or else me behooved to see in God 
how he seeth it; whereby I might truly know how it 
longeth to mee to see sin, and the manner of our blame. 
My longing endured, him continually beholding ; and yet 
I could have no patience for great fear and perplexity, 
thinking if I take it thus, that we be no sinners, nor no 
blaoM worthy; itseemeth as I should erre, and £ul of 
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knowing of this Eooth. And if it be true that we be sin> 
nera, and blame worthy, good Lord, how luay it then be 
that I cannot see this tniih in tUee ; which art my God, 
my Maker, in whom I desire to see all irutli? For tine 
points make me hardy to ask it. Tbe _firil la, for it is 
so low a thing, for if it were an tii uld be adred. 

The itcond is, that it is so coron ir if it wcro 

special and privy also, I should bo Tlic l/iird ie, 

that it needctb me to wit, as mc tt if I shall live 

here for knowing of good and c ly I may by 

reason and by grace the more der asunder, and 

love goodness, and hate evil, as rch teacheth, 

I cried invnrdly witli all my m: ng unio Ood 

for help; meaning thus, 'Ah Lord Jean, Iving of bliss, 
how shall I be caticd?' Who sliall tell me, and teach 
me that me needctb to wit, if I may uot at this time see 
it in tbee? 



The Fifti/-Jirst Chapter 



And then our courteous Lord answered in sliciving full 
mistcly, by a wonderful example of a lord that hath a 
servant, and gave me tight to my understanding of bolli : 
which sight was shewed double in the lord ; and tbe 
sight was shewed double in the servant That oiu parij/ 
was shewed ghostly in bodily likeness. That otier party 
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was shewed more ghostly without hodily likeness. For 
the finty thus I saw two persons in bodily likeness ; that 
is to say» a lord and a servant And therewith God 
gave me ghostly understanding: the lord sitteth solemnly 
in rest and in peace; the servant standeth before his 
lord reverently ready to do his lords will: the lord 
looketh upon his servant full lovely, and sweetly, and 
meekly ; he sendeth him into a certain place to do his will. 
The servant not only he goeth, but suddenly he starteth, 
and runneth in great haste for love to do his lords wilL 
And anon he falleth in a slade, and taketh full great sorrow ; 
and then he groneth, and moneth, and walloweth, and 
wrieth; but he may not rise nor help himself by no 
manner of way. And of all this the most mischief that 
I saw him in, was failing of comfort; for he could not 
turn his £ice to look up on his loving lord, which was to 
him full near, in whom is full comfort : but as a man that 
was fuU feeble and unwise for the time he entended to his 
feeling and enduring in woe. In which woe he suffered 
jfMM great pains. The fini was the sore brusing that he 
took in his filling, which was to him much pain. The 
moomd was the heaviness of his body. The third was 
feebleness that folbwed of these two. The fimrih was, 
that he was blinded in his reason, and stonnyed in his 
mind, so fiur forth, that almost he had forgotten his own 
bve. The fifth was, that he might not rise. The tiadh 
was pain most marvellous to me; and that was that he 
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lay alone. I looked all about and beheld, and far, ne 
near, ne bigh, ne low; I saw to him no help. The 
tevenlA vaa, that tlic place that he lay in, wai long, hard, 
and grievous. I marvelled how tliia servant might thus 
meekly suffer all tbis woe. And I beheld with avisement, 
to wit, if I could perceive in him any b t ; or if the lord 
should asaign him any manner of . And verily 

there waa none seen ; for only liis gi Jl and hia great 

desire waa the cause of his fallii .nd he was a« 

unlothful, and aa good inwardly as when he stood 

before his lord, ready to do his w Lnd right thus 

continually, hia loving lord full tei beholdeth him; 

and now with a double chear ; one trd full meekly 

and mildly with ^fcat rcwih and pity ; and tliis was of 
the ^nl. Another inward more ghostly : and this was 
shewed witti a leading of my nnderstaiiding into the 
Lord in restoring, which I saw him highly enjoy for the 
worshipful resting, and noble that he will, and sbnll bring 
hia servant to by his plenteous grace ; and this was of ihc 
other shewing. And now waa my understanding led 
again into the fint^ both keeping in mind : then said this 
courteous lord in Ills meaning: ' To my beloved servant, 
what harm and disease he hath had, and laie/i in my ter- 
viee Jbr my loie, ^ca, and /or his good will? It is not 
reaion that I reward him, hit frey and his dreed. Am hurt 
and hi* tnaym, and all hit teoe ? and not only this, but 
faUeth it not to me to give him a gift, that be better to hun, 
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somedeal eased. The _firi( is, the beginning of leochiug 
that I undentood there in the s&ms time. The teaond is, 
the inward learniag that I hare understood therein sillienF. 
The third i*, tU the holy revelatioD from the bcj^imiiti^ 
to the end, which out Lord God of his goodness bringcth 
ofitimee freeljr to the sight of my ui oading. And 
these thru be k oned as to my und' inding, that I 
cannot, nor may depart them. And iic«e thru u 

one, I have teaching whereby I owe icre and tnut 

in our Lord Ood, that of the Bam. Ineaa that he 

shewed it, and for the saaie end, ri i of the same 

goodness and of the same end ; he a. olare it to ua 

when it is his will ; for twenty years al le time of the 
shewing, save three montlis I had teaching imi'ardly, as 
I shall say. It longeth to thee to take heed to all the 
properties and the conditions that were shewed in the 
example, though tlica think that it he misty and in- 
different to thy eif.-ht. I assented wilfully with great 
desire, seeing inwardly with aviscment all the points and 
the properties that were shewed in the same time, as 
far forth as my wit and my understanding will serve ; 
beginning at my beholding at the lord and at tlic servant: 
at the manner of eitling of the lord, and the place he sat 
on; and the colour of his cloathing; and the maimer of 
shape; and his chear without, and his nobley, and his 
goodness within : and the manner of standing of the 
servant ; and the place where, and how : and his manner 
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of doathingy the colour; and the shape at hiB outward 
behaviour; and at hia inward goodnem, and his unloth- 
fulnesa. .The lord, that sat solemnly in rest and in 
peace, I understand that he is God. The servant that 
stood before him, I understood that he was shewed for 
Adam; that is to say» one man was shewed that time, 
f and his falling, to make thereby to be understood how 

< Grod beholdeth all man and his falling : for in the sight of 

ll God, all man is one man, and one man is all man. This 

K man was hurt in his might, and made full feeble : and he 

I was stonnyed in his understanding; for he was turned 

I from the beholding of bis lord, but his will was kept in 

^ Gods sight: for his will I saw our Lord commend and 

I approve, but himself was letted and blinded of the know- 

ing of this will: and this is to him great sorrow, and 
grievous disease ; for neither he seeth clearly his loving 
lord, which is to him full meek and mild ; nor he seeth 
truly what himself is in the sight of his loving brd. 
And well I wot, that when theee two be wisely and truly 
seen, we shall get rest and peace here in party : and the 
fulsomness in the bliss in heaven by his plentuous grace : 
and this was a beginning of teaching which I saw in the 
same time, whereby I might come to knowing, in what 
manner he beholdeth us in our sin. And then I saw 
that only pain blameth and punisheth. And our coiurteous 
I Lord comforteth and succoureth. And ever he is to the 

I soul in glad chear, longing and loving to bring us to his 

I 
{ 
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bliBs. The place tUat ihe lord sat on wits simple, on the 
earth barren uid degcrt, alone in wildcmew ; his cloath- 
iug wu wide uid side, &nd full Eeemly, as falleth to a 
lord ; the colour of the cloathing was blew as aiure, moHt 
sad and fair ; hie chear was merciful : Ilic colour of his 
face was fair, brou-n, white, with full i 
bis eyen wen black, inost fair and bc< 
lovely pity. And within him an bey 
all full of endlecs heavcnliness : an' 
that he looked on his ecrvaiit continu 
his falling ; metliought it might me., 
and burst them in two for joy. Tbii 
of a seemly medclur, which was n: 
That otie vaa rewtli and pity : tliat 0//1, 
The joy and Wies pa^seth as far tlic ruth and the pity, as 
heaven la above earth : the pity was earthly, and the bliss 
heavenly. The ruwlh and the pity of the Father waa of 
tlie falling of Adam, which is his most loved creature : 
the joy and the bliss was of the falling of his dear worthy 
Son, which is even with the l-'ather. The merciful be- 
holding of his lovely chear, fullilled all earth, and 
descended down with Adam into hell ; with which con- 
tinuant pity, Ad;ini wa? kept fro endless dcatli. And ■ 
this mercy and pilv dwclleth witli mankind, into the time 
that we come up into heaven. But man is blinded in this 
life, and therefore, we may not see our Father God as he 
is. And what time that he of his goodness will shew 



shewing full of 
sng and broad, 
lovely looking 
uid namely, in 
liearts for love, 
Doking shewed 
oua to behold. 
joy and bliss ; 
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him to man, he theweth him homely as may, notwith- 
standing that I saw verily, we ought to know and believe, 
that the Father is not man. But his sittmg on the earth 
barren and desert, is this to mean : he made mans soul to 
be his own city, and his dwelling place ; which is most 
pleasing to him of all his works. And what time man 
was fallen into sorrow and pain ; he was not all seemly to 
serve of that noble office. And therefore our kind Father 
would have dight him none other place, but to sit upon 
the earth ; abiding mankind, which is medled with earth : 
till what time by his grace, his dear worthy Son had 
brought again his city into the noble fairness, with his 
hard traveL The blewhead of that cloathing betokeneth 
his stedfastness : the brownhead of his fair face, with the 
seemly blackhead of the eyen, was most according to 
shew his holy soberness. The largeness of hia cloathing, 
which was fair flaming about, betokeneth that he hath 
bedosed in him all heaviness, and all endless joy and 
bliss. And this was shewed in a touch; where I saw 
that my understanding was led into the Lord, in which 
I saw him highly enjoy, for the worshipful restoring, 
that he will and shall bring his servant to by his plen- 
tious grace. And yet I marvelled, beholding the lord 
and the servant before said : I saw the lord sit solemnly, 
and the servant standing reverently before his lord: in 
which servant is double understanding; am without, an 
otAsr within ; outward he was clad simple, as a labourer 
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which was diaposed to travel, and be stood full near the 
lord, not eren fore oneiist hint; but in party aside, and 
that ou tbe left side. His cloathiag was a white kiitle, 
ungle, old, and all defaulted, dyed wilb awcat of his body; 
Btreit uttmg V> him, and short as it were an handful 
beneath the knee; ba^e, see lould aoon be 

worn up, ready to be ragged i &nd in this I 

marv-elled greatly, tliinking, ttua an unaeemly 

cloathuig for the servant that Is so }ved, to stand 

in before so wordupful a lord. A 'd in him was 

sJiewed a ground of love ; which 1 id to the lord, 

that was even like to the love tha>, I had to hiin. 

Tbe wisdom of tbe Rerrant eaw inv Jiat there waa 

one thing to do, which should be worsnip to the lord. 
And the sen'ant for love, ha\ing no regard to himself, nor 
to nothing that might fall off him, hastily did start and 
ruu at tlie sending of hie lord, to do that thing which was 
his ivill and his worship ; for it seemed by his outward 
cloathing, aa if he had been a continuant labourer, and an 
hard traveller of long lima. And by the inward sight 
that I bad, botli in the lord and in tbe sen'ant, it seemed 
that he was onaved ; that is to say, new beginning for to 
travel ; which eci^ant was never bcnt out before. There 
was a treasure in the earth which the lord loved ; I mar- 
velled and thought what it might be; and I was answered 
in ray understanding, it is a meat which is lovesome and 
pleasing imto the lord : for I saw the lord sit as a man. 
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dnok wlieiewitk to 



that 
tibis nloBB loni hid no ■omt but ooe. and him he weoX 
out: I h^dd, thinkiB; iHiat hhoar it metj he that the 
Knuit dioold do ; and dicn I vndcntood that he dKmld 
do the gieatBit hhoar, and the hardest tnvid ; that ia, he 
•hoold be a gaidner, ddnng and diking, and sweating, 
and taming the earth iq» and down, and aeek the deep- 
neat, and water the plants in time : and in this ha dxmld 
contimif his travd, and make aweatflooda to ran, and 
noUe nlentiMMMneas froit to soffimr. whidi he should brinir 
befive the hand, and aerre him therewith to his liking; 
and he should neicr turn again, till he had dight this 
meat all readj, as he knew that it liked to the lord : and 
dwn he should take this meat, with the drink, and bear it 
full wwfuDjr befim the kxd. And all this time the k>rd 
dioold sit right oo the saaie place, abiding the servant 
] ' whom ha aent oat. And yet I manrdled fro whence the 

serrant came : tat I saw in the laid, that he hath within 
himself endless life, and all manner of goodness, save the 
treasure that was m the earth: and that was grounded 
within the lotd in marreUoua deepness of endless love. 
But it was not all to his wocihip, till his servant bath 
thus noblj dight it, and brought it before him in him- 
aelf present. And without the lord was right nought 
but wilderness. And I underrtood not all what this 
tiample meant ; and therefive I marvelled from whence 
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the Bcmat come: in the Bcnant is comprehended 
the Second Person of the Trmity ; and in the ecniuit 
is comprehended Adam ; that ia to say, all men. And 
thererore when I saj- the Son, it meaueth, the God- 
head, which is even with the Father. And when I saw 
the servant, it metuieth Chrwi which is rig'htful 

Adtim. Bjr the ncarhood of nt, is understood 

the Son ; and hy the standing i ift side is under- 

stood Adam. The lord is God licr: the scnant 

is the Son, Jesu Christ : the ] t is the even love 

that is in Ihem both. Whe II, Gods Son fell 

for the ri^t oning which was n lavcn ; Gods Son 

ntight not be separate from Ad y Adam I under- 

stand all man : Adam fell fro life to death into the skde 
of this wretched world ; and aHer that into hell. Gods 
Son fell with Adam into the slade of the maidei^s womb ; 
which was tlie fairest daughter of Adam ; and that was 
for to excuse Adam from blame in heaven and in earth. 
And mightily he fetched him out of bell. By the wisdom 
and the goodness that was in the servant, ia understood 
Gods Son ; by the poor cloathing as a labourer standing 
near the left side, is understood the manhood of Adam, 
with all the mischief and feebleness that followeth : for in 
all this our good Lord shewed his own Son and Adam 
but one man. The vertuo and the goodness that we 
have, is of Jesu CluiGt : the feebleness and blindness 
that we have, is of Adam; which two were shewed in 
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the servmt: and thus hath our good Lord Jesu taken 
upoo him all our bkme. And therefore our Father may 
nor will no more blame, assigne to us, than to his own 
dear worthy Son Jesu Christ Thus was he the servant 
before his coming into the earth; standing ready before 
the Father in purpose, till what time he would send him 
to do the worshipful deed; by which mankind was 
brought again into heaven ; that is to say, notwithstand- 
ing that he is God even with the Father, as anenst the 
Godhead : but in his fore-seeing purpose that he would be 
man, to save man in fulfilling of the will of his Father ; 
so he stood before his Father as a servant, wilfully taking 
upon him all our charge. And then he start full readily 
at the Father's will; and anon he fell full low in the 
maidens womb, having no regard to himself, ne to his 
hard pains. The white kirtle is the flesh: the single- 
head is, that there was right nought between the God- 
head and the Man-hood: the straitness is poverty; the 
old is of Adams wearing; the defaulting' is the sweat of 
Adams travel ; the shortness sheweth the servant-labourer. 



1 1 And thus I saw the Son stand, saying in his meaning: 

! . ^Loi my tUar Fath^^ I stand before thee m Adame kirtle^ 

•J all retufy to start and to run ; I would he in the earth to 

thy worship when His thy will to send hm, how long shall 
I desire itr Full truly wist the Son when it was the 

! I Fathers will; and how long he should desire; that id to 

I • 

t j mj, u anenit the Ood-head, for he is the wisdom of thd 
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Father. Wherefore this meaning was shewed in uitder- 
Btaiiding of the manhood of Christ : for tJl m&oldnd 
tliat Bhdl be saved, by the Bncet incarnation tutd paauoa 
of Christ, all is the manhood of Christ; for be is the 
head, and we bo his members : to which members the 
day and the time is unknc f passing woe 

and sorrow shall have an em, nsting joy and 

bliss shall be fulfilled. Wh. ime for to see 

all the company of heaven k lireth ; and all 

that be under heaven, which t her, their way 

is by longing and desiring. '' g and longing 

was shewed in the servant stai the Lord; or 

else thus, in the Son standing bi ther in Adams 

kirtle : for the longing and desiring ot an mankind that 
shall be safe appealed in Jesu ; for Jesu is in all that 
may be safe, niid nil tliat be saved is in Jesu. And all 
of the clmrity of GckI, witli obedience, meekness, and 
patience, and vertues that longeUi to us. Also in this 
marvellouE example, I have teaching within me, as it were 
the beginning of an A. B, C. whereby I may hove some 
.understanding of our Lords meaning : for the privities of 
the revelation be hid therein ; notwitJistandtng that all the 
shewings be full of privilieB, The silting of the Father 
betokeneth tlie God-head; that is lo say, for shewing 
of rest and peace : for in the God-head may be no travel. 
And that he sheweth himself as lord, betokeneth to our 
manhood : the standing of the servant betokeneth travel : 
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and on the left side betokeneth, that he was not all worthy 
to stand even right before the lord. BUs starting was 
the God-head, and the running was the Man-head; for 
the God-head start fro the Father into the maidens womb, 
falling into the taking of our kind. And in this faUing he 
took great sore: the sore that he took was our flesh, 
in which as soon as he took it, he had feeling of deadly 
pains. By that he stood dreadfull before the lord, and 
not even right, betokeneth that his cloathing was not 
honest to stand even right before the lord; nor that 
might not, nor should not be his office, whiles he was a 
labourer; nor also he might not sit with the lord 
in rest and peace, till he had won his peace rightfully 

i ; with his hard travel. And by the left side that the Father 

left his own Son wilfully in the manhood, to suffer all 
mans pam without sparing of him. By that his kirtle 
was at the point to be ragged and rent; is understood 
the roddes and scourges, the thomes and the nails ; the 

t I drawing and the dragging, his tender flesh renting, as I 

saw in some part, the tender flesh was rent from the 
head-pann, falling on pieces, unto the time the bleeding 
failed: and then it began to dry again, cleaving to the 
bone. And by the wallowing, and writhing, groaning, 
and mourning, is understood that he might never rise 

! I aU mightily fro that time that he was fallen into the 
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maidens womb, till his body was slain and dead, he yield- 
ing the soul into the Fathers band, with aU mankind for 
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whom he was senL And at this point he begaa first lo 
shew his mi^Iit ; for then he went into hell. And when 
he was ther-e, then he raised up the great root out of the 
deep deepness, which rightfully was kiiit to him in high 
heaven. Tlie body lay in the grave till Easter momw; 



and fro that time he lay n 
fully ended the wallowing, ai 
and the mourning. And our 
Son took upon him which ' 
bare, and short, then by ou 
white, and bright, and of ei 
ude, fairer tuid richer than wa 
on the Father, for that cloathinf 
cloalhing is now of fair seemly n 



;rc was right. 
, the groaning, 
esh that Gods 
I kirtle, strait, 
%de fair, new, 
Bs; wide, and 
g which 1 saw 
AndChriats 
icdelour, which is so mar- 
vellouB that I can it no dcscrie, for it is all of verj- 
worship. Now sitteth not the lord on earth in wilder- 
ness, but he sitteth on his rich and noble seat which be 
made in heaven most to his liking. Xow standetb not 
the Son before the Father, as a Bor\'aiit before the lord, 
dreadfully cloathcd in party naked: but he standetli 
before the Father even right richly cloathed, in blissful 
largeness; with a croi\Ti upon his head of precious rich- 
ness: for it was shewed that wc be liis crowii: which 
crown is the Fathers joy, the Sons worship, the Holy 
Ghosts liking: and endless marvellous bliss lo all that be 
in heaven. Now standeth not the Son before the Father 
on the left side as a labourer; but he sitteth on the 
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I Fathers right hand in endless rest and peace. But it is 

not meant that the Son sitteth on the right hand beside, 
as one man sitteth by another in this life : for there is no 
such sitting as to my sight in the Trinity ; but he sitteth 
I on his Fathers right hand ; that is to say, right in the 

j highest nobility of the Fathers joy. Now is the spouse 

Gods Son in peace with his loved wife : which is the fair 
maiden, of endless joy. Now sitteth the Son very God 
and ¥exy Man in his ci^ in rest and in peace, which his 
Father hath dight to him of endless purpose : and the 
Fatherin the Son; and the Holy Ghost in the Father and 
in the Son. 



The Fifty-Second Chapter. 

Akd thus I saw that God enjoyeth that he is our father, 
and God enjoyeth that he is our mother : and God enjoy- 
eth that he is our very spouse, and our soul his loved wife : 
And Christ enjoyeth that he is our brother : and Jesu enjoy- 
eth that he is our Saviour. These be five high joyes, as I 
understand ; in which he will that we enjoy, him praising, 
him thanking, him loving, him endlesly blessmg, all that 
shall be saved, for the time of this life : we have in us a 
marvellous medelour both of weal and of woe : we have 
in us our Lord Jesu Christ up-risen ; and we have in us 
the wretchedness and the mischief of Adams 
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dying. Bf ChriBt we be lascingly kept; and by h» 
gracious touching vfc be RUBcd iuto very trust of nlvo- 
tion. And by Adama falling, we be so biiken in our 
feeling on diverse manncrH by sic imd by sundry pains. 
In which we be mndc dark, and bo blind, tbnt unnetli* we 
can take any comfort. Bii' on n^, we abide 

God, and faithfully trust to have me grace. And 

this is his own working in us ; and x)dnesa open- 

eth the eye of our understanding, bj je have sight, 

tome lime more, and sometime less, kt God giveth 

ability to take. And now we be rs that one, and 

now we are suScred to fall into thai And thus u 

that medle eo marvellous in us, thn i we know of 

our self, or of our even chrislcu, in wiiit way we stand 
for the marveilousnesB of this sundry feehng: but that 
each holy assent that we assent to God when we feci him, 
truly willing to be with him with all our heart, with all 
our soul, and with all our might And then we hate and 
despise our evil stirring, and all that might be occasion of 
sin, ghostly and bodily. And yet nevertheless, when this 
sweetness is hid, we fall again into blindness, and so into 
woe and tribulaUon on diverse manners. But then is this 
our comfort, that we know in our faith that by the vcrtuc 
of Christ which is our keeper, we assent never thereto. 
But we grudge there against, and endure in pain and in 
woe, praying into that time that he shewed him again to 
us. And thus we stand in this medelour all the dayea of 
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our life: but he will we trust that he is lastingly with us ; 
and that in (hrm manners. He is with us in heaven very 
man, in his own person, us up-drawing: and that was 
I shewed in the ghostly thirst. And he is with us in earth, 

us leading, and that was shewed in the third; where I saw 
God in a point And he is with us in our soul, endlesly 
wonning, ruling, and guiding us : and that was shewed in 
the zvith. as I shall say. And thus in the servant was 
shewed the blindness and the mischief of Adams faUing. 
And in the servant was shewed the wisdom and the good- 
ness of Gods Son. And in the lord was shewed the 
lewth and the pity of Adams woe : and in the lord was 
shewed the high nobility and endless worship, that man- 
kind is come to by the vertue of the passion and the 
death of his dear worthy Son. And therefore mightily he 
eujoyeth in his falling, for the high raising and fulhead 
• of bliss that mankind is come to, over-passmg that we 
should have had, if he had not fallen. And thus to see 
this over-passing nobility, was my understanding led into 
God, in the same time that I saw the servant falL And 
thus we have matter of mourning; for our sin is cause of 
I Christs pains: and we have lastingly matter of joy; for 

I endless love made him to suffer. And therefore the area- 

« tuie that seeth and feeleth the working of love by grace, 

hateth nought but sin ; for of all thing, as to my sight, 
kve and hate be hardest and most unmeasurable contraries. 
And notwithstanding aU this, I saw and understood this 
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in our Lord's meaning, that we may not lu tliis life keep 
us from Bin ; nil bolj in full cleanuo&s, as we shall be in 
hckvcn. But ive may well by grucc keep ua fro the ai&e 
which would lead \iA to endless pain, as Holy Church 
tcacheth us, uid eschew veoial, reasonably up our mighL 
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cleave to God, in him only Imsling. For otherwise is 
the belioldtng of God, and othcnviee is the beholding of 
man. For it longolh to man meekly to accuse himself; 
and it longelh to the proper goodness of our Lord God 
courteously to excuse man. And these be Iwo parties 
that were shewed in the double clicar, iu which the Lord 
beheld the falling of hia loved servant. T/tat one was 
shewed outward, full meekly and mildly with great ruth 
and pity: and t/ial other of inward endless love. And 
right thus will our good Lord that we accuse our self 
wilfully, and truly see and know his everlasting love that 
he hatli to us, and his plcntuous mercy. And thus 
graciously to see and know both together, is the meek 
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aocuiing that our good Lord asketh of U8 : and himself 
worketh there it is ; and this is the lower party of mans 
f life. And it was shewed in the outward chear : in which 

} shewing, I saw two parts. The oim is the ruful falling of 

I man : that other is the worshipful asseth that our Lord 

j hath made for man. That other chear was shewed 

I inward; and that was more highly and all one: for the 

I : life and the vertue that we have in the lower party is of 

I the higher. And it cometh down to us of the kind love, 

of the self by grace. Between that one and that other is 
right naught; for it all is one love: which one blessed 
lore hath now in us double working; for in the lower 
partf be pains and passions, ruths and pities, merdes and 
forgiveness, and such other which be profitable. But in 
the higher party be none of these ; but all one high love 
and marvellous joy : in which marvellous joy all pains be 
wholly destroyed. And in this not only our good Lord 
shewed our excusing; but also the worshipful nobility 
that he shall bring us to, turning all our blame into 
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The Fi/ty-third Chapter. 

Axii thus I saw that he will that we know, that he taketh 
no harder the falling of any creature that shall be saved ; 
then he took the falling of Adam, which we know was 
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endtesly loved, and surely kept in the time of lU lus 
need; and now U blesscdfully restored in high over- 
passing joyes. For our Lord God is go good, so gentle, 
and so courteous, that be may never assigae default final, 
in whom he shall be ever blessed and praised. And iu 
this that I have now said. lire in party 

answered, and my great ft tased by the 

lovely gracious ihcwing of Iu which 

■hewing I saw and underst thsit in each 

soul that shall be Hkfe, is a lever assented 

to sin, nc never shall. Which good that it 

may never will evil (Gually continually it 

willeth good, and workeib g ght of God. 

Wherefore our Lord \rill we know it in the faith and the 
belief: and namely and truly that we have all this blessed 
will whole and tdi: in our Lord Jcau Christ : for that 
each kind that heaven shall be fLiMllcd with, behooved 
needs of Gods rightfulness so to be knit and onid in him, 
that therein were ki:pt a substance which mi^ht never, nor 
should be parted frum him ; and tliat through his own 
good will in his undleiiS foresaid purpose. And notwith- 
. standing this rightful knitting, and this endless oiiing, yet 
the redemption, and the again buying of mankind, id 
needful and speedful in every iliing, a^ it is done for the 
same intent and the same end, that Holy Church in our 
faith ue teacheth. For I saw that God began never to 
love mankind ; for right, the same thai mankind shall be 
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in endless bliss (fulfilling the joy of God as anempts his 
works) right so the same mankind hath been in the fore- 
sight of God, known. and loved fro without beginning in 
his rightful intent: and bj the endless intent and assent, 
and the full accord of all the Trinity, the mid Person 
would be ground and head of this fair kind ; out of whom 
we be all come, in whom we be all enclosed, into whom 
we shall all goe ; in him finding oiir full heaven in ever- 
lasting joy, by the foreseeing purpose of all the blessed 
Trinity fro without beginning. For or that he made us 
he loved us; and when we were made, we loved him. 
And this is a love made of the kindly substancial good- 
ness of the Holy Ghost ;. mightily in reason of the might 
of the Father, and wise, in mind of the wisdom of the 
Son. And thus is mans soul made of God ; and in the . 
same point knit to God. And thus I understood that 
mans soul is made of naught ; that is to say, it is made, 
but of naught that is made ; as thus : when God should 
make mans body, he took the slime of the earth, which 
is a matter medled and gathered of all bodily things; 
and thereof he made mans body. But to the making of 
mans soul, he would take right naught, but made it 
And thus is the kind made rightfully oned to the Maker ; 
which is substancial kind unmade, that is God. And 
therefcnne it is, that there may, ne shall be right naught 
between God and mans soul: and in this endless love 
mans soul is kept whole, as all the matter of the ravelatioii 
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roeaneth and iheweth. In which endlesa love we be l«d 
and kept of Ood, and never shall be lost ; for he will tlwt 
we know that our soul is a life ; which life of hie goodness 
and his grace ihall last in heaven without end, him loving, 
him thanking, bim praising. And right the same that we 
should be withgut end, thf e treasured in 

God, and hid, known, and loveu out beginning. 

Wherefore he will we wit that the thing that ever 

he made ia mankind ; and the f> stance and the 

higbeat vertue i* the blessed soul i And furtlter- 

more he will we wit, that tlits rthy soul was 

preciously knit to him in the ma ich knot is fo 

subtile and «o mighty, that it is into God. In 

which oning it is made eudleply holy. Jr urthermore he 
will we wit that aU the soula that shall be saved in heaven 
without end, be knit in this knot, and oncd in this oning, 
and made holy in this holiness. 



The Fijhj-fourth Chapter. 



AxD for the great endless love that God hath to all 
mankind, he maketh do deporting in love between the 
blessed soul of Chridt, and the least soul that shall be 
eaved: for it is full easie to beheve and trust, that the 
dwelling of the blessed soul of Christ is full high in the 
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gloriou* God-head. And truly oa I understood in our 
Lords ineuiing; where the bleraed soul of Cbriet is, then 
is the «ubGl&nce ol all the soub that shall be BttTed t^ 
ChriBt, (in their exemplar and finnl cause.) Highly owe 
we (o enjoy that God dncUcIh in our soul; and mora 
highly we owe to enjoy, that our soul dwelleth in Ood. 
Our soul is mode to be Gods dwelling pkce ; and the 
dwelling of our soul is God, which is unmade. A high 
underetonding it a inwardly to see and to know that God 
which ia our maker, dwcllcth in our soul. And a higher 
understanding it is, and more inwardly, to sec and to 
know our aonl IhU is made dwelleth in God in Bubatanee : 
<f whidi milwtance by God we be that we be. And I 
nw no difference between God and our subatence, but aa 
: it were all Ood. And yet my underatanding took, that 

' our mbatance ia m God ; that is to aay, that God ii God, 

' and our nibatance ia a creature m God. For the almighty 

! truth of the Trinity is our Father : for ha made us, and 

j keepeth us in him : and the deep wisdom of the Trini^ 

; ia our mother, in whom we be doaed : and the high good- 

; neas of the Trini^ is our Lord, and in him we be closed, 

i and be in us. We be closed in the Father, and we be 

I cloaed in the Son, and we be closed in the Holy Ghost 

' And the Father is becloeed in us ; the Son is beclosed in 

• us ; and the Holy Ghost is beclosed in us ; all might, all 

^ wisdom, and all goodneaa, one God, one Lord. And our 

fiuth is a Tertue that cometh of our kind substance into 
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our sensu^ kouI by the Holy Ghost. lu which vertue 
all our vertunB come into us; for without that, no man 
may receive vertues; for it is uaught else but a right 
understanding, with true belcif, and sure trust of our 
being that we bi: in God, and he in us, wliich we see not. 
And this vertue with all o ith ordained ta 

u* coming therein, workctt gs ; for Christ 

merciliilly is workiag in u. usly according 

to him through the gift at e Holy Ghost. 

This working makelli t}u children, and 

christen in lyving, l^_ 



Tlte F(fhj-f/th Chapter. 



AifD thus Christ is our way, us surely leading iii his 
laws. And Christ in liis body mightily beareth us up 
into heaven. Fur I saw lliat ChriEt, us all having in him 
that shall be saved by him, wortiliipfully presenteth his 
Father in heaven with us; which present full lliankfuUy 
bis Father reccivetli, and courteously giveth it unto hia 
Son Jesu Christ. Which gift and woridng is joy to the 
Father, and biiiiB to the Son, and lUdng to the Holy 
Ghost. And of all tiling that to us longcth, it is most 
liking to our Lord that we enjoy in this joy, which is in 
the blessed Trinity of our solvation. And this was seen in 
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the ninth shewing, where it speaketh more of this matter. 
And notwithstanding all our feeling, woe or weal, God 
will we understand and believe, that we be more verily in 
heaven, than in earth. Our faith cometh of the kind love 
of our soul, and of the clear light of our reason, and of 
the stediast mind which we have of God in our first 
making. And what time our soul is inspired in our body, 
in which we be made sensual, assoon mercy and grace 
begin to work ; having of us cure and keeping with pi^ 
and love. In which working the Holy Ghost formeth in 
our fiuth hope, that we shall come again up above to our 
substance into the vertue of Christ, encreased and fulfilled 
through the Holy Ghost Thus I understood that the 
sensuality is grounded in kind, in mercy and in grace: 
which ground ableth us to receive gifts that lead us to 
endless life ; for I saw full surely that our substance is in 
God. And also I saw that in our sensuality God is ; for 
in the same point that our soul is made sensual, in the 
same point is the dty of God ordained to him from vnth- 
out beginning. In which city he cometh, and never shaU 
remove it; for God is never out of the soul, in which he 
shall dwell blessedly without end. And this was said in 
the xvith. shewing, where it saith, '^ The place that Jesu 
taketh in our soul, he shall never remove it" And all 
the gifts that God may give to the creature, he hath given 
to his Son Jesu for us. Which gifts he wonning in us 
bath becloeed in him, into the time that we be waxen and 
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grown, our soul with our body, and our body with our 
Boul ; either of llicm take help of other till wo be brought up 
into Btature, as kind worketh. And then in the ground of 
kind, with working of lucrc}', the Holy Ghost gracioualy 
enspireth into us gifts leading to endless life. And 
thus was my understanding see in him, 

and to wit, to understand hat our soul 

is a made Trijiity, like to i»ed Trinity, 

known and loved from witi and in the 

making oned to the Maker, m. said. This 

sight was full Ewcct and a ihold, peace- 

able and restful, sure an< ^d for the 

worshipful oning that was Ui u. iod, between 

the soul and the body, it behooved neeas to be, tb3,t 
mankind shoutd l>c restored fro double death ; which 
restoring might never be into the time that tlie second 
Person in the Trinity had taken the lower party of 
mankind; to whom that highest was oned in tlic first 
making. And these two parties were in Christ, the 
higher and the lower, which i^ but one soul : the lugher 
party was ever in peace with God in full joy and bli^ : 
the lower party, wliich is sensuality, suffered for the 
salvation of mankind. And these two parties were seen 
and felt in the viiith. shewing; in which my body was 
fuliilled of feeling, and mind of Christs passion, and his 
dying. And furthermore, with tliis was a subtile feeling 
and a privy ioword sight of the high ports. And that 
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was shewed in the same time, where I might not for the 
mean profer look up into heaven: and that was for that 
each mighty heholding of the inward life : which inward 
life is that high substance that precious soul which is 
endless enjoying in the God-head« 



The Fifty-rixOi Chapter. 

Akd thus I saw full surely that it is ready to us, and 
more easie, to come to the knowing of God, than to know 
our own soul. For our soul is so deep grounded in God, 
and so endlesly treasured, that we may not come to the 
knowing thereof, till we have first knowing of God; 
which is the Maker to whom it is oned. But notwith- 
standing, I saw that we have kindly of fulhead to desire 
] wisely and truly to know our own soul, whereby we be 

learned to seek it there it is, and that is into God. And 
thus by the gracious leading of the Holy Ghost we shall 
know him both in one. Whether we be stirred to know 
God or our soul, it is both good and true. God is more 
nearer to us than our own soul ; for he is ground in whom 
our soul standeth, and he is mean that keepeth the 
substance and the sensuali^ together, so that it shall 
nerer depart: for our soul sitteth in God in Teiy rest, 
and our soul standeth in God in sure strength: and our 
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soul b kindly rooted in God in endless love. And ihcre- 
fore if we will bavc knowing of our bouI, and commoning, 
and dallance therewith, it bchoovcch to seek into otir Lord 
God, in whom it is inclosed. And of this encloMng, I 
saw and understood more in the xvith shewing, as I shall 
say. And as aiieinrt our siibstaroe y rightly be 

called our soul : and ancinat our sensua . may rightly 
be called our soul; and that is by ning that it 

hath in God. That worshipful city U x Lord Jcsu 

sitteth in it is our Eensuulity in wh is enclosed. 

And our kindly substance is bctlosed su, with the 

blessed kjuI of Christ sitting in rest e God-bead. 

And I saw full surely tliat it bchooveth s to be, that 
we should be in longing, and in penance, into the lime 
that we be led so deep into God ; that ive verily and truly 
know our own i^oul. And burcly I saw, that into this 
high dccpncsE our guod Lord himself leadcth us in the 
same love that be made us, and in the same love he bought 
us by mercy and grace, through vcrtue of his hleseed 
passion ; and notwithstanding all this, we may never come 
to the full knowing of God, till we know first clearly our 
own soul; for into the time that it is in the full mights, 
we may not ho all huly ; and tliat h, that our sensuality 
by the vertuc of Chrisis passion, be brought up into the 
substance, with all the profits of our tribulaUoD that our 
Lord shall make us to get by mercy and grace. I had in 
party touchiug, and it is grounded in kind ; that is to say. 
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The Fifty-tewnth Chapter. 

AxD against our substance, lie nude ub noble, and «o 
rich, that eveimore we work his nil! i his worship; 
there I Bay, we, it meaneth man that shsl s eBved. For 
truly I eaw Ihat we be that he lovetfa, I do that him 
liketh, lastingly iviibout any stinting lud of this, 
great riches ; and of this, high noble vui ;s by meDsure 
come to our wul, what time tiiat it is knit to our body : 
in which knitting we be made sensual. And thus in our 
Bubstanee we bo full, and in our pensualily we fail ; which 
failing God will restore and fulfill by working of mercy 
and grace, plentcously flowing into us of his own kind 
goodncGS. And thus this kind goodness maketh that 
mercy and grace workcth in us. And the kind goodness 
that we have of him, ableth us to receive the working of 
mercy and grace. I saw that our kind is in God whole ; 
in which he maketh diversities flowing out of him to 
work his will ; whose kind kcepcth, and mercy and grace 
restoreth and fuIfiUeth. And of these none shall be 
perished ; for our kind which is the higher party, is knit 
to God in the making, and God ia knit to our kind, which 
is the lower party in our flesh taking. And thus in 
Christ our two kinds be oued: for the Trinity is com- 
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knit him to our body in the moideiis womb, he took 
our seDsual aouL In which taking be, us kII banng 
beclosed in him, lie oned it to our subsUince. Id which 
onui^ he was perfect man; for Christ having knit in him 
all mka that ihall be saved, ia perfect man. Thua our 
L&dy is our mother, in whom we be all osed, and of 
her bom in Chriit ; for she that is mothi oui Saviour, 
is mother of >U that be saved in our S: . And our 

Saviour is our very mother, in whom wi idlesly bom, 

and never shall come out of him. Plen y, full]', and 

eweetly was this ehewed : and it is spol in the ^nt, 

where it is said, " We be all in him 1, and he is 

beclosed in us." And that is spoken a the xvilh. 

shewing, where he saiih, " //« si'ilctfi in our soul;" for it 
is his liking to reign in our understanding blessedfuUy, 
and sitteth in our soul resitfully : and to dwell in our soul 
endlesly, ua all working into him. In which working he 
will we be his helpers, giving to bim all our intent, learn- 
ing his laws, keeping his lore, desiring that all bedone 
that he doth, truly trusting in him; for verily I saw that 
all our substance is in God. 



The Fiftif^ghth Ckapter. 

God the blessedful Trinity which is everlasting being, 
right as he is endless from without beginning; right so it 
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for he is otur Mother, Brother, and Saviaiii. And in our 
good Lord the Holy Ghoat we have our rcwardiog, ind 
our yielding- for our living and our Uavel, and endlesly 
over-pacing all Ihat we desire in his marvellou* ci 
of his high plentuous grace ; for all o\ 
in the ^rit our being : and in the <i 
encreasiog: and in the third, we have 
_/frj( is kind ; the atcond is mercy ; 
For the Jint, I saw and understood, 
of the Trinity h our Father, and th. 
Trinity is our Mother, and the grea 
is OUT Lord, And all these have 
substantial making. And fiirthenu. 
Second Pertion which is our Mother 
same deer worthy pcrsoi 



ilfilling. The 
iird is grace, 
le high might 
ivisdom of the 
of the Trinity 

saw that the 
ibstancially, the 
hccorae our mother 
sensual ; for we be double of Gods making ; that is to 
say, substancial and eenBual. Our substance is the higher 
party which we have in our Father God Almighty: and 
the Second Person of the Trinity ia our Mother in kind, 
in our substancial making, in whom we be grounded and 
rooted ; and he is our Mother of mercy, in our sensuality 
taking. And thus our Mother is to us diverEe manner 
working, in whom our parts be kept undeparted : for in 
our Mother Christ we profit and eiicrease; and in mercy 
he reformeCh ua and reBtoreth. And by the vertue of 
his passion, his death, and his uprising oned us to our 
substance. This workcth our Mother in mercy to all his 
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T!u! Fifty-ninth Chapter. 

Akd an this bliss we have by mercy : ^race : wliich 
manner bliss we might never have had a. Jiown; but if 
that property and goodncas which is i od had been 
contraried, whereby we have this blis r wickedneaa 

bath been suffered to rise conlrajy to ti Mdncss ; and 
the goodness of mercy and grace con 1 against that 

wickedness ; uid turned all to goodnee d worship to 
all that shall be saved: for it is that p >erty in God 
which doth good a<;aiii^t evil. Thus Jesu Christ that 
doth good agaJiiBt eiil is our very Mother. We have 
our being of him, where tlie ground of Mother-head 
beginneth, with all the sweet keeping of love that endlesly 
followetb. Aa verily as God is our Father; as verily 
is God our Mother; and that shewed he in all; and 
namely, in these Bwcet woi-ds there he saith, ' / it am ;' 
that is to say, ' / il am, l/ie miff hi ami the ffoodncss of tht 
FaiheT'head: I it am, the icisdom and the kindness of the 
Moihtr-head: I it am, the Ihjld and the grace, that is aU 
blessed love: I it am, the Triiiitij: I it am, the l/nity: 
I it am, the high sovereign goodnesa of all manner Ihiny : 
I it am, that maheth thee to long : I il am, tlie endlest 
fuljUling of all true desires' For there the soul is highest, 
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own proper goodnesa. I understood ihr9$ manner of 
beholdings of Mother-head in God. The fint is, ground 
of our kind making. The ucond is, taking of our kind, 
and there beginneth the Mother-head of grace. The 
third is, Mother-head in working : and therein is a fortfa^ 
speeding by the same grace ; of length, and bredth, of 
height and of deepness mthout end, and all is one love. 



The Sixtieth Chapter. 

But now me behooveth to see a little more of this forth- 
spreading, as I understood in the meaning of our Lord ; 
how that we be brought again by the Mother-head of 
mercy and grace into our kindly steed, where that we 
were in made by the Mother-head of kind love ; which 
kind love never leaveth us. Our kind Mother, our 
gracious Mother; for he would all whole become our 
Mother in all thing ; he took the ground of his work full 
low, and full mildly in the maidens womb. And that 
shewed he in the first, where he brought the meek maiden 
before the eye of my understanding, in the simple stature 
as she was when he conceived ; that is to say, our high 
God the severeign wisdom of all. In this low place he 
arraid him, and dight him all ready in our poor flesh, 
himself to do the service and the office of Mother-hood in 
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all thing. The Mothers service is nearest, readiest and 
surest. Nearest, for it is most of kind ; readiest, for it is 
most of lore ; and sikerest, for it is most of truth. This 
oflELoe, ne might, nor could never none done to the full, 
but he alone. We wit that all our mothers bear us to 
pain and to dying. What is that but our very Mother 
Jesu? He ak>ne beareth us to joy, and to endless living, 
blessed mote he be. Thus he sustamed us within him, 
in love and travel, into the full time that he would 
suffer the sharpest thomes, and grievous pains that 
ever were, or ever shall be, and died at the last. And 
\ I when he had done, and so borne us to bliss, yet 

might not all this make asseeth to his marvellous love. 
And that he shewed in these high over-passing words of 
i i love \ *I/ 1 might tuffer mor$ I would suffer mor$.* He 

* mi^t no more die, but he would not stint working. 

; \ Wherefore him behooveth to find us, for the dear worthy 

1 : love of mother-hood hath made him debtor to us. The 

9 I mothdr may give her child to suck her milk; but our 

precious Mother Jesu he may feed us with himself, and 
doth full courteously, and full tenderly with the blessed 
I sacrament; that is precious food of very life, and with all 

r the sweet sacraments he sustaineth us full mercifully, and 

gradoasly. And so meant he in these blessed words, 
tHiere he said, *I ii am thai Holy Church jtnaehM thse^ 
and tmAith ihtf that is to say, all the health and the 
lift of the sacraments ; all the yertoe and the grace of 
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my word ; all the goodnera that U ordained in Holy 

Church to thoe; */ it am' The mother may Uy her 

child tenderly U> her breast; but our lender Mother 

Jesu he may homely leaJ ua into his blessed breaat hy 

hia ewcet open aide, and shew us there in party of the 

Godhead, and the joyes 

of endless bliKs. And tl 

latioD, giving the same ui 

where he eaith, 'Lot Ac 

blessed side eDJoyiog. T 

is BO sncct and so kind in i 

said or none, ne to none b 

very Mother of life and of 

Mother-head longcth kind love, 

and it \s God ; for though it be i 

brbging be but little, low, and simpli 

ghostly forth-briiiging, yet it 

creatures, by whom that it is 

mother tha.t wotteth, and knoweth the need of her child, 

blie kecpcth it full tenderly, a^ the kind and condition of 

mother-head will ; and ever aa it waietli in age and in 

stature, she changeth the works, but not her love: and 

when it is waxed of more age, she sufTercth that it be 

chastised; in breaking down of vices, to make the child 

receive vertues and grace. This working vfith all that 

be fair and good, our Lord doth it in him by whom 

it u done. Thus he is our Mother in kind hy the work* 



hoetly s 
he ixth. Bere- 
ais aweet word, 
behold into his 
xd. Mother, it 
y not verily be 
to him, that i« 
M property of 
aad knowing ; 
ur bodily forth- 
rcgard of our 
he that doth it in the 
The kind loving 
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t ing of grace in the lower party, for love of the higher. 

I And he will that we know it ; for he will have all our love 

fiwtned to him. And in this I saw that all deht that we 

I owe by Gods bidding to Father-head and Mother-head, is 

fulfilled in true loving of God : which blessed love Christ 
worketh in us. And this was shewed in all ; and namely, 
in the high plentuous words, where he saith; *Iiiam that 
AaulaveitJ 



I \ The Sixty^rst Chapter. 

; • And in our ghostly forth-bringing he useth more tender- 

i • ness in keeping, mthout any comparison ; by as much as 

^ [ our soul is of more price in his sight : he kindleth our 

understanding; he prepareth our wayes; he easeth our 
conscience ; he comfcnrteth our soul ; he lighteth our heart, 
and giveth us in party knowing, and kmng in his blessed- 
ful God-head, with gracious mind in his sweet Man-hood, 
and his blessed passion ; with courteous marvelling in his 
high over-passing goodness; and maketh us to love all 
V I that he loveth for his love, and to be well apaid with him, 

and with all his works. And when we fall hastily, he 

laiseth us by his lovely beclipping, and his gracious 

I touching. And when we be strengthened by his sweet 

working, then we wilfully choose him by his grace, to be 
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, and bia iovers, lastingly without end. And 
yet aAer tliis ho suScreth acme of us to fall more hud, 
and more gncvous than ever we did before, as us tbinketh. 
And then wcne we that we be not all wise, that all were 
naught that we haTe begun, but it is not bo : for it needeth 
us to fall, and it needeth i if we fell not, 

ve should not know how I retched we be 

of our eelf, nor also we «ho lely know the 

marvelloufi love of our M- U verily see in 

heaven without end, that w sinned in this 

life. And notwithstanding 'cnly see that 

we were never hurt in his i nor we were 

never the less of price in his y the ossey of 

this falling, we shall have an high and a man-cllous know- 
ing of love in God without end ; for hard and marvellous 
is that love which may nol, nor will not he broken for 
trespass. And this was one understanding of profit. 
Another ia the lowncss and meekncsB that we shall get by 
the sight of our falling; for thereby wc shall highly he 
raised in heaven : to which rising we mig-ht never have 
come without that meekness. And therefore it needed us 
to see it ; and if wc see it not, though we feel it, it should 
not profit ui. And commonly iirst we fall, and sithen we 
see it, wid both is of the raercy of God. The mother 
may suffer the child to fall some time, and be diseased in 
diverse manners for the own pro&t ; hut she may never 
suffer that any manner of peril come to her child, for love. 
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And though our earthly mother may suffer her child to 
perish, our heavenly Mother Jesu may never suffer us that 
be his childzen to perish ; for he is all mighty, all wisdom, 
and all love : and so is none but he, blessed mote he be. But 
ofttimes when our £dling and our wretchedness is shewed 
us, we be sore adread, and so greatly ashamed of our self, 
that unneths we wit where that we may hold us. But 

j then will not our courteous Mother that we flee away : for 

him were nothing lother. But he will then that we use 

} the condition of a child : for when it is diseased and afraid, 

I it runneth hastily to the mother; and if it may do no 

I more, it crieth on the mother for help, with all the might ; 

i io will he that we done as the meek child, saying thus : 

* My kind Mother, my gracious Mother, my dear worthy 
V' Mother, have mercy upon me; I have made myself foul, 

I and unlike to thee, and I may not, nor can amend it, but 

^th thine hdp «d g»ce.' And if we feel «. not tl«n 

« eased assoon, be we sure that be useth the condition of a 

wise mother: for if he see that it be for profit to us to 
mourn and to weep, he suffereth with ruth and pity into 
the best time for love. And he will then that we use the 
property of a child, that evermore kindly trusteth to the 
kve of the mother, in weal and in woe. And he will that 
we take us mightily to the faith of Holy Church, and find 
there our dear worthy Mother in solace and true under- 
standing, with all the blessed common: for one singular 
person may oftentimes be broken, as itseemeth to the 



* 

i 

■4 






•^fmmtn-^ -^^trmmf^^^mt 



TBE POITBTEBNXU SETELATION. 155 

self, but the whole body of Holy Church \taa never 
broken, ne never shall be without end. And therefore a 
sure thing it Lb, a good and a gradous, to will meekly, and 
mightily be fastened and oned to our Mother Holy Church, 
that ie Christ Jcbu. For the flood of mercy ; that is iaa 
dear worthy biood and prec ntuous to moke 

UB fair and clean. The ble our Saviour be 

open and enjoy to heal us. icious hands of 

our Mother be ready and c >; for he in all 

this working useth the very ol. tad nnrse that 

bath naught eUc to done, but to i he salvation of 

her child. It is his office to ss is his wonldp 

to do it ; and it is bis will we k. for he will wa 

love him sweetly, and trust in him meekly and mightily. 
And this shewed he in these gracious words, * / keep Ihu 
JvB turtly: 



The Sixtj/second Cfiapter. 

For in that time he Ehcivcd our frailty and our fallings, 
our breakings and our naughtings, our dcspitcs and our 
charginga, and all our woe, aa far forth as me thought 
that it might fall in this life. And therewith be shewed 
his blessed might, his blessed wisdom, his blessed love, 
that he keepeth us in this lime as tenderly, and as sweetly 
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; to hit worship, and as surely to our salvation, as he doth 

} when we be in most solace and comfort And thereto 



i 



1 



\ 

\ 

< 

% 
• ■ 






us ghostly and highly in heaven, and tumeth all 
) to his worship, and to our joy without end. For his 

precious love he suffereth us never to loose time, (since 
' all things turn to our greater good.) And all this is 

of the kind goodness of God by the working of grace. 
God is kind in his being; that is to say, that goodness 
that is kind, it is God ; he is the ground, he is the sub* 
; stance, he is the same thing that is kindness : and he is 

i very Father and very Mother of kinds: and all kinds 

I that he hath made to flow out of him to work his will, it 

i should be restored and brought again into him by salva- 

I tion of man, through the working of grace. For of all 

kinds that he hath set in divers creatures by par^, in 
man is all the whole in ful head ; and in vertue, in fair- 
head, and in good-head, in rialty and in noblety, in all 
i manner of solemnity of preciousness and worship. Here 

i may we see that we be all bound to God for kind, 

and we be bound to God for grace. Here may we 
see that us needeth not greatly to seek far out to know 
sundry kinds, but to Holy Church into our Mothers 
breast; that is to say, into our own soul, where our Lord 
dweOeth : and there should we find all now, in fiuth and 
in understanding ; and after verily in himself clearly in 
J Uiss. But no man, ne woman take this singularity to 

4 himself; for it Is not so, it is general: for it is our 

f 
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predous Mother Cbrifit, and to hun was tJiis fur kind 
dight, for the worebip and the nobly of man* making, 
and for the joy and the bliu of mans Hlvation, right u 
he saw, wist and knew from without beginning. 



The Sut^- ^V 

Hebe may we see that we id to hate >in. 

And we have verily of gnh-c for kind is all 

good and fair in iuelf: and g ■ out to save 

kind, and keep kind, and dcetro) ing again fair 

kind into the blessed point fro in :ame ; that is, 

God, with more nobleness and worship by the vertuoua 
working of grace ; for it shall be seen before God, of all 
his holy in joy without end, that kind bath been assaid in 
the fire of tribulation, and therein found no lack, nor no 
default. Thus is kind and grace of one accord; for grace 
is God, as imniadc kind is God : he is two in manner 
working, and one in love. And neither of tlicm workcth 
without other, ne none be departed. And when we by 
the mercy of God, and with his help accord us to kind 
and to grace, \vc shall see verily that sin is worse, viler 
and painfullcr than bell, without any likeness : for it is 
contrarious to our fair kind ; for as verily as sin Ib imclean, 
as truly sin is unkind. And this is an horrible thing to 
see, to the loving soul that would be all fair and shining 
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in the sight of God, as kind and grace teacheth. But be 
we not adread of this, but in as much as dread may speed ; 
but meekly make we our moan to our dear worthy 
Mother, and he shall all besprinckle us in his precious 
blood, and make our soul full soft, and full mild, and heal 
us full fair by process of time, right as it is most worship 
to him, and joy to us without end. And of this sweet 
fair working he shall never cease nor stint, till all his dear 
worthy children be brought forth and bom. And that 
shewed he where he gave the understanding of the 
ghostly thirst ; that is, the love-longing that shall last till 
doomes-day. Thus in our very Mother Jesu our life is 
grounded in the fore-seeing wisdom of himself fro without 
beginning, with the high might of the Father, and the 
sovereign goodness of the Holy Ghost And in the 
taking of our kind he quicked us; and in his blessed 
dying upon the cross he bare us to endless life. And fro 
that time, and now and ever shall into doomes-day, he 
feedeth us and fordreth us, right as the high sovereign 
kindness of Mother-head will, and as the kindly need of 
child-head asketh. Fair and sweet is our heavenly Mother 
Jesu in the sight of our soul ; precious and lovely be the 
gracious children in the sight of our heavenly Mother: 
with mni^n#»— and meekness, and all that fair vertues 
that long to children in kind ; for kindly the child 
diq^aireth not of the mothers love; kindly the duld 
prasumeth not of it self; kindly the ehild lovtth 



■^■WMMaMiva«afMWM^P^^i^a**«*< 



THE FIPTEEKTR BXTZLAXIOlf. 159 

the mother, and each one of them other. These be 
as faif vertues with all other that be like, wherewith our 
heavenly Mother is served and pleased. And I under- 
stood none higher stature in this life than child-hood in 
feebleness, and falling of might and of wit, into the time 
our gracious Mother hath into that our 

Fathers bliss. And then e made known 

to us, his meaning in th. rhcre he etulh, 

^AU thaU It well, and th/ ly ulf l/uU all 

manner of thing ihail h* u 
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The Sixty-fourth Chapter. 

Akd then shall the bliss of our Mother-hcsd in Christ be 
new to begin in the joyes of our Father God : which new 
beginning shall last without end. Now beginning' thus, 
I understood, that all bis bicBscd children which be come 
out of him by kind, should be brought into him again by 
grace. Afore this time 1 had great longing and desire of 
Gods gift to be delivered of this world, and of this life ; 
for ofl-timeB I beheld the woe that is here, and the weal 
and the blessed being that is there. And if there had no pain 
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been in this life, but the absence of our Lord, methought 
sometime that it was more than I might bear. And this 
made me to mourn and busily to long. And also of my 
own wretchedness, slouth and weariness that me liked, 
not to live and to travel as me fell to do. And to all this 
our courteous Lord answered for comfort and patience, 
and said these words : ' Suddenly thou thali he taken Jrom 
aU thy pam^ from aU thy eiekneu^ from aU thy dieeaee^ 
I and from aU thy ufoe. And thou ehait come t^ abave^ 

» and thou ehalt have me to thy meedy and thou ehalt be 

) frdfiOed of Joy and Uiu ; and thou ehalt never mare have 

I no manner of pain^ no manner of eiekneu^ no manner ms«- 

} Uking^ no wantiny of wtU^ hut ever joy and Uiu without 

'• end. What ehould it then grieve thee to euffer a while, eithen 

itiemy wHl and my worship T And in this word f suddenly 
thou ehalt he taken J I saw that God rewarded man of the 
patience that he hath in abiding of Gods will, and of his 
* time. And that man lengeth his patience over-the time of 

\ his living; for unknowing the time of hb passing. This is 

a great profit; for if a man knew his time, he should not 
j have patience over that time. And also God will that 

while the soul is in the body, it seem to it self that it is 
ever at the pobt to be taken (out thereof,) for all this life 
and this longing that we have here is but a point And 
when we be taken suddenly out of pain into Uiss, then 
pain shall be nought And in this time I saw a body 
lying on the earth: which body shewed heavy and fearful, 
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and without ehupe and fonn, as it were n awilge Btiokiag 
myre. And suddenly out of this body spmiig a fidl lair 
creature, a Uttic child full «hapeu and formed, awifl and 
lively, and whiter thcui the lilly, which sharply glided up 
into heaven. The ewilgc of the body betokeneth great 
wretchedneM of our deadly ! itlleacM of the 

child betokcDcLh ttie clean urencss of our 

•oul. And I thought with ii>u Ih do fairueM 

of this child, ne of this chi i oulaess of this 

body. It is full blies-ful (forj <^ ken from pain, 

more than pnin to be taken for if pais be 

taken from us, it may com. erefore this is 

a sovereign comfort, and a blesi ig in a loapag 

soul, that we ehnll be tnkcn from pain , lui m this behest 
I saw a merciful compassion that our Lord hath in ub for 



that our Lord hath ir 
s bchighting of clear deliverance ; 
for he will that wc bo comforted in the over-passing joy. 
And that he shewed in these words; Wind thou shall come 
up above; and ikou shall Itave me to thy meed, and Uiou 
thaU be fulfilled of joy and blUi: It is Gods will that 
we set the poiut of our thought in this blif^stul beholding 
as ofVtime as wc mny, and as long time keep us therein 
with hie grace ; for this is a blissful contemplation to tlie 
soul that is led of God, and full much to his wonship for 
the time that it lasteth. And when we fall again to our 
self by heaviness and ghostly blindness, and feeling of 
pains ghostly and bodily by our &agility : it is Gods will 
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that we know, that he hath not forget ua. And ao 
meaneth be in theae worda, and saith for comfort ; * And 
thou ihaU never mor$ have pain in no manner ; nor no 
nuumer of eiekness^ no manner of mieMking^ no want of 
wHif but ever Joy and bliee without end: what ehould it 
then agrieved thee to euffer a whUe^ eithen it is my wiU and 
! my worehipT It ia Goda wiU that we take hia beheata 

i and hia comfortinga aa largely and aa mightily aa we may 

- take them. And alao he will that we take our abidinga 

) and our diagaiifta aa lightly aa we may take them, and aet 

i them at naught : for the lightlier that we take them, and 

I the lesa price that we set at them for love, lesa pain ahall 

we have in the feeling of them, and the more thank and 
meed shall we have for them. 



r 

? 

* 

C 
\ 






1 
I 

J 

t 

\ 

1 



The Sixtjfzfifih Chapter. . 



Akd thus I understood that what man or woman wilfully 
choeeth God in thia life for love, he may be sure that he 
j ia k>ved without end, with endleaa. love that worketh in 

j him that grace ; for he wiU we keep thia truatily, that we 

. I be aa aicker in hope of the bliaa of heaven whilea we are 



\ here, aa we shall be in aurety when we are there. And 

i ever the mors liking and joy that we take in thia aicker- 

neaa, with reverence and meeknesa, the better liketh him. 
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For M it Wtts ehewed, this reverence thai I mean, is a 
holy, courteous dread of our Lord, to wUich meeknees is 
k&it ; and that is, that a creature see the Lord marvellous 
great, Mid her BElf marv-elloui litle: for these vci-lucs are 
had endlesly to the loved of God. And it may now be 



seen and felt in measure b; 






esenoe of oar 


Lord, when it is: which 






Ling is most 


deured ; for it worketh thai 






mess in true 


futh, and Biker hope by grei 






in dread that 








lat I Me my 


self as much hound to hi 


ii 




he had done 


for me all that he hath do 






should erery 


soul think in regard of h 


1 




to say, the 


charily of God niakelh in 


s such 


a u.... 


f, that when 


it b truly seen no luan can 


part th 


em belf from other. 


And thus ought each soul to 


think thai God hath done 


for him all that he hatli do 


nc. An 


d this 


hewcth he to 



make us to love him, nud liken him, and nothing dread 
but him ; for it is his will we know that all the mi^'ht of 
our enemies is locked io our friends hands. And therefore 
the soul thai knoweth this Bickerlj', he shall not dread but 
him that she loveth. AH other dreads she set them among 
passions, and bodily sickness, and imaginations. And 
therefore thougii we been in so much pain, woe and 
disease that us diinkclh, we can think right naught but 
that we are in, or that we feel ; assoon as we may we pass 
it lightly over, and set we il at aaughL And why ? for 
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Crod win be known ; for if we know him, and k>Ye him, 
and reverently dread him, we ihali have patience, and be 
in great rest. And it should been great liking to us all 
that he doth. And this shewed our Lord in these words : 
* What ihould it then agr%ev9 the$ to suffer a tohiU^ iumg 
it ii my wHl and my worMp ? ' Now have I told you of 
XV. Shewings, as God witsafe to minister them to my 
mind, renewed by lightnings and touchings, I hope, of 
the same Spirit that sheweth them all Of which zv. 
shewings the Jir$t began early in the morning, about the 
hour of four; and it lasted shewing by process full fair 
and soberly, each following other till it was noon of the 
day, or past 



The Sixttf-mxth Chapter. 

AiTD after this the good Lord shewed the zvith. Revelation 
on the night foUowing, as I shall say after. Which zvith. 
was conclusion and confirmation to all the zv. But first 
me behooveth to tell you as anenst my feebleness, wretch- 
edness and blindness. I have said at the beginning where 
it saith {And m tkit suddenly aU my pom woe taken Jrcm 
MM.) Of which pain I had no grief, ne DO disease, as kog 
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as the XV. Shewings lasted iu ehewiog. And at tfa« end 
all wiu close, and I saw no more ; and sooa I fell tliM I 
should live loDger. And anon my Gickoess came again ; 
first ID my head with a sound and a noiisc : and suddenly 
all my body waa fulfilled with eickncss, like a 
before. And I was as hairi 
had comfort but litle, and as m. 
feeling of my bodily jiains, 
ghostly and bodily. Then ci t 
me and asked me bow I fared ; 
to day,' and he laught lowd ani 
' The cross that stood before my 
fast.' And witL tbis word the 
waxed all sad 4uid marvclliid. Anu > 
ashamed, and astonished for my retchiesncss. And 1 
thought this man taketh sadly the least word that 1 may 
say, that saw no more thereof. And when I saw that he 
took it 60 sadly, and with so great reverence, I ivaxcd full 
gready ashamed, and would have been shriven, but I could 
tell it to no Priest ; for I tliought, ' How should a Priest 
beheve me, when I by saying I raved, I shewed myself 
not to believe our Lord God.' Notwithstanding, I be- 
lieved him truly lor the time Uiat I saw him. And so was 
then ray will and my meaning ever for to doe without end ; 
but as a fool I let it pass out of my mind. Ah, Loc how 
wretched I was ; this was a great sin and a great unkind- 
ness, that I for folly of feeling of a lille bodily pain, so 
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unwisely left for the time the comfort of all this blessed 
shewing of oiir Lord God. Here may you see what I am 
of myself. But herein would our courteous Lord not 
leave me. And I lay still tUl night trusting in his mercy ; 
and then I began to sleep. 



The Sixty-seventh Chapter. 

t Akd in my sleep at the beginning, methought the fiend 

set him in my throat, putting forth a visage full near my 

I ' face, like a young man : and it was long and wonder lean, 

I saw never none such. The colour was red like the tile 
stone when it b new brent, with black spots therein, like 

^. frackles, fouler than the tile-stone ; his hair was red, as 

rust not scoured ; afore with side locks hanging down in 

flakes; he grinned upon me with a shrowd look, and 

shewed me white teeth : and so my kill nse thought it the 

t more ugly ; body, ne hands had he none, shapely ; but 

I with his paws he held me in the throat, and would have 

I I stopped my breath, and Idld me, but he might not This 

ugly shewing was made sleeping, and so was none other. 
And in all this time I trusted to be saved and kept by the. 
mercy of God. And our courteous Lord gave me grace 
to wake, and unnethes had any life. The persons that 
were with me beheld me, and wet my temples, and my 
heart began to comfort And anon a little smoke came 
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ill at the door, with a great beat, and a fou] Winch ; uid 
then I Baid, ' Benedicite dominus. Is it all on fixe that b 
here?' And I went it had been a bodily (ire, that ahould 
bum us all to death ? I asked them that were with me, if 
they felt any atench, they said nay, they felt none; I said, 
' Blessed be God,' for then laa Uw fleod 

that was come only to tempt I took me to 

that our Lord bad shewed ir " day, wiOi «li 

the faith of Holy Church ; foi both in one, 



and fled thereto as to my con a all v 

away, and I was brought to gi cace, without 

rickness of bodjr, or dread of o 



The Siitij-eighth Chapter. 

Akd then our good Lord opened my ghostly eye, and 
shewed me my soul in the midst of my heart : I saw the 
soul so large as it vcrc on endless world, nnd also as it 
were a blessed kingdom. And by the conditions that I 
saw therein, I understood that it is a worshipful city. In 
mids of that city our Lord Jcsu very God and very nun, 
a fair person and of large stature, liighest Bisliop, most 
solemne King, worohipful Lord. And 1 saw him clothed 
solemnly in worship; he sittelh in the soul, even right in 
peace and rest. And he ruleth and giveth heaven and 
earth, and all that is. The man-hood with the God-head 
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sitteth m rest: the God-head ruleth aud giveth without 
i any instniment or business. And the soul is all occupied 

[ with the blessed Godhead; that is, sovereign might, 

, sovereign wisdom, and severeign goodness. The place 

; , that Jestt taketh in our soul he shall never remove without 

! end, as to my sight : for in us is his homliest home, and 

', j his endless dwelling. And in this he sheweth the liking 

j : that he hath of the making of mans soul ; for as well as 

the Father might make a creature, and as well as the Son 
might make a creature so well would the Holy Ghost 
that mans soul were made, and so it was done. And 
therefore the blessedful Trinity enjoyeth without end in the 
making of mans soul : for he saw without beg^inning, what 
should like him without end. All thing that he hath 
made sheweth his Lordship, as understanding was given 
in the same time by example of a creature, that is led to 
see great nobleness, and kingdoms longing to a Lord. 
And when it had seen all the nobleness beneath, then 
marvelling, it was stirred to seek up above to that high 
place where the Lord dwelleth ; knowing by reason that 
his dwelling is in the worthiest place. And thus I under- 
stand truly that our soul may never have rest in things 
that is beneath it self. And when it cometh above all 
creatures into it self, yet may it not abide in the beholding 
of it self; but all the beholding is blessedfully set in God ; 
I • that is, the. Maker dwelling therein ; for in mans soul is 

his veiy dwelling. And the highest li^t and the brightest 
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shining of the ci^- is the glorious love of our Lord God, 
aa to my eight. And what may make ub more enjoy in 
God, than to see in him that he enjoyeth iu us bighcBt of 



enjoy 
restful 



all his works ? For I 

blessed Trinity might have made 

any fairer, any noblur than it wi 

have been full plea.'^cd with maki 

he made mans soul as fair, as f 

might make it a creature, Uierefo 

full pleased mthout end in the 

And he will that our heart* be r 

deepness of the earth, and all v 

in him. This was a deleotabl 

shewing that is without end ; and the beholding of this 

whiles we are here, it ia full pleasant to God, and full 

great speed lo us. And the soul that thus b^^boldeth, 

it maketh him like to him (hat ie beholden, and oned 

it in rest and in peace by his grace. And this was 

a singular joy and bliss to me that I saw him sitting : 

for the truth of sitting shewed endless dwelling. And 

he gave me knowing truly that it was he that shewed 

me all before: and when I had beholden all this with 

advisement; then shewed our good Lords words full 

meekly, without voice, and without opening of lips, right 

as he had done afore, and said full sweetly; ' Wil it 

tuno toeli, it tcai no raving tliat ihou sawest to day : but 

lakt it and beUevt it, and ke^ thee therein, and comfort 
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Ami tlkmh ftfff W 
sud Ibr leuniag of foil 
; tbit k, oor Laid Jen tbit shewed loe alL 
Abo Tt^tX M IB toe fint w^ Uat oor good Lewd die wed, 
Ui UeHed pMBon, *kenwilk it A9 Jimi omt- 
/ i%fat 10 be sud IB the iMt void, with fbU 

mil- * TlkflH ftafr aof ^ 

ABd an thk leuniag and thk tme oomiovt it gcnenl to 
an BBBe cfCB CSiriftcn, at it it afioresaid ; and aoit Godt 
win. And thit word, ' 71^ cUf Mf W 
said foU ahaiplj, and Ml mightily lor 
agaiiHt an tribuhoioot that ma j oome : he said not, thoa 
dnk not be tzouUed, thoa thalt not be tzmTeOed, thoa 
dnk not be divaeed: hot he taid. * Tham aUf moi h§ 
■III Bill* God win that we take heed at tbit word, aod 
that we be ever ou^ity ia frithfol tnuiting in weal and 
woe; lor belovethBs, andfiketh ot: and so wiU he that 
we lofve him and Eke htm, and mightily trott in him, and 
an than be weU : and eooa an was dose, and I taw no 



The Sx^tmih Chapter. 

Thx ftende erne again widi hit heat, and with hit ttench, 
tad BHide me Ibn bone. The ttench was to Tile and to 
paiafiil, tad bodily heat tleo dretdful and timTeUout. 
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Also I heard & bodily ulldcg, as it hod been of two 
bodies ; and both to my thinking talked at one time, u 
they had held & parliament, with ^reat bueiness. And 
all was soft whieicrinjf. And I understood not what 
they said. And all this was to stir me to dispair ; as 



methought, Beeming to mi 
beads, which ue said bo} 
of devout intending, and wise < 
owe to God in our prayer. A' 
gave me grace mightily to trus 
my soul with bodily speech, as 
another person that had been t 
business might not be likened to 



sd bidding of 
much failing 
the which we 
K>d Lord God 
md to comfort 
have done to 
tethought that 



The Seventieth Chapter. 

My bodily eye I set iu tliQ same cross, there I hod seen 
in comfort afore that time. My tongue with speech of 
Ghrists passion, and ruhersing the faith of Holy Church, 
and my heart to f^islen on God with all the trust and 
the might that I thoug-ht to my self meaning, ' Thou hast 
now great business to keep thee in the faith, for that thou 
shouldcst not he t^kcn of thine enemies. Wouldcst thou 
now fro this time cvennore be so busio to keep thee from 
sin, this were a good and a sovcraign occupation." For I 
thought faithfully, were I safe from sin, I were full safe 
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fipom all the fiends in hell, and enemies of my soul. And 
i .' thus he occupied me all that night, and on the monx>w, 

; .' till it was about prime day. And anon they were all 

gone and passed, and there left nothing but stink, and 

lasted still a while: and I scorned him. And thus was 

] I delivered of him by the vertue of Christs passion ; for 

« 

therewith is the fiend overcome, as our Lord Jesu Christ 
• said afore. In all this blessed shewing our good Lord 

gave understanding that the sight should pass. Which 
blessed shewing the faith keepeth with his own good will 
and his grace ; for he left with me neither signe, ne token, 
whereby I might know it But he left with me his own 
blessed word in true understanding, bidding me full 
mightily that I should believe it, and so I do; blessed 
mote he be. I believe that he is our Saviour that shewed 
it, and that it is in the faith that he shewed. And 
therefore I love it ever joying, and thereto I am bound by 
all his own meaning, with the next words that follow: 
^ *Kmp tk$i thtnm^ and comfort tk$i ihenwUh^ and iruit 

AtreioJ Thus I am beholding to keep it in my faith : 
for on the same day that it was shewed, what time the 
nght was passed, as a wretch I forsook it, and openly I 
said that I had raved. Then our Lord Jesu of his mercy 
would not let it perish, but he shewed it all again within 
my soul with more fulhead, with the blessed li^t of his 
predoos love, saying these words full mightily and full 
meekly; *TFU U mwwM^ U Mfoi no ravmg that (kou muo 
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this day ; Oiif h* had taid, for the tight wot paistd fivm 
thee, thou hit it, and could or might not keep it: Bat wit it 
now;' thftt is to say, 'now thou setzt it.' Tbis was said not 
only for the same tune ; but also to ect thereupon the 
ground of my faith, where he saith uioa foUowing ; 
* BtU Cai» it,and Uam it,m <in,a*id cum^ort 

thee thermmth, and trutt thereto u ihatt not he 

overcome.' 



The Seoenty^ 

In these Ki words that followct le saith, ' Taie 

it;' his meaning is to fristun it faithfully in our heart; for 
he will it dwell with us in faith into our lives end, and 
after in fulhcad of joy, willing that we have ever faithful 
trust of his blcssedful promises, knowing his goodness. 
For our faith is conUraricd in diverse manner, by our own 
blindness, and our ghostly enemies within and without. 
And therefore our precious Lover hclpeth us with ghostly 
Ught, and true teaching, on diverse manner witliin and 
without, whereby that we may know him. And therefore 
in what manner that he teachcth us. he will that we per- 
ceive him wisely, receiving him sweetly, and keep us in 
him faithfully. For abojie the faith is no goodness kept 
in this life, as to my sight. And bcnfath the faith is no 
health of soul. But in the faith there will our Lord we 
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keep ui : for we have by his goodness and his own work- 
ing to keep us in the fiuth. And by his sufferance through 
ghostly enmity wa are assaid in the faith, and made 
mighty. For if our faith had not enmity, it should deserve 
no meed, as by the understanding that I have in our 
Lords meaning. Glad, and merry, and sweet, is the 
bkssedful lovely chear of our Lord to our souls ; for he 
beheld us ever living in love-longing. And he vrill our 
soul be in glad chear to him, to yield him his meed. And 
thus I hope with his grace he hath, and more shall draw 
the utter chear to the inner, and make us all at one with 
him, and each of us with other in true lasting joy that is 
Jetu. I have meaning of three nuumer of chears of our 
Lord : the Jlret is chear of passion, as he shewed whiles 
he was with us in this life dying. And though this 
beholding be mourning and swemful, yet it is glad and 
merry ; for he is God. The eecond manner of chear it 
is pitty, and ruth, and compassion : and this sheweth he 
to all his lovers, with sikemess of keeping that hath need 
to his mercy. The third is the blissedful chear as it shall 
be without end. And this was oftenest shewed, and 
longest continued. And thus in the time of our pain and 
our woe, he sheweth to us chear of his passion and his 
cross, helping us to bear it by his own blessed vertue. 
And in time of our sinning, he sheweth to us chear of 
xuth and pity, mightily keeping us, and defending against 
aU our enemies. And these hoo be the common chears 
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which lie iheveth U> us in this life, therewith medling the 
third: and that is his blessed cheor like in partjr u k 
shall be in heaven ; and that ia by gracioua touching of 
sweet lightning of ghostly life, whereby that we aie 
kept in true faith, hope, and chari^ with contrition and 
devotion, and also with conti all manner of 

true joyes and sweet comfori^. edful chear of 

our Lord God worketh it in us hi But now me 

behooveth to tell in what manner sin deadly, in 

the crcaturea which should not die t live in the joy 

of God without end. I saw that itraries should 

not be together in one steed. st ca&^arious 

that are, is the higheiit bliss, and ui st pain. The 

highest bliss that is, is to have God in clcrity of end- 
less light, him verily seeing, hira sweetly feeling, him all 
peaceable having in fulhead of joy : and thus was the 
hiessedful cheat of our Lord God shewed in party. In 
which shewing I saw that sin was the most contrary, so 
far forth that as long as we be medlcd with any part of 
sin, we shall never see clearly the blessed chear of God. 
And the horriblier, and the grievouser that our sins be, the 
deeper are we for that time fro this blessed sight. And 
therefore it seemcth to us oftentimes as we were in peril of 
death, and in a party of hell, for the sorrow and the pain 
that sin is to us. And thus we are dead for the time fro 
the very sight of our hiessedful hfe. But in all this I saw 
faithfully that we be not dead in the sight of God, ne he 
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. 1 pasMth never from us ; but he ithall never have his full 

. I . bless in us till we have our full bless in him, verily 

I i seeing his fair blessedful chear, for we are ordained 

: i thereto in kind, and getten thereto by grace. Thus I 

saw how sin is deadly for a short time to the blessed 
creatures of endless life ; and ever the more clearly that 
the soul seeth the blissful chear by grace of loving, the 
more it longeth to see it in fulhead ; that is to say, in his 
own likeness: for notwithstanding that our Lord God 
dwelleth now in us, and is here with us, and oolleth us, 
and bedoseth us for tender love that he may never leave 

i us, and is more near to us than tongue may tell, or heart 

may think : yet may we never stint of mourning, ne of 
weeping, nor of seeking, nor of longing, till when we see 
him clear in his blessedful chear: for in that precious 
sight there may no woe abide, nor weal faiL And in 
this I saw matter of mirth, and matter of mourning : 

* matter of mirth, that our Lord our maker is so near 

to us, and in us, and we in him by faithfulness of keeping 

* » of his great goodness. Matter of mourning for our 
* ', ghostly eye is so blind, and we so boam down with weight 

of our deadly flesh, and darkness of sin, that we may not 
i sea our Lord God clearly in his blessedful chear; No, and 

because of this darkness, scarce we can believe or txowe 

* his great love and our faithfulness of keeping. And 

therefore it is that I say, we may never leave off mourning, 

) ne weeping: this weeping meaneth not all in pouring out 
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of teoTB by our bodily eye, but alco to more ghcwtlj- 
understanding ; for the kindly desire of our eoul is ao 
great, &nd so unmcasurablc, that if it were given us to 
our joy uid our comfort, all the nobly that ever God made 
in heaven and in earth, and we saw not the fall blessedful 
chear of himaelf, yet shouli : mourning oe 

of ghostly weeping ; that iB j1 lon^g, till 

when we see verily the fair ble of our Maker. 

And if we were in all the | may think, or 

tongue may tcUj and we i time see bi« 

blessedful chear, all this pain Bb piere. Thus 

is that blessedful eight end of pain to loving 

souls, and fulfilling of all mam d Uiss. And 

that shewed he In the bijh marvellous words where he 
Eoitb; ' I it am Ihat it highest ; I il am that thou lovesl ; 
I it am that is all.' It longcth to us to have three manner 
of knowings. The ^st is, that we know our Lord God. 
The second is, that we know oursclf ; what we are by him 
in kind and in grace : the third is, that we know meekly 
that our self is against our sin and against our feebleness. 
And for these three was all this shewing otade, as to my 
understanding. 
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2Tie Sevenhf'ueond Chapter. 

All this blessed teaching of our Lord God was shewed 
by thrm parts ; that is to say, by bodily sight, and by 
word fonned in my understanding, and by ghostly sight 
For the bodily sight, I have said as I saw as truly as I 
can: and for the words, I have said them right as our 
Lord shewed them me : and for the ghostly sight, I have 
said some deal, but I may never full tell it And there- 
fore of this ghostly sight I am stirred to say more as God 
will give me grace. God shewed two manner of sickness 
that we have : that im$ is unpatience, or slouth ; for we 
bear our travel and our pain heavily. That other is 
despair or doubtful dreed, as I shall say after : generally 
he shewed sin wherein all is comprehended, but in special 
he shewed none but these two. And these two are it that 
most travelleth and troubleth us, as by that our Lord 
shewed me. Of which he will w» be amended; I 
speak of such men and women that for Gods love hate 
sin, and dispose them to do Gods will: then by our 
ghostly blind-head and bodily heaviness, we are most 
wiclining to this. And therefore it is Gods will that they 
be known, and then should we refuse them, as we do other 
sins. And for help against this, full meekly our Lord 
shewed the patience that he had in this hard passion: and 
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also the joy and the tiking that he halb of that pusaion for 

love. And tiu> Ke shcvred to example, that we abould 

gladly aiid easily bear our pains ; for that is g^at pIcaaiDg 

to him, and endlets protil to us. And the cause why we 

arc travelled with them U for unknowing of love. Though 

the Three Fenone of the bic r all even in 

the self: the wul took most i 

and he will in all thing that n 

our enjoying in love. And of 

blind. For some of us belicvi 

and may do all ; and that he ia )> 

but that he is all love and will 

this imknowing it is that most le 

my sight : for when we begin to hate 6 



L love ; yea, 
holding and 

all mighty, 
I can do all : 
i faiL And 
oven, as to 

iiid amend us 

by the ordinance ijf Holy Church, yet there dwelleth a 
dread that lettcth us, by thu beholdmg of our self and of 
our sin afore done. And tumc of us for our ever)- day sina, 
for we hold not our pTOraiso, nor keep our cleanness that 
our Lord settcth ub in, but fall oft-ttmcs into so much 
wretchedness, that shame it is to Gay it. And the behold- 
ing of this maketh us no sony, and bo heavy, that unneths 
we can see any comfort. And this dread we take some- 
time for a meekness, but it is a f^ul blindness, and a 
wickedness. And we cannot deepi^ it as we do another 
sin that we know, which comcth through lack of true 
Judgment, and it is again truth : for of all the properties 
of the bUsscdful Trini^ it is Gods will that we have most 
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' i faithfulness and liking in love; for love maketh might and 

wisdom full meek to us. For right as hy the oourtesie of 
God he forgetteth our sm after the time that we repent 
us: so will he that we forget our sin as against our 
unskillful heaviness, and our doubtful dreads. 



The Seventy-third Chapter. 

Fob I understood /our manner of dreads : one is dread of 
a fray that cometh to man suddenly by frailty. This 
dread doth good, for it helpeth to purge man, as doth 
bodily sickness, or such other pain that is not sin ; for all 
such pains help man, if they be patiently taken. The 
teeond is dread of pain; whereby man is stirred and 
waked fix> sleep of sin : for man that is hard of sleep of 
sin, he is not able for the time to receive the soft comfort 
of the Holy Ghost, till he hath undertaken this dread of 
pain, of bodfly death and of ghostly enemies. And this 
dread stirreth us to seek comfort and mercy of God. And 
thus this dread helpeth us as an entry, and ableth us to 
have contrition by the blissedful touching of the Holy 
Ghost The Mrd is doubtful dread: doubtful dread is 
as much as it draweth to despair; God will have it turned 
in us into love, by true knowing of love ; that is to say, 
that the bitterness of doubts be turned into sweetness of 
kind love by grace; far it may never please our Locd that 
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his servants doubt in hie gcxxlness. The/ourA is reverent 
dread ; for there u no dread that fully pleaseth God in us, 
but reverent dreul, and that is fwli. For the more it is 
had, the lees it ii felt for Bweelii<«s of love. Love and 
dread are brethien, and they are rooted in ue by Ibc 
goodness of our Maker, anJ ' er be taken 

from us without end. We Ii ove, and we 

have of grace to love ; and hi o dread, and 

we have of grace to dread. the lordship, 

and to the fathez-head to be Dgctb to the 

goodness to be loved ; and it that are bia 

servants and his cLCdren to dj ordslup, and 

fatherbead ; as it longeth to us ^i. ir God-head. 

And though this reverent dread aim ... . not both in 
one, but are two in property and in working, and BCitlier 
of them may be had without other. And therefore I am 
sure, he that lovetb he drcadeth, though he feel it but 
little. All dreads other than reverend dread that are 
proferred to us, though they come under colotu: of holi- 
ness, they are not so true. And hereby may they be 
knoivn asunder. That dread that raaketh us hastily to 
fiee fro all that is not good, and fall into our Lords breaet; 
as the child into the mothers aime, with all our intent, and 
with all our mind, knowing our feebleness and our great 
need, knowing his everlasting goodness and his blessed 
love, only seeking into him for salvation, cleaving to with 
faithful trust: that dread that bringeth us into this work- 
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ixig, it IB kind and gracious, and good, and true. And all 



; • : that is contrarious to this, either it is wrong, or it is 

! j medled with wrong. Then is this the remedy to know 

I ; them both, and refuse the wrong: for the kind property 

I j of dread which we have in this life by the gracious 

. j j working of the Holy Ghost, the same shall be in heaven 

afore 6od« gentle, courteous, full sweet And thus we 
: ; shall in bve be homely and near to God. And we in 

dread be gentle and curteous to God, and both in one 
! • manner like even. Desire we then of our Lord God to 

dread him reverently, and love him meekly, and to trust 
in him mightily : for when we dread him reverently, and 
love him meekly, our trust is never in vain ; for the more 
that we trust, and the mightilier that we trust, the more 
we please and worship our Lord that we trust in. And if 
"* us £ul this reverent dread and meek love, as God forbid 

we should, our trust shall soon be mis-ruled for that time. 

, : And therefore us needeth much to pray our Lord of grace 

' that we may have this reverent dread, and make bve of 

his gift in heart and in work, for without this no man may 

pleaseOod. 



The Seventy^aurih Chapter. 

I s^w that God may do all that us deedeth: and these 
three that I shall say, need, love, longing: pitty and love 
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keepeth us in the time of our need. And longing in the 
same love draweth us into heaven ; for the thirst of God 
is to have the general man into him. In which thirst he 
hath drawn his holy souls that be now in bliss. And so 
getting his lively members, ever he draweth and drinketh, 
and yet him thirsteth and bngeth. I saw three manner 
of longings in God, and all to one end. The Jini is, for 
that he longeth to leam us to know him and to love him 
ever more and more, as it is convenient and speedful to us. 
The second is, that he longeth to have us up into bliss, as 
souls are when they be taken out of pain into heaven. 
The third is, to fulfill us of bliss, and that shall be on the 
last day fulfilled ever to last For I saw, as it is known 
in our faith, that then pain and sorrow shall be ended to 
all that shall be saved. And not only we shall receive the 
same bliss that souls afore have had in heaven, but also 
we shall receive a new, which plentuously shall flie out of 
God into us, and fulfill us. And those be the goods 
which he hath ordained to give us fro without beginning. 
These goods are treasured and hid in himself; for into 
that time creature is not mighty, ne worthy to receive 
them. In this we should see verily the cause of all the 
deeds that God hath done. And over-more we should see 
the cause of all thing that he hath suffered: and the 
bliss, and the fulfilling shall be so deep and so high, that 
for wonder and marvel all creatures should have to God so 
great reverent and dread over-passing, that hath been seen 
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■*' \ and felt before that the pillars of heaven shall travel and 

quake. But this manner of trembling and dread shall 

have no manner of pain ; but it longeth to the worthy 

\ majesty of God, thus to be beholden of his creatures 

I '' dreadfully trembling and quaking : for much more of joy 

j endlesly marvelling of the greatness of God the Maker, 

and of the least part of all that is made. For the behold- 
ing of this maketh creature marvellous meek and mild. 
Wherefore God will, and also it longeth to us both in 
kind and in grace, to will to have knowing of this 
desiring the sight and the working. For it leadeth us in 
right way, and keepeth us in true life, and oneth us to 
God. And as good as God is, as great he is : and as 
much as it longeth to his God-head to be loved, so much 
it longeth to his great highness to be dread. For this 
reverent dread is the fairer courtesie that is in heaven 
before Gods face. And as much as he shall be known 
and loved, over-passing that he is now: in so much he 
shall be dread over-passing that he is now. Wherefore it 
behooveth needs to be, that all heaven, all earth shall 
tremble and quake when the pillan shall tremble and 
ouake* 

ThM Siventy^Jih Chapter. 

I snux but little of this reverent dread : kx I hope it 
may be seen in this matter aforesaid. But weU I wote 
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that our Lord shewed me no soule but those that dread 
him ; for weU I woto the soul that truly taketh the teach- 
iag of the Holy Ghost, it hateth more sin tor the vilenesB 
and the horribtltty, than it doth all the pain that is in bell. 
For the bouI that beboldeth the Jundness of our Lord Jesu, 
it hateth no hull; but hell si^hu And 

therefore it is Gods will in, and pray 

busily, and travel wilfully, ai meekly, that 

we fall not blindly therein ; ^ that we tue 

readily : for it is the most pi may have to 

turn from God any time by si li&t will be in 

rest when other mens sins come ihould flee it 

as the pain of hcU, seeking i p again that, 

for the beholdinc; of other mens sin, it Illu^ttll as it were 
a thick mi^t afore the eye of the soul. And we may not 
for the time sec the fair-liead of God, but if we may 
behold them witli contrition with him, with compassion 
on him, and with holy desire to God for him. For 
without this it noicth, and troublclh, and Icttcth the 
Boul that behold them ; for this I understand in the shew- 
ing of the compassion. In this blessedful shewing of om; 
Lord I have underatauding of two contrarioua. Thai one 
is the most wisdom that any creature may do in this life. 
Thai other is the most folly. The most ivisdom is a 
creature to do after the will and the counsel of his 
highest sovereign friend. This blefsed friend is Jesu, 
and it is his will and counsel that we hold us with bim, 
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i ^ i , and fasten us homely to him, evermore in what state 

soever we bene : for whether we be foul or clean, we are 
i I ever one in his loving. For weal, ne for woe he will 

never we flee him ; but for the change-ability that we are 

in our self, we fall often into sm ; than have we this by 

1 - the stilling of our enemy, and by our own folly and 

] : blindness: for they say thus, '^Thou wotest well thou art 

a wretch, a sinner, and also untrue, for thou keepest not 
thy covenant Thou promisest oftentimes our Lord that 
thou shalt do better ; and anon thou fallest again in the 
same, namely in slouth, and leesing of time.'* For that 
is the beginning of sin as to my sight ; and namely, to 
the creatures that have given themself to serve our Lord 
with inward beholding of his blessedful goodness. And 
this maketh us adread to appear afore our courteous Lord. 
Than is it our enemy that will put us a back with his false 
dread of our wretchedness, for pain that he threateth us 
by, for it is his meaning to make us so heavy and so sorry 
in this, that we should let out of mind the blessedful 
beholding of our everlasting friend. 
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Th$ Seveniysixth Chapter. 

OviL good Lord shewed the enmity of the fiend, whereby 
I understood that all that is contrarious to love and to 
peace, it is of the fiend, and of his party ; and we have 
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of our feebleness and our folly to fall: and we hftve of 
mercy and of grace of (ke Holy Ghoet U> rise to more joy. 
And if our enemy ought wiimetti of us by our fallmg 
(for it is his likenem) he lecseth many times more in our 
rising by charity and meekness. And this glorious risisg 



it is so great sorrow and p. 

hath to our soul, that he 

And aU tills sorrow that h 

shall turn into himself. / 

Lord scorned him, and she' 

and this made me might 

the remedy that we be n 

ness, and file to our Lord: fo: 

that we bf, the more speedful it is v 

and say we thus in our meanings 



3 hate that he 
lally in envy. 
IB to have, it 
vraa that our 
1 be scorned; 
Then is this 
ar vretched- 
more needier 

touch him; 

' I know well that 



I have deserved pain, but our Lord is Almighty, and 
may punish mc mightily ; and he is all wisdom, and can 
punish me wisely, and he is all goodness, and loveth me 
tenderly.' And in tliis beholding it is speedful to us to 
abide; for it is a full lovely meekness of a sinful soul 
wrought by mercy and grace of the Holy Ghost: when 
we will wilfully and gladly take the scourging and the 
chastising tliat our Lord himself will give us, and it shall 
be full tender and full easie if we will only hold us pleased 
with him, and with all his works. For that penance that 
man takcth upon himself, it was not shewed me ; that is 
to say, it was not shewed me specified ; but this was 
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I I . shewed specially, and highly, and with full lovely chear, 
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that we should meekly and patiently bear and suffer that 
penance that God himself giveth us, with mind of his 
blessed passion ; for when we have mind of his blessed 
passion with pitty and love : then we suffer with him, like 

j ; ' as his friends did that saw it And this was shewed in 

the ziiith. neer at the beginning, where it speaketh of 
pity; for he saith, ^Acaue not thy self that thy tnhulaium 
and thy wo€ u aU thy default: for I wiB not that thou he 
heavy^ ne earrowfid undiecreetly ; for I tell thee^ howeoever 
thou do thou ehalt have woe. And therefore I will that 
thou wieely know thy penance which thou art in eontinualfy^ 
and that thou meekly take it /or thy penance. And then 
thalt thou truly see that aU thit Umng i$ penance proJUalde,* 

\ ^ This place Is prison ; this life is penance, and in the remedy 

he will that we enjoy. The remedy is, that our Lord is 
with usy keepmg us, and leading into fulhead of joy; for 
this is an endless joy to us in our Lords meaning ; that 
he that shall be our bliss when we are there, he is our 
Keeper while we are here ; our way and our heaven, in 
true love and faithful trust And of this he gave under- 
standing in all, and namely, in shewing of his passion, 
where he nude me mightily to choose him for my heaven. 
Flee we to our Lord, and we shall be comforted, touch 
we him, and we shall be made dean ; cleave we to him, 
and we shall be sure and safe from all manner of perils; 
ibr our coorteoas Lord will that we be as bomelj with 
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him, as heart may think, or soul may desire. But be \fe 

ware that we take not so retchesly this homely-head for < 

to leave courtesie; for our Lord himself is sovereign 

homely-head, and so homely as he is, as courteous he is ; 

for he is veiy courteous. And the blessed creatures that 

shall be in heaven with him without end, he will have 

them like to himself in all thing ; and to be like to our 

Lord perfectly, it is our very salvation and our full bliss. 

And if we wote not how we shall do, all this, desire we 

of our Lord, and he shaU learn us; for it is his own 

liking and his worship : blessed mote he be. 



The Seventy^sevenih Chapter. 

Ox7B Lord of his mercy sheweth us our sin and our 

feebleness by the sweet gracious sight of himself. For 

our sin is 80 foul and so horrible, that he of his curtesie 

will not shew it us but by the light of his mercy. Oifaur 

things, it is his will that we have knowing:' the fint is, I 

that he is the ground of whom we have all our life and 

our being. The second is, that he keepeth us mightily 

and mercifully in the time that we are in our sin, among 

all our enemies that are full fell upon us. And somuch 

we are in the more peril, for we give them occasion 

thereto, and we know not our own need. The Mrd is, 

how curteously he keepeth us, and maketh us to know \ 
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I { that we go amiss. The fourth is, how stedfasUy he 

\ 1 ibideth us, and changeth no chear ; for he will that we be 

\ turned and unied to him in lore, as he is to us. And thus 

by gracious knowing we may see our sin profitable 
^ ! without despair : for soothly us needeth to see it ; and by 

the sight we should be made ashamed of our self, and 
breaking down as against our pride and our presumption: 
* ' j for us behooTeth verily to see that of our self we are right 

naught but sin and wretchedness. And thus by the sight 
of the less fpart of rinj that our Lord sheweth us, the 
I more is wasted, which we see not : for he of his coiurtesie 

^ . measureth the sight to us : for it is so foul and so horrible, 

{ J that we should not endure to see it as it is. And thus by 

this meek knowing through contrition and grace we shall 
I . I be broken from all thing that is not our Lord. And then 

1 \ shall our blessed Saviour perfectly cure us, and onems to 

\ I him. This breaking, and this curing our Lord meaneth 



' i , by the general man ; for he that is highest and nearest 

• . with Ood, he may see himself sinful and needy with 

me. And I that am the least and the lowest of those 
that shall be saved; I may be comforted with him 
that Is highest: so hath our Lord oned us in charity, 
when he shewed me that I should sin. And for joy 
that I had in beholdmg him, I entended not readOy 
to that shewing. And our courteous Lord rested there, 
and would no further teach me, till when that he gave me 

; I ' grace and wiU to entend. And hereof was I learned, 

• : ■ 

I • 




T£ IXIEESfB RETSIATIOX. 191 

though that we be highly liiled into coatemplatioa by the 
special giil of our Lord, yet us bcbooveth needs therewith 
to have sight and knoxvin^ of our Gin, aad of our feeble* 
ncGs. For without thia knowing we may not have true 
meekness ; md without this we may not be safe. And 
also I saw we may sot ha f our self, nor 

of none of all our ghostl ^ will not us 

so much good: for if it iU, we should 

never see it till our end are wa mucli 

bound to God that he wU. shew k us in 

time of mercy and grace. 



7^ SeventT/-eiffhtn i^najnci-. 

Also I had in this more understanding, in that he shewed 
me that I should sin. I took it nakedly to my own 
singular person for I was no otherwise stirred in that 
^me; but by the high gracious comfort that followed 
after I saw, that his meaning was for the general man; 
that is to say, all man which is sinful, and shall he into 
the last day : of which man I am a member as I hope by 
the mercy of God ; for the blessed comfort that I saw, it 
is large enough for us all. And there was I learned that 
I should see mine own sin, and not other mens, but if it 
may be for comfort or help of my even Christen. And 
also in the same shewing, there I saw that I should un : 
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[ I there wm I learned to be dreadful for unsikemess of my 

1 i self. For I wot not how I shall fiill, ne I know not the 

measure, ne the greatness of my sin : for that would I a 
) I wist dreadful ; and thereto I had none answer. Also our 

\ ' courteous Lord in that same time, he shewed full sweetly 

and full mightily the endless-head, and the unchange- 
ability of his love : and alio his great goodness, and his 
gracious inwardly keeping, that the love of him and of 
our souls shall never be departed into without end. And 
thus in the dread I have matter of meekness, that saveth 
me firo presumption. And in the blessed shewing of love 
I have matter of true comfort and of joy, that saveth me 
from despair. All this homely shewing of our courteous 
Lord it is a lovely lesson, and a sweet gracious teaching 
of himself in comforting of our soul : for he will that we 
know by the sweetness of the homely love of him, that 
aU that we see or feel within or without, which is oon- 
trarious to this, that it is of the enemy, and not of God ; 
as thus, if that we be stirred to be the more retchlesser of 
our living, or of the keeping of our heart, because that we 
have knowing of this plentuous love ; than needeth us 
greatly to beware of this stirring, if it come. It is untrue, 
and greatly we owe to hate it, fior it hath no likeness of 
Gods wiD; and when befallen by frailty or blindness. 
Then our courteous Lord touching us, stixreth us and 
keepeth. And then will he that we see oar wretchedness, 
and meekly be it a known. But he will not that wo 
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abide therewith, ne he will not that we bueie us gre»tly 
about our accusing, ne he will not that wc be too wretched- 
ful OD our self; but he wiU that wc hastily entend to him : 
for he Btnndcth all alone, and abidclh us continually, 
moaning and mouming till wtien we come. And he hath 
haste to hive us to him: ' "-'- ''y tmd his de- 
light, and he is our sali lere I ny be 
standeth all alone. I lea if the bleand 
company in heaven, and ap- office and his 
working here in earth, upon the shewing. 



TJie Seoatttf-niju 



By ihree tilings man standeth in tliis life : by which three 
God is worshipped, and wo be speed, kept, and saved. 
The Jirsl is, use of mans kindly reason. The second is, 
the common leaching of Holy Church. The ihird is, the 
inward gracious working of the Ploly Ghost. And these 
ihret be all of one God. God is ground of our kindly 
reason ; and God ia teaching of Holy Church ; and God 
is the Holy Ghost, And all be sundry giits to which be 
will we have great regard, and according us thereto : for 
these work in us continually altogether, and those be great 
things. Of which greatness he will we have knowing 
here as it were in an A. B. C. that is to say, that we may 
have a little knowing, whereof we should have fulhead in 



I 

< 

\ 



» 



11 



! 



r 

• I 



J' 

# 

I 

ff 
i 

■ 



194 THS SIXTSEirTH BEYXULTIOK. 



heaven : and that is for to speed us. We know in our 
faith that God alone took our kind, and none but hee: 
and fiirthennorey that Christ alone did all the great works 
that k>ngeth to our salvation, and none but he : and right 
so he alone doth now in the last end ; that is to say, he 
i dwelleth here in us, and ruleth us, and giveth us in this 

living, and bringeth us to his bliss. And thus shall he do 
I I as long as any soul is in earth that shall oome to heaven : 

I : [ and so far forth, that if there were none such soul in earth 

t { but one, he should be with that all alone, till he had 

i - brought it up to his bliss. I believe and understand the 

j . ministration of holy angels as clarkes tell ; but it was not 

4 I shewed me : for himself is nearest and meekest, highest 

I I and lowest, and doth all. And not only all that us need- 

eth, but also he doth all that is worshipful to our joy in 
heaven. And there I say he abideth us moaning and 
mounung. It meaneth all the true feeling that we have in 
our self in contrition and in compassion ; and all moaning 

• and mourning, for we are not oned with our Lord, and 

such as is speedful it is Christ in us. And though some 

\ of us feel it seldom, it passeth never firo Christ, till what 

time he have brought us out of all our woe : for love 
suffereth him never to be without pity. And what time 

• . that we fiJl into sin, and leave the mind of him, and the 
I keeping of our own soul, then beareth Christ alone all the 

J charge of us. And thus standeth he moaning and mourn* 

: I ing. Then longeth it to us for reverence and kindness to 
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turn us hastily to our Lord, and let him not all alone ; he 
is here alone with us all ; that is to say, only for us he is 
here. And what time I he strange to him hy sin, despair, 
or slouth, then I let my Lord stand alone, in as much as 
he is in me. And thus it fiureth with us all which be sin- 
ners. But though it be so that we do thus oftentimes, 
his goodness suffereth us never to be alone, but lastingly 
he is with us, and tenderly he excuseth us, and ever 
keepeth us firom blame in his sight 



The Eightieth Chapter. 

OuB good Lord shewed him to his creature in diverse 
manner, bodi in heaven and in earth. But I saw him take 
no place, but in mans soul. He shewed him in earth in 
the sweet incarnation, and his blessed passion, and in other 
manner he shewed him in earth, where I said I saw God ^ 

in a point And in other manner he shewed him in earth, . 

thus as it were a pilgrimage ; that is to say, he is here ! 

with us leading us, and shall be till when he hath brought 
us all to his bliss in heaven. He shewed him diverse 
times raigning, as it is aforesaid ; but principally in mans 
soul : he hath taken there his resting place, and his wor- 
shipful dty; out of which worshipful see he shall never 
rise, ne remove without end. Marvellous and solemn is 
the place where the Lord dwelleth. And therefore he / 
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win that we readily entend to his gpracious touching, more 
enjoying in his whole love, then sorrowing in our often 
fallings. For it is the most worship to him of any thing, 
that we may do, that we live gladly and merrily for his 
love in our penance ; for he heholdeth us so tenderly, that 
he seeth all our living here to he penance. For kind 
longing in us to him is a lasting penance in us, which 
penance he worketh in us, and mercifully helpeth us to 
hear it ; for his love maketh him to long : his wisdom and 
his truth with his rightful-head maketh him to suffer us 
here. And in this manner he will see it in us ; for this is 
our kindly penance, and the highest to my sight For 
this penance cometh never firo us, till what time that we 
he fulfilled, when we should have him to our meed. And 
therefore he will that we set our hearts in the over- 
passing ; that is to say, fro the pain that we feel into the 
hliss that we trust 
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The Eighty-first Chapter. 

fixrr here shewed our courteous Lord the moaning and 
the mourning of our soul, meaning thus : ' I wot uM thou 
wHt Uv for my love^ merrily and gladly tuffmng all the 
penane$ that may come to thee: hut foraemuch at thou 
livett not without iin^ therefore thou art heavy and eorrow^ 
fid. And if thou mightest Uve without mpt, thou wouldeit 
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miff er for my love aU the woe thai might come to thee^ and 
it %i eooth: hut he not too mmeh agrieved Ufiih tin that 
faUeth to thee agamet thy will,* fthat it; not maUdousfy.J 
And here I understood that the Lord beheld the servant 
with pity, and not with blaim ; for this passing life asketh 
not to live all without sin. He loveth us endlesly, and 
we sin customably ; and he sheweth it us full mildely, and 
then we sorrow and mourn discreetly, turning us into the 
beholding of his mercy, cleaving to his love and to his 
goodness, seeing that he is our medicine, witting that we 
do f nothing J but sin. And thus by the meekness that we 
get in the sight of our sin, faithfully knowing his ever- 
lasting love, him thanking and praising, we please him. 
* / love thee and thou loveet me, and our love ehaU never he 
departed on two ; and for thy profit I suffer.* And all 
this was shewed in ghostly understanding, saying this 
blessed word; */ keep thee fuU sikerfyJ And by the 
great desire that I saw in our blessed Lord, that we i* 

should live in this manner ; that is to say, in longing and | 

enjoying, as all this lesson of love sheweth. Thereby I 
imderstand that all that is contrarious to this, it is not of 
him, but it is of enmity. And he will that we know it by 
the sweet gracious light of his kind love. If any such 
liver be in earth which is continually kept from falling, I 
know it not; for it was not shewed me. But this was 
shewed, that in idling, and in rising we are ever pre- 
ciously kept in one love, /^ which we were ehoeen before i 
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oth^n from aU etemUyJ For in the l>eholding of God 
we fall not And in the beholding of our self, we stand 
not And both these be sooth, as to my sight But the 
beholding of our Lord God is the higher soothness. Then ^ 
are we much bound to him, that he will in this living 
shew us this high soothness. And I understood whiles 
we be in this l^e, it is full speedful to us that we see these 
both at once. For the higher beholding keepeth us in 
ghostly joy, and true enjoying in God : that other that 
is the lower beholding, keepeth us in dread, and maketh 
us ashamed of ourself. But our good Lord will ever that 
we hold us much more in the beholding of the higher, and 
not leave the knowing of the lower into the time that we 
be brought up above, where we shall have our Lord Jesu 
to our meed, and be fulfilled of joy and bliss without end. 



The JEiffhtysecand Chapter. 



i. 

* 

r 



I HAD in party touching, sight, and feeling in ihree proper- 
ties of God, in which the strength and the effect of all the 
revelation standeth. And it were seen in every shewing: 
and most properly in the twelfth, where it saith oftentimes, 
*I it am,* The properties are these, life, love, and light 
In life is marvellous homelihead. In love is gentle cour- 
tesie: and in light is endless kindness. These three 
properties were seen in one goodness; into which good- 
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uesB my reason would be oned and cleaving to with »U the 
mights. I beheld with reverent dread, and highly mar- 
velling in the fight and in feeling of the Eweel accord tlmt 
our reason is in God, understanding thut il is the highest 
^it that ve have received, and it is grouuded ia kind. 
Our faith ts a tight kindly endless day; 

that is our Father God : in w. other Christ, 

and our good Lord tlie He b iu in this 

passing life.' This light is i Jy, needfully 

standeth to us in the night ; : of our life ; 

the night is cause of our pai le: in wtuch 

woe we desire endless meed i , for we with 

mercy and grace wilfully kn • our light, 

going therein wisely mid mightily, j^au »i. the end of 
woe suddenly our eye Bhall be opened, and in clearness of 
»ght our light shall be full: wiiich Ii<;Iit is God oiu- 
Maker, Father and Holy Ghost, in Christ Jesu our 
Saviour. Thus I saw and understood that our faith is 
our Ught, in our night, which light is God our endless day. 



The Eighh/-tMrd Oiapter. 

This light is charity, and the measuring of this light is 
done to us profitably by the wisdom of God : for neither 
the light is so large that we may see clearly our blessed- 
ful day: ne it is all speered from us ; but it Is such a light 
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in which we may live meedfully with travel, reserving the 
worshipful thanks of Qod, And this was seen in the viM 
shewing, where he saith, * I thank thee of thy service^ and 
of thy travtV Thus charity keepeth us in faith, and in 
hope: and faith and hope leadeth us in charity; and at 
I r the end all shall be charity. I had three manner of under- 

I ' ; standings in this light of charity : the firet is charity 

I * r I unmade : the second is charity made : the third is charity 

{ ' . given. Charity unmade is God ; charity made is our soul 

I ; • in Qod : charity given is vertue, and that is a gracious 

gift of wcMrking ; in which we love God for himself, and 
> our self in God, and all that God loveth for God. 
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X > Ain> in this sight I marvelled highly ; for notwithstanding 

\ our umple living, and our blindness here, yet endlesly our 

t I courteous Lord beholdeth us in this working, enjoying. 

I \ And of all thing we may please him best, wisely and truly 

to believe it, and to enjoy with him and in him ; for as 
verily as we shall be in bliss of God without end, him 
praising and thanking, as verily we have been in the fore- 
sight of God, loved and known in his endless purpose iro 
without beginning. In which unbegun love he made us ; 
in the same love he keepeth us, and never suffereth us to 
be hurty by which our bliss might be lessed. And there* 
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fore when the doome is ^vcn, and we be all brought up 
above, then ihall vc clearly see in God tbe privities wliiuh 
ROW be hid to us. Aud tbeo shall uonc of tis be stirred 
to say in any thing, ' Lord, if it had been thus, it had 
been well.' But we shatl all aay with one voj'ce, ' Lord, 
blessed mote thou be, for i i well. Ajid 

now we see verily, that «L it was tluiw 

ordinance or any thing wa« 



The Eighty ^ET 

This book is begun by Oo^ kce ; but it ia 

not yet performed as to my sigQi. i „ rity pray we 

all together, with Gods working, thanking, tnisting, 
enjoying. For this will our good Lord be praid, by the 
understanding that I took in all bis own meaning. And 
in the sweet words where he saith full merrily, 'lam 
ground of thy beseeching.' For truly, I saw and under- 
stood in our Lords meaning, that he shewed it; for be 
will have it knowing more then it is. In which knowing 
he will give us grace to love hira, and cleave to him. 
For he beholds his heavenly treasure and solace in heavenly 
joy, in drawing of our hearts from sorrow and darkness, 
which we are in. And fro the time that it was shewed, 
I desired oflentimea to wit in what was our Lords meaning : 
and fifteen year after and more, I was answered la ghostly 
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understanding, 8a}ing thus ; * What ? wauldesi thou wU 
thy Lordi fMoning m this thing f Wit it well: love was 
his meaning. Who sheweth it thee? Love. Wherefore 
sheweth he it theef Far love. Hold thee therein^ thou 
shall wit more in the same. But thou shall never wit 
therein other without end.* Thus was I learned that love 
b our Lords meaning. And I saw full surely in this and 
in all that our God made us, he loved us ; which love was 
never slacked, ne never shalL And in this love he hath 
done all his works: and in this love he hath made 
all thing profitable to us: and in this love our life is 
everlasting; in our making we had beginning: but the 
love wherein he made us was in him fro without beginning. 
In which love we have our beginning. And all this shall 
we see in Ood without end. 
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Deo Uratias. 

EaqMett liber Seoelatiomtm Juliam 
eufus anime prcpidetur Deus. 
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A. 

A. B. C, ttaamtt iif hanttag. 

' Of which greatness he nrfll 
we have knowing licre as it 
were in an A. B. C 

Abide, to wail for, tarrj/. 

Abide n, wailed for. 

Abidinga, larryiagi for. 

Able, to cnabU, help. 

Abode, araited. 

Accord, to harmOJiiie, join, to 

Accord, Aarmony, ayreetatnt. 
Ad red, afraid. 
Adventure, contingmiy. 
Advice.orAdviee.co imdrratioit, 

at/ention, eirmnapeclion. 
Advkeiaent, or Avisement, 

After as, or After that, aetord' 

i«gl</ a*. 
AgaiD, ogaintl. 
Again-beiDg, rtdtnplion. 




s anavedi that 



Alley riEt, Anent, Anenet, 
AneinEt, or Anempts, op- 
poiile, over agaiiit, with, 
according to, touching. 

And, if. 

Anon, preitnlly, immediattl]/. 

Appay, la tali^y, recamj 

Apaid, conteal, tattled. 

Arraid, prrajed. 

Aasaid, triid, teitfd. 
Aeeay, or Assey, trial, tat. 
Aseeethe, satiafaction. 
Asseeth-making, making tatit 

faction. 
Auoon, immtdiattly. 
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B. Black-bntd, iUeknm. 

Ulaim, blame. 
Be,btn. niesie, bUuwg, bUttr 'And 

Be-chjutcoed. 'AMiedierthsjr loving of Uod in the bleue 

have be-chri*teDed or not.' of heaven.' 
BedipiUDg, embreeuig. BUesedfuI or BliiMdful, JUi 

BedoK, lo tncUte, thU m, of biastdneu or biii*. 

Becomcth, nmeth. BlessedfuU)', fa a inqr ^U( 4^ 

Borrowing, grwouig, atenoi. hUnnhut. 

i»g.^ Blc>j,.ful,/Bii 0/ bUuaig. 

Behanour, appearmet. 'And l!1eiv.head, blutneu. 
the thape at hit outward Bhnd-head, blindata. 
behaviour.' ShokcHiear nae« lilivetb, abidelh, remaintli. 
at an ••• Blood-Ghed, blrediag. 
Boam, bornf. 
I Boystroua, haily, r 



Bumed chamcter: 



'< VtjcUjtt Di(luid'h« 



Bo^NtousIy, huitiiy, rougUg, 
' Breaking, brotm. 
Brcnncth, bumtih. 
Brent, bum!. 



ehiffliling. anuratice,promiM. Briken, broin. 
eholden. brkeld. Broad, vii*. 



BeboldinK, UholJk 
Behove, to UJil, 


mm(, aeew. 


Brown-head, irowii colour. 
RrowM./orrheod. 


»mj. 




Bulke. body. 






Been, or Bene, i* 




patim. • The Godhead nit 


Beloniren. kbaj. 


crMM^ 


eth and (fiveth without anj 


Bene. btn. 




instrument or bnaiDeM.' 


Benedicite, a* 


ttdamatim But. (adv.) <m/y, mUm. 




But, (prep.}Kfi/Aou(. 


.' Beuedidta Domiou*. 


Bui if. unUa. 



Beseekinge, leNeoUii;, Jttin, Buxom, eMapIioa^, Im>^, < 

attrtatj. ditnl. 

Be«idei, m tka tidtt, 'For Biuomnei 

beaidea, the cnm waa no '•oa. 

nuwuM for dreed of fiend*.' BuTing, n 
Bidding of bend), ^rqwr. 



:i! 



OL088ABT. 205 

C. Conveniabley eosoeiMeii/* «iit/- 

ChsiTge, load, bwrthm. ^**'f''^.*^* , 

Chanty, love. CoiJd, coW. ' It ^ a drv 

Chere, Cheer, or Chcar, eounte- «narp wind, wonder conkL f 

nance, appearance, entertain^ as to my sight. 

fnent. Courteous, or Curteous, eon- i 

ChUdhead, or ChUdhood, t/a/e deicending, compUUioni. 

or condUion qf a ehUd. Courtesiest, moit eowrteoui. 

Christen, Christian. Cure, core. 

Christendome, baptim. Customably, « a wMtter of 

Clark, a ptrton in holy orders, euMtom, according to eu^om. ' { 

a man of learning. 

Clerit^, cleameu, glory. D. 

Clinging, withering. ^ { . 

Cloggering, stickinp together, Daliance, interchange of love. I \ 

a&ering, coaleecing, DesLdLiie,mortal,devoted to death. 

Clongen, withered, Deale, a part? 'Some deale.' ; / 

Close, cloted. Debt, duties. J 

Close, (adv.) secretly. Deedeth, doeth f * I saw that i \ ' 

Clottered, clotted. God mav do all that us 

Colleth, em^ace/A. deedeth : perhaps a misprint 

Common, as opposed to special for needeth. 

and privy. Deem, to judge. 

Commoner Commune, com. Deeming.Jl^em«»/ or «•(»«. 

munt/y. 'With all the blessed tion of things, opinion. 

common :' communion of Default, wani, drfeet. 

saints. Defaulted, defective. , • 

Commoning, communing. Defaulting, defectiveness. 

Compa&Bion, felloW'Sufering. Delectable, delightful. 

Condition, manner, state of Delve, to dig. 

things. 'With a condition :' Depart, to separate, divide, to 

with limitation or reserve. be separate. ' 

Continuant, continual. Departing, separation, differ' I 

Contrarie, to contradict. ence. i 

Contraried, opposed. Descrie, to discern, discover, 

Contrarious, opposite, opposed. Despite, maUce, anger, hatred, 

perverse. d^ance. 

Contrariousness, opposition, Despiteous, maUdous, angry 

perversity. to excess. ! 



? '" ' ■"" ■ 



^ 



I I • 



V*^ 







I 



? i 

# r. 

: f 

. % 

! I 



i» 



^1 

« 



6L088AJIT. 



Dight, a ditpasmg^ ordenmg, 

ttppouUmeni, 
Dight* to prepare, appotmt, 

orefty ad<nm, appropriate. 
Diking^ dUchimg, 
Direct* phwn^ exprea. 
Disease, want of ease, paitu 
Disease, to give paim* 
Dissolation, mieery. 
Domes-man, jndge, eot^eseor. 
Done, on old form qf, to do. 

' So will he that we done as 

the meek child/ 
Doom, fodgment, eentenee. 
Doomsday, judgment'dag. 
Door, doer, * For there is no 

Door but he.' 
Dread, to fear, atamd in awe </, 



Dread, dreaded. 'It bngeth 

to l:ds great highness to be 

dread/ 
Dread, or Dreed, fear, doubt, 

awe, reverence. 
Dreadful, aiqful, femrful, to he 

feared, timoroui, reverential, 
Dreadfullv, in awe or fear. 
Dure, endnre, 
Durin|^ly, enduringlg. 
Dwelhng, delay f et^fowm, 

£. 

Each, every. 

Earnest, seal, etudioue pnrnUt 

of amy thing, pledge, 
Eien, or Eyen, eyee, 
Endeles, endleu. 
Endlesliey cM^fett^. 



Endlesse-head, endleemeu, 

Enformed, it^fomted, 

Entend, to attend, 

Entent, intent. 

Entry, entrance, commencement. 

Even, fellow, equaL 'Even 

chnsten :' fellow chrietian. 
Even forth, etraight forward. 
Evenly, equally. 
Every, ever i* 'That we meekly 

suffer, every enjoying in 

God.' 
Evesing, eavee, 

F. 

Fair, beauteous. 

Fair-head, beauty, fairneee. 

Father-head, or Fatherhood, 
etate or condition qf a father, 
all which appertaim to a 
father. 

Faulting, wanting, failing, 

Feeled, felt. 

Feeling, eeme, perception. 

Fell, cruel, destructive. 

Find, to supply, 'Wherefore 
him behoveth to find us, 
for the dear worthy love of 
motherhood hath made him 
debtor to us.' 

Flaming, /ytii^ abroad, 

FoUowen, follow, or followed. 

For, beccmte, because that. 

Force, 'giveno force :' earednot, 

Fordreth, nourisheth. 

Fore, before. 

Foresaid, or Aforesaid, ' In his 
endless foresaid purpose.' 
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Forget, forgotten f ' It is Gods 

will that we know he hath 

not forget us.' 
ForUi, forward. As far forth, 

Forthwithall, So far forth. 
Forth-brinffing, tnrth. 
Forth-speeoingf tncreoM of 

prqfittng. 
Forth-spreading, ' But now me 

behooveth to see a little more 

of this forth-spreading/ 
Foul-head, foulnm, 
Frackles, frtckltt, 
Fniffility,fruiltv, weakneu. 
Frey, or fray, fright. 
Friendful, frienSy, 
Friendfully, with fuhou </ 

friendihip. 
Fro, from. 

Fulfill, to fiU fuU, compute. 
Full-head, or Fulhed, fulneu, 

excellency. 
Fulsome, plentiful. 
Fulsomeness, perfect fulneu, 

plenteousnest. 
Fulsomelie, plenteouelg, fuUy. 

G. 

Game, ridicule, tport, victory, 

Getten, begotten f * For we are 
ordained thereto in kind, 
and getten thereto by grace/ 

Gettmg,taking,begetting. 'And 
so getting his lively mem- 
bers.' 

Giveth ? 'And he ruleth and 
giveth heaven and earth and 
all that is/ 'The God-head 



ruleth and giveth.' 'He 
dwelleth here in us, and 
ruleth us, and ffiveth us in 
this living, and bringeth ut 
to his blira.' 

God-head, good-head, goodmeu, 

Goodhead, goodnea. 

Gramercy, groni mercy, 

Greatelie, greatly. 

Grievouser, more grievonu. 

Groneth, groaneth. 

Grudge, feel compnnetumf be 
reluctant. 

H. 

Halse, or Haulse, to emiroee 
round the neck. 

Happ, chance. 

Hara, tteadfaet, keen, laborume, 
cruel, grievoui. 

Hardy, bold. 

Have, to behave. 

Head, or Hood, etate or ooii- 
dition of any thing. 

Head-pann, tkuU. 

Her? 'And for the roundness, 
they were like to the seal of 
her ring in the spreading of 
the forehead/ 

Here, brfore, before thie. 

Herefore, on thi$ account} 

Heyward ? 'And within him 
an hevward long and broad 
all fuU of endless heaven- 
liness/ / tuppote an article 
t^dren, ' Going woolward,' 
woe wearing a coaree wooUen 
garment for penance* 
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Hiffhedy uicreofed. 

HiU, to coNCtai. 

Hold, obliged, 

Holsomely, whole$owiely. 

Holy or Holly, wholly, eMiirefy. 

Holpen, helpid, 

Homelie, /amiliar, friendly, 

timple, 
Homelie, truly, fawUUarly, tV 

timaiely, 
Homliest, mott homely, 
Homly-heady homelineu, 
Homlline88, familiarity, itUi' 

maey, plaitmeUm 
Honestlie, seemly, comely, 
Horribility, horrible nature, 
Honiblier» more horrible* 



I, 



Impropred, appropriated. 

In, v^M* 

Indinerent, ordinary f 

Intend, to attend. 

Into, iMto. 

Into, M two. 'That the love 
of him and of our soula shall 
never be departed into with- 
out end.' 

Irkeneae, trkeomeneee. 

K. 

KM^kiUed, 

Kind, nature, hmmanity, 

Kind,or Kindlie, natural, lov^ 

K^if, natmraOy. 



Kindle, tact'to* itimulate, ehar* 
pen, ' He kindleth our^un- 
derstanding.' 

Kindness, no/iiraiiiesf, nature t 

Kirtle, a tunic or waittcoat. 

Knowing, known. 



Lack, impediment, fault, die- 

grace, want. 
Langure, to languieh. 
Lean-head, leannese. 
Leaver or levir, rather, more 

willingly, 
Leese, lose, 
Leesinff, loeing, 
Lengeth, Ungtheneth, 
Lessed, lestened. 
Let or Letting, hindrance. 
Let, to prevent, hinder, 
Lightlier, lighter. 
Lightning, enlightening, light* 

ing. 
Like, to pleaee, to take pleaeure 

in. 
Liken, to like, to please. 
Likeness, pteaeure, delight. 
Likeness, comparison. 
Liking, appearance, likeness f 
liking, pleasure. 
Liking, pleasureable, 
Litle, (v.) lead, ' One time my 

understanding was litla down 
into the sea-ground.' 
litle. Utile, 
litle-head, littleness. 
Lively-head, liveliness. 
T.rf>afti unwHUnam 
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Loath nesB, imicilliKjintH. 

Long, lo belong. 

Long, lo dejire. 

Lore, kmaiedgt, doelrine, 

Lother, morr umriUlMf. 
LoveGome, lovfly. 
Lowed, hunbt^. 
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Mid-head, cealrr. 
Miil-poinl, cenlnd point. 
Mids, miiUi. 
■ Miftht, potrrr, tirtnglk. 
Migbteat, most miffkly. 
Mightifully, toith /uUmm ^ 

■r might}/. 



Manhead, tnanhood, humamif- 

Manner, kind or fort, ' 
manner vertues ;' aU I 
of vtrlue,. 

Marvail, or MarveUe, tmmdi 

Marvel, lo tainder. 

May, to be abit : (utcd in t 
inf. m.) ' But our preriou 
mother Jcsu may feed us 
with himself:' /» able tofeed 
«» teilk hinaflf. 

Maym, i«J.<ry. 

Mean, tnlervemny, interne- 

Mcnne. medium, isairumfnl, 
'Witliout any mean;' im- 
mediately. 

Meddled, or Medled. mngled. 
tioo-fold. 

Medelur, or Medle, mixture. 

Meed, reward , 

Meed fully, meritoriuutly. 

Meek, to make meek or humble. 

Meek-head, mfeineti. 

Mickle, or MykiJI, much. 

Middeg, midtl, middle. 

Nfid-face, middlt of the face, 
profile. 



%^ 



mtMclogeer- 

\l,^^ luKEM.trr and dried to 
my sight.' Chap, xvi. 

Mote, must, may. 

Mother-head, or Molber-hooii, 
tiate or i^ondition of a motlur, 
all tchich appertain! to a 

Mourningly, mi>unifully. 



Naught, to empty, moci, bring 

to rtolhiag. 
Naugtiting, enptyiny, ixcrpt- 

iig? 
NaughCing, nothiiigneit, tcorth- 

Uamett, thort comingtf 'Our 

hreakingE and our naught- 

ingg.' 



Ne, (conj.) m 
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GLOSSARY. 



.1 



Ne, (adv.) not. 

Nobility, dignity, tplendour. 

Noble* perhapt for *noblcy.' 
'Which I saw him highly 
enjoy for the worshipful 
resting, and noble that he 
will, and shall bring his ser- 
vant to by his plenteous 
ffrace.' 

Noolety, or Xobletie, nobleMu: 
$aine a$ Nobili^. 

Nobley, or Nooly, dignify, 
nlewdour. 

Nobliest, or Noblest, most 
noble. 

None, probably for Anon. 
Purpose, design f 'And none 
after this oiur blessed Lord 
save me again of the com- 
fort and the rest in soul/ 

Noieth, aiiiio|re/4. 

Not, naught. 

Not but, onlu. 

Nought or Naught, nothing, 

O. 

Of, in. 

On, in. 

One, to unite. 

One-head, oaeseft. 

Oned, Onid, or Onyd, united. 

Ones, once. 'AU at ones:' 

all at once, 
Oning, Kiit<m. 
Oning, uniting. 
Or, l^ore. * Or that :' b^ore 

that. 
Otherwhile, at other times. 



Ought, any thing. 
Out-passinff, expiring. 
Over, far above. 
Over-laid, over^bome. 
Over-more, moreover. 
Over-parte, upper part. 
Over-pass, to exceU, surpass* 
Over-passing, exeeUenee, 
Over-passing, exceedingly. 
Over-yede, overspread, covered. 
Owe, ought. 
Own, to unite. 
Owned, united. 



P. 



Paid, satined, contented. 
Painfuller, more painfuL 
Parliament, consultation, do- 

bate. 
Party, part. 
Pass, to die. 
Pass, to surpass, excel. 
Passible, capable </ suffering. 
Passing, transient. 
Passingly, exceedingly. , 
Paynius, pagan. 
Peace, to set at peace. 
Peardng, piercing. 
Pellets, balls. 
Penance, repentance. 
FenBhed,lost,destroyed. 'None 

shall be perished.' 
Plainlie, simply, clearly. 
Pleasaunce, pleasantness, pUa- 

sure, delight. 
Pleasable, pleasurable, agree* 

abur 

Plenteous-head, plenieousness. 
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Point in a, ufiih exactnea, wiih Reproved^ reprobated f \ i 

• • m * M » M T ¥> 3 J_ 1 • 1«» 



precision, to a nicety f 'I Reward, to award, regard, 

saw God in a point.' 'That respect f* 

we set the point of our Rewly-head, i. e. Ruely-head, 

i^ioughti' that we concentrate ruefulness, grievoutness, wr^ 

our thought f rowfulness, \ \ 

Praid, entreated. Rialtv, royalty, 

'Pnytr, pray f * For all the Richless, reckless, careless. 

cause wherefore we prayer.' Right, ''^'y* exactly, com- 

Prime, morning. It meant pletely. ' Right as : just as. 

originally the first canonical Rights, offices, sacraments, 

hour of prayer, 'FninedaLyi' Right full-head, )>»mt7tti2f. ].'i 

morning. Rightful-head, rightfulness. ■■ j' [ 

Privities, secrets, private affairs. Rightwise, truly wise. 

Pronitv, grovelling, Rimpild, wrinkled. 



■\ 



Protraidy pourtrayed. Roode-tree, cross, \ \ 



I 

I'! 



Round-head, roundness, 

QU Ruful, or Rufull, ru^l^ piti- \. I 

r\ ' I s LI- ful, grievous, \ I 

Quick, to make alive, R^th, or Rewthe, pity, sorrow. ^ " 



» • 



R. s. 

f 

RsLced,orRad8td,rased,scraped, Sad, firm, grave, 

Raigning, reigning. Sadly, firmly, gravely, | 

Raising, scraping. Sadness, firmness, consistency. 

Ready, prompt, on the alert, gravity, ^ ; 

Redily, readily. Safe, saved. : [ 

Reform, to make anew. Sagging, drooping, hanging I ! 

Religious person a, one of a fteavily like a wet cloth, . j^ 

religious order, a clergyman. Salve. 'And he is salve of * ? 

Resentment, regard, our life.' [ 

Reserving? 'Reserving the Same, en^f ' But his wisdom i 

worshipful thanks of God.' and his love suffer not the 

Retchlesness, i. e. Wretchless- same to come till the hest 

ness, or Recklessness, care* time.' 

lessness. Save, to make good, ^ 

Retchlesser, more reckless, or See, seat, 

careless. Seelie, simple, weak. ' { 

^tchttHy, recklessly, carelessly. Self, sanif. 
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GLOOJLKT. 



Sennet, Sefcni|{lit; the tpmot 



Setled,«l<M. 
Shape, /Br«p jfyKre. 
Shapdy. fi» pnptr. 
Sharply, tm^ihf, 
Shmrdxiest, wkktdmen, iU- 

Shrhren, eo^fe$$ed tmd db§ohed. 
Shrowd, wkked, wMiidout. 
Sicker, or Siker, nart, 
Sickemess, or Sikemett. aecii- 

riiy, asfuramee, 
Skkerly, surely. 
Sicknesa, tiekenneu f * For 

nckness and comfort againat 

all tribnlationa that may 

come.' 
Side, lomg, ample, broad, na- 

eioui. 'Wide and Side:' 

wide aad long, 
Sikerest, wtoti ntre. 
Simple-head, timplenm. 
Single-h^, Mglene$i, 
Sithen, or Sithens, «taef , q/jfer- 

wardM, 
Slade, vaUey, precipico, 
Slouih, iloik. 
Sodaine, iudden, 
Sodenlie, or Soudeinlie, nu^ 

<2eii/y. 
Soft, timoroui, low^ gaUle, 

quiet, 
Somedeal, eomewhat, m tome 

foeature. 
Sooth, truth, 
Soothljr, truly. 
SoothfiiitnfM, truth. 



eame at Sooth* 

foatness. 
Sothfastlie, oMaredfjr. 
Speed, pn{/l/. 

Speed, to pnffU, to deepatck. 
Speedful, prt^able. uerfiU, 

^ectual 
Standing, uuderttamdiug. 
Standing, comtiMtemt with, in 

agreement with, becoming f 
Steed, or Stead, ret/M^-jiJaof. 
Streit, itraight, don. 
Stint, to cease, »top. 
Stinted, eeated, ttopped. 
Stinting, ceaeing, etopping, 

limit, 
Stionnytd,aitoni$hed, oretumwd, 
Strengthed. etren^thened, 
SubstandaUie, with realiig ^f 

existence, trulf, reallg. 
Subtile, exquisite^ ^pun^ etrpd^ 

iiielffine f 
Suffer^ to allow. 
Suffer, to chasten f 
Sulloing, sullging. 
Surety, sureness, reality, 
SweimVy darkly, obscurely. 
Swemnil, oifcare. 
Swilge» foul, foulness. 

T. 

Take, taken. 

Than, /Am. 

That, ' Andallthatfairvertttet.' 

Tha^ (conj.) ^aiut. 

That, pron. dem. used at a 
relative. As much as. It 
is sometimes put for the same. 
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The- 'And be diseased 
divers munnera for the 
profit.' 'As it Memctb to 
the eclf.' 

Them self, Ihemutvrt. 

Then, /Aon. 

lliere, /reijuenlls lued in lh» 
ifn.» ly; Where. 

ThereTro, Ihrrrfr 

I'herOD, IJiereon. 

Therto, thrrplB. Thet in eo 
poaitiin tignyjia ' that,* »{■ 
out includitiy any idea 

Tho, Ihnat. 

Threaieth, thrraUnttk. 
To, in cetnponfian mth tw* 

gtnfrally augmtntotivt. 
Token, mark, plag»e-^pol. 
To fore, or To for, ft^ftrc. 
Travaile, or Travel, (oil, io- 

bour, fatigut. 
Travel, lo labour, to toil, to ht 

in aiijuijA, lo give pain. 
TraveUous, grievaut, ditlrai- 




!,,.,,„ ■cp^.bU of «/. 

Un peace, dlsquielude, 
Unpossible, impauihle. 
Unrest, toanf of rtit, uneati- 

npsj, trouble, 
Unsickemesij, imecuritj, 

frailly. 
Unskillful, uareiuoBablt, inju- 

Vaviiise,foirllih. 
Unwitting. no( lincming. 
Vp. according lo, 'Andeschew 
UmWene.., /irffara, i.- v.nid (.in.) r.uombly »p 

.H«,. ourniishl. 

Unb.g«n, mtto.1 S.ji..i.,. Up-raen r.,,rf ,j,... tn a 
Unchriiten, .iKiri.!,-... r.mrra/..« .1,/. 

Untonning. ™i ,/ «,««,, &•"»»«. «""■>«««■ 
orfiiW. Utter, ou/word. 
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I. 



V. 



Venial, pardonable. Venial 
sin: in eoniradutinctum to 
wMrtalnn. 

Vemacle« diminutive of Vero- 
nike, a copy in miniature of 
the picture </ Chriet which 
i$ fabled to have been miracu' 
louiljf imprinted on a hand" 
.kerchief, preserved in the 
Church of St, Peter at Rome, 

Verie, or Very, real, true. 

Verily, reoZ/y, truly. 

Vertue, jMHoer, strength, ^cacy, 

Vertuous, powerful, efficacious. 

W. 

Wallow, roU about. 

Ware, aware. 'But be we 
ware.' 

Wax, grow. 

Weal, wealth, prosperity, happi- 
ness. 

Ween, or Wene, to suppose, 
think. 

Went, or Wende, thought. 

Which, what. 

Whiles, the, meanwhile. 

Whistering, whispering. 

Whole-head, wholenessJuUness. 

Wide. • Side and Wide :'/«• 

amd widely. 
Wilful], earnest. 
WilfuUie, earnestly, seriously, 

wHUngly. 
WiDingfidly, willingly. 



Wise, manner. 

Wist, knew, 'For that would 
I a wist dreadful :' I desired 
with fear to have known. I 
longed exceedingly to have 
known. 

Wistly, wistfully, earnestly, 
with eager attention. 

Wit, to know. 

Wit, knowledge. 

Witsafe, vouchsafed. 

Wonning, dwelling. 

Worfully, worthfuUyf honor- 
ably T worshipfuUy f full 
worthily f 'And then he 
should take the meat with 
the drink, and bear it full 
worfully before the Lord.' 

Worken, irorAr, or worked. 

Worthy, «i a state fitted for 
any thing. 'Which may 
never be known ' into the 
time that God of his good- 
ness hath made us worthy 
to see it. There is a pro- 
vincial usage of the word 
'worthy' still in existence. 
*We were not worthy to 
know it.' 'If I had been 
worthy to know that you 
were there I would okrt 
met you.' 

Worshipfullest, wutst worship^ 
ful. 

Wot, or Wote, knew. 

Wrake, sea-weed T 

Wretchedful, full </ wretched- 
neu. 

Wrieth, wrUhetL 
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Ye. old form </, Ym. ' Ya 
BO far forth I saw thai out 
Lord edoyeih of the tribu- 
lation of hill eervanta.' 

Y'irld, le givt, or yield a rr- 
tcard; ajipliti to Gad, /" 



hltts. • \t,A in our good 
Lord the Holy Gboct we 
have our rewarding, sod 
our yielding for our liring 
and our travel. So. 
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